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It’s a hard-knock life 


DAVID BERRY / david@vu 
T= political world has never been a realm of optimism or satisfaction for 


me. I would apologize for my cynicism, but with the exception of a 
handful of city councillors, literally every political institution to which I 
. pay even nominal attention has been dominated by people who not only don't 
share my views, but seem to me to be interested primarily in short-term gain, 
both for their parties and for people in general. 

So it fills me with a strange sense of ... something to hear Barack Obama 
speak of sacrifice, responsibility and the necessity of each citizen doing their 
part. Obama has his faults, and almost definitely isn’t the progressive messiah 
he seemed at first blush—indeed, the closer he’s got to power, the more his 
demagogic, blank-slate qualities seem to come through. 

But the idea that things are going to be hard, that life is not meant to be 
easy or comfortable, is a powerful shift in thought, not just from the duplici- 
tous hacks Obama’s replacing, but from decades, if not generations, of selfish, 
insular thinking. The American dream of the latter half of the 20th century has 
been the pursuit of personal happiness and liberty at the expense of all else: 
immediate self-satisfaction with little regard to consequence is the underlying 
philosophy of some of our most self-destructive tendencies, from con- 
sumerism to neoconservatism. George W Bush and his cronies were less the 
architects than the heirs of a painfully shortsighted ethos, and though they 
may have pushed it to extremes, they never would have had the opportunity to 
do so without a healthy tradition to draw on. 

And so, even if Obama does not turn out to be what everyone wants him to 
be, he is still imparting an important lesson—one that, with any luck, will 
come to be as pervasive and fundamental as the one it’s replacing. Life is not 
easy, nor should it be: as we are learning—in painfully direct ways—from our 
environment and our economy, the easy way out only works for so long before 
the tribulation and toil we've avoided return in force. More than any particular 
political ideology, Obama wants people to start taking responsibility for the 
world they live in, and if nothing else, that’s reason to be optimisitic. v 
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p ed from the Gaza Strip by 
proper, where most Palestinians 
prohibited from ever entering, West 
nk Palestinians, like much of the 
world, can do little but watch the news 
and stage demonstrations in support of 
Gaza, which have taken place across 
the West Bank almost daily since the 
assault began. The daily infrastructure of 
occupation in the West Bank—check- 
points, closures of villages or even the 
entire West Bank and repression of 
protests by force—have intensified. 

One of the ways internationals here 
can support the Palestinian struggle is 
by being present at demonstrations 
where clashes with the occupying Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) are likely. In addi- 
tion to documenting human rights vio- 
Jations, there is some evidence that the 
conspicuous presence of internationals 
can sometimes limit the amount of 
force the IDF uses against Palestinians, 
specifically their willingness to fire live 
ammunition. For this reason, a group of 
four internationals made our way from 
Nablus, the West Bank's major northern 
population hub, to the nearby village of 
Jayyous to document the weekly 
demonstrations. 

Like all travel in the West Bank, the 
trip from Nablus to Jayyous is unpre- 
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dictable. While only a 20-minute jour- 
ney by car, at least two permanent 
Israeli checkpoints must be navigated, 
and depending on the whims of the 
IDF there can be long delays or out- 
right closures. Crossing the Beit Iba 
checkpoint just outside Nablus we 
were greeted by about a dozen bored 
IDF troops. They took our passports 
and went to great lengths to inform us 
about how “dangerous” Nablus is, 
before questioning us about what we 
were doing there. We were travelling 
with a Palestinian from Nablus who 
now lives in Sweden, and after we 
cleared the checkpoint he told us one 
of the guards had commented to 
another in Hebrew, “This motherfuck- 
er got a Swedish passport.” 

Like many Palestinians in the West 
Bank, the 3000 residents of the small 
farming village of Jayyous have for 
years been locked in a struggle to pre- 
vent the confiscation of their land for 
the expansion of Israeli housing set- 
tlements, roads to connect the settle- 
ments to Israel proper and the 
construction of what the Israeli gov- 
ernment calls “the separation barrier,” 
more commonly referred to in Pales- 
tine as the “apartheid wall’—a 
sprawling barrier system including 
nine metre high concrete blocks, 
armed watchtowers, razor wire and 
electrified fences which encircles and 
juts into the West Bank. 

Since construction began in 2002, 
more than 400 kilometres of the West 
Bank wall has been completed, with 


Hamas, so he phoned up George W Bush 
and yanked on his choke-chain. 

According to Olmert's account of what 
happened, given in a speech on 13 Janu- 
ary in the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon, 
“| said, ‘Get me President Bush on the 
phone.’ They said he was in the middle of 
giving a speech in Philadelphia. | said, ‘| 
don’t care: | have to talk to him now.’ They 
got him off the podium, brought him to 
another room, and | spoke to him.” 

"{ told him, ‘You can’t vote in favour of 
this resolution.’ He said, ‘Listen, | don’t 
know about it. | didn’t see it. I'm not 
familiar with the phrasing.’” So Prime 
Minister Olmert told President Bush: “I'm 
familiar with it. You can’t vote in favour.” 

Bush did as he was told: “Mr Bush 
gave an order to Secretary of State Rice 
and she did not vote in favour of it—a 
resolution she cooked up, phrased, organ- 
ized and manoeuvred for,” said Olmert tri- 
umphantly. “She was left pretty shamed, 
and abstained on a resolution she 
arranged.” The Security Council passed 


VS editor reports from the West Bank city of Jayyous 


an additional 300 kilometres either 
under construction or planned. 
Between 80 and 90 per cent of the 
wall’s approved path will be built on 
the Palestinian side of the internation- 
ally recognized 1949 Armistice Green 
Line, and the Israeli human rights 
organization B'Tselem estimates that 
‘the wall will surround at least 12 per 
cent of the land remaining in the West 
Bank, directly affecting almost half a 
million Palestinians, who will require 
permits to pass through Israeli-con- 
trolled gates to access their homes or 
agricultural land. 


FOR THE RESIDENTS ot Jayyous, located 
six kilometres from the Green Line, 
the wall has had a devastating impact 
since construction began in 2002. 
According to the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 


Israeli tail, American dog 


the resolution 14-0, but the United 
States, its prineipal author, abstained. 
Senior Israeli politicians are usually 
much more circumspect about the nature 
of their relationship with the occupants of 
the White House, and Olmert's colleagues 
were appalled that his anger had led him 
to speak so plainly. It is one thing to talk to 
the president of the United States that 
way. It is quite another thing to reveal to 
the American public that Israeli leaders 
talk to US presidents in that tone of voice. 


THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION, deeply 
embarrassed, tried to deny Olmert's account 
of the conversation. The State Department 
spokesman, Sean McCormack, said that the 
story was “just 100 per cent, totally, com- 
pletely not true,” and the White House 
deputy press secretary, Tony Fratto, said 
more cautiously that “there are inaccura- 
cies” in Olmert's account of events. Olmert's 
office replied curtly that “the Prime Minis- 
ters comments on Monday were a correct 
account of what took place.” He really 
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Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), 
construction of the wall near Jayyous 
resulted in the uprooting of some 
4000 olive trees, a vital economic life- 
line for many Palestinian families, and 
the levelling of 125 acres of the vil- 
lage’s land. UNRWA also estimates 
that when finished the wall will iso- 
late up to 90 per cent of the village's 
fertile land, meaning farmers will 
need to travel a circuitous route to 
pass through a single Israeli-con- 
trolled gate to reach their fields. The 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Pro- 
gramme in Palestine and Israel 
(EAPPI) has reported that soldiers 
have subjected farmers passing 
through the gates to harassment, and 
many residents have been denied the 
permits required to access their land 
Opposition to the wall has meant 
years of legal challenges and protests 


by the residents of Jayyous, often result- 
ing in clashes with the IDF. In recent 
weeks, the IDF has fired live ammuni- 
tion during marches to the southern 
gate, where many of the protests take 
place, or during army incursions into 
the village. On January 9, Khalil Ryash, 
a photojournalist from the Ma’an News 
Agency, was shot in the leg with live 
ammunition while covering a demon- 
stration, as were two residents of the 
village the following week after IDF sol- 
diers entered the village 
The increasingly violent response to 
protests has led to some division in the 
village about the route the demonstra- 
tions take. Residents who live near the 
southern gate say that soldiers have 
also been firing rubber bullets to inten- 
tionally break the windows of their 
houses, and a two-story house that 
overlooks the road leading to the gate 
has been occupied by IDF soldiers on 
Fridays, the weekend being when the 
largest demonstrations typically take 
place. Families in the area suffer e 
of the worst of the tear gas that is fired 
by the IDF at demonstrators. A number 
of animals have died from the effects of 
the gas, and one villager we met has 
lost hundreds of chickens 
Our group arnived in Jayyous to the 
news that the popular committee 
which organizes protests against the 
wall, had decided that the scheduled 
protest march to the southern gate 
would be cancelled. While community 
concerms played a role, the final deci- 
sion was made after the mayor of Jayy- 
ous was contacted by the IDF and told 
that anyone approaching the fence 
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doesn’t give a damn any more. 

There is little reason to doubt Olmert's 
story: he may be extremely cross, but why 
would he make it up? After all, he did get 
his way. And there is every reason to doubt 
the Bush administration's denials. Not only 
does the story humiliate Bush personally, 
but it gives wings to the suspicion, already 
widespread in the United States, that 
under Bush, the Israeli tail has consistently 
wagged the American dog, 

Merely to mention this issue Is still to 
court accusations of anti-Semitism, but 
the fear of such accusations that once 
silenced any serious examination of 
Israeli influence on American foreign poli- 
cy has dwindled in the past few years. 
Indeed, Olmert's little indiscretion has 
opened up a wider question: is it normal 
for Israeli leaders to speak to American 
presidents like this? 

There can be little doubt that Ariel 
Sharon, Olmert's predecessor, also spoke 
to Bush in a bullying way, because he bul- 
lied everybody. Did Benjamin Netanyahu 
give orders to Bill Clinton? Probably not, 
because silken menace is more his style, 
but he certainly got his way almost all of 
the time. Did Yitzhak Shamir talk to 
George H W Bush that way? He wouldn't 
have dreamt of it, and the senior Bush 


would never have stood for it. 

These discussions usually end up 
being about the alleged power of the 
“Jewish lobby” over US foreign policy 
and in Congress it is obviously huge. The 
vast majority of the members of Congress 
will always vote for bills that involve aid 
or support for Israel, in many cases 
because they know what will happen at 
the next election to those who don’t. But 
the key foreign policy decisions are made 
in the White House, not in Congress, and 
the presidency is different. 

At the top, it really depends on who the 
president is. Ronald Reagan always gave 
Israel everything it wanted, whereas Bush 
senior forced Shamir to start talking to the 
Palestinians after the first Gulf War and 
paved the way for the Oslo accords and 
the “peace process.” The United States is 
still a sovereign country, and it can choose 
its own Middle East policy if it wishes. 

Which way will it go under the new 
administration? Well, can you imagine 
Barack Obama letting an Israeli prime 
minister talk to him like that? v 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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would be fired upon immediately with 
live ammunition and that unlike the 
previous week, when soldiers were 
ordered to aim at the legs, this week 
they would be aiming for the head. 

It seemed like a sensible decision as 
we watched about 20 members of the 
IDF with automatic weapons take up 
positions on the southern hills on the 
edge of the village as midday prayers at 
the village mosque were ending. 

After the short procession through 
the city, the mayor thanked the rough- 
ly 200 marchers and the international 
guests for their restraint, telling them 
over the megaphone that having more 
Palestinian blood spilled in protest 
while thousands were being killed and 
injured in Gaza would be pointless 
The demonstrators dispersed and the 
mayor invited us to his home for cof- 
fee and lunch. From the mayor's 
house we could see that the IDF was 
still in position at the edge of the vil- 
lage, and half an hour later we began 
to hear the village youth heckling 
them from the other side of the village. 

As we were finishing lunch we 
received a call telling us that IDF jeeps 
and a number of soldiers had entered 
the village. We thanked the mayor for 
lunch as we started to move towards 
the village centre. As he said goodbye 
he shook our hands, his face a mix of 
sadness and frustration, and said, 
simply, “You saw, we did nothing.” 
And he was right 

We began hearing the sounds of tear 


igas being fired and sound grenades 
echoing off the walls of the village and 
saw pockets of tear gas rising between 
the village homes. As we came around 
the corner we were met with a pack of 
village youth—known in Palestine as 
shebab—who had begun to retaliate by 
launching small stones from their hand- 
made slingshots running in the opposite 
direction. Just then we heard a series of 
sharp cracks: the Israelis were firing live 
ammunition rounds at the youth. 

We were called over by a Palestin- 
jan woman to her house so we could 
get up on the roof to document the 
soldiers’ actions. We ran through the 
living room, where a game of cards 
was going on, stopped briefly to 
exchange greetings and were taken 
by the youngest boy in the family up 
to the roof. As we arrived on the roof 
we were engulfed by a cloud of tear 
gas and had to head, choking and 
tearing, back into the living room. 
Apparently this wasn’t a particularly 
noteworthy event, and the card game 
continued despite our intrusion. They 
paused to give us some strong 
smelling liquid to help with the effects 
of the tear gas, helped their young 
son, who had gotten a good dose of 
gas and then offered us all coffee 
before we headed back up to the roof. 

We stood on the roof sipping coffee 
and recording the actions of the army 
as they retreated up the road towards 
the southem gate, some in full riot gear 
with plexiglass shields, others firing tear 
gas and rubber bullets at the shebab 
We descended from the roof and began 
to follow the crowd, but were called 
into a house to see one of the shebab, 


who had been shot at close range by a 
rubber bullet—really a metal ball cov- 
ered in a thin layer of hard plastic— 
which had fortunately hit the mobile 
phone in the front pocket of his jeans. 


AS THE SOLDIERS MOVED up the road, a 
growing crowd of shebab followed 
them, hurling rocks at the army as they 
withdrew up towards the gate, firing 
tear gas and rubber bullets. The army 
was essentially drawing the shebab to 
the exact place where they had previ- 
ously warned them not to go. 

After about half an hour of skirmish- 
es on the edge of the village the army 
withdrew to behind the wall, here a 
stretch of electrified fence running 
along a bypass road leading to the 
Israeli settlements visible in the dis- 
tance, as the shebab used their sling- 
shots to launch rocks at them from the 
field of olive trees, In response, the IDF 
forces, which included six jeeps, dozens 
of soldiers and a group of snipers mov- 
ing around on a hill on the other side of 
the road, responded with round after 
round of tear gas and sound grenades. 

The tit-for-tat continued as dusk 
began to fall, seeming more absurd 
as time wore on. If the army had sim- 
ply left—or indeed, had they not pro- 
voked the incident by entering the 
village in the first place—the kids 
would likely have returned to their 
homes, as the electrified fence and 
24-hour surveillance from a nearby 
hill-top camera precluded anything 
else. Nevertheless, the army contin- 
ued to move around the street, some- 
times climbing into the jeeps and 
driving off momentarily, goading the 
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shebab into moving closer before 
returning and responding with tear 
gas attacks to move them back. 

Clouds of gas wafted through the vil- 
lage and it was unavoidable that we 
occasionally got caught in a cloud as 
we tried to document what was hap- 
pening and to keep the army aware of 
the fact that we were in the area. At one 
point the IDF launched a series of tear 
gas cannisters at the building our group 
of internationals was filming from, forc- 
ing us off the roof to avoid the gas. 

This somewhat absurd game—tak 
ing place between soldiers likely in 
their late teens or early 20s and a 
group of kids—continued until night- 
fall, the shebab making their way 
through the olive trees to launch 
some harmless stones at the 
armoured jeeps, a call of “Allah 
akbar” (God is great) rising up when 
the rare stone actually hit a jeep, and 
the IDF responding, the high lobbing 
tear gas volleys giving way as the day 
wore on to firing tear gas directly at 
the kids at close range. 

We stayed in Jayyous until darkness 
fell, after which we simply became 
another moving target, and headed 
back to Nablus via the Beit Iba check- 
point, where earlier in the day we had 
been warned of the dangers of the city. 
Our Palestinian taxi driver insisted we 
all join his family at their home for cof- 
fee, before driving us to one of the few 
falafel restaurants which was still open 
and then delivered us to the door of 
our apartment. Dangerous indeed. v 


Vue Weekly news editor Scott Harris has 
been in the West Bank since early January 
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t Barack Obama, it 
forget about the polit- 
hat ee our own 


pepo Finance Minister Jim 
caaemimorsriber 27 touched off a 
furor amongst the opposition parties 
who formed a coalition in an attempt 
to bring down the government. Even- 
tually, after a week of stalling by Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, parliament 
was prorogued until January 26 of this 
year when a budget will be introduced. 

Opposition parties pointed to a lack 
of economic stimulus in the update as 
their main opposition to the Conserv- 
ative government's plan, though 
measures within the update to end 
party subsidies may have played a 
role. James Rajotte, MP for Edmonton- 
Leduc, believes that these measures 
overshadowed the good things that 
were in the economic update. 

"Obviously the political party 
financing was the controversial one 
which the other parties were very 
upset about. I think it’s absolutely the 
right thing to do in terms of overall 
reducing the subsidies to political par- 
ties—we have three subsidies right 
now and that one in my view should 
be eliminated,” he says. 

Political party financing didn’t reg- 


ister very high on a scale of impor- - 


tanee for Linda Duncan, MP for 
Edmonton-Strathcona, however. In 
her mind it was a denial of the eco- 
nomic situation the country is in that 
was the biggest problem in the gov- 
ernment’s economic update. 

“What planet were they on?” she 
asks. “There was just this denial of the 
situation the country was in and the 
best news was that by rejecting it we 
forced Mr Flaherty and Mr Harper to 
Start actually dealing with the eco- 
nomic crisis we're headed into.” 

From Rajotte’s perspective, howev- 


2 BUDGET 


er, the government was clear that 
economic stimulus would follow the 
update, not be a part of it. 

“The stimulus is coming forward in 
the budget in the new year which is 
what we've been working on,” he 
says of his position on the finance 
committee. “That was clear at the 
time, it was an economic statement, it 
wasn’t a budget. We made no secret 
of that and we certainly indicated 
there would be further stuimulus 
coming forward in the budget” 

From Alberta Liberal Senator Grant 
Mitchell's perspective, however, it 
was never clear that further stimulus 
was coming until the prospect of a 
coalition became a reality. 

“They made us aware of [further 
economic stimulus] once they realized 
they were in jeopardy of losing their 
government,” he scoffs. “They were in 
such a bubble of unreality, they were 
predicting slim surpluses in that fiscal 
update. He based his surpluses on a 
$75 a barrel oil estimate, but oil was 
$40 a barrel—if that—at the time.” 


SQUABBLING OVER the economic 
update could go on forever; what the 
parties are really focused on right 
now is the upcoming budget. To that 
end the Conservative party has held 
consultation with interest groups, 
though they have been criticised over 
which groups they have met with. 

“Apparently Harper flew out and met 
with all the big CEOs in Calgary,” says 
Duncan. “Did he come out here and 
meet with all the major construction 
unions and the workers that work in all 
these plants? Did he meet with the peo- 
ple who deliver social services?” 

Rajotte says that while he cannot 
comment on what happened in local 
meetings, the consultations carried 
out by the finance committee in 
Ottawa were broad based. 


Rhona McAdam 
& Bert Almon 


read from their most 
recent collections, 
Cartography & 

A Ghost in Waterloo 


Friday 
January 30 
7:30 pm— 


Station 


“We had about 45 different organiza- 
tions and we certainly had people rep- 
resenting business and industry both 
large and small, we had manufacturers, 
and we also had the Canadian Labour 
Congress, universities and colleges, 
Canadian Cancer Society, we had con- 
sumer groups from Québec bring for- 
ward their initiatives, we had the 
Assembly of First Nations,” he says. 
“We had a pretty broad mix.” 

So what do their constituents want 
from the budget? Just one thing says 
Senator Mitchell. 

“Jobs, and jobs, and jobs and jobs,” 
he says. “They want confidence, they 
want an ability to have some sense of 
predictability of their futures for their 
kids for themselves.” 

And if the budget doesn’t meet the 
criteria set out by the opposition par- 
ties, will the government again be 
plunged into the turmoil that followed 
the economic update? Everyone has a 
different opinion. 

“We certainly recognize that we 
need the support of at least one other 
political party to pass the budget,” 
explains Rajotte while dismissing the 
possibility of a coalition government. 
“If the budget isn’t supported there 
will likely be an election rather than 
the forming of a coalition.” 

Duncan is not so sure. 

“We've got to remember why the coali- 
tion was formed—we lost confidence in 
the Harper government” she says. “There 
was absolutely no recognition of what the 
country was getting into.” 

From Mitchell’s perspective, the 
coalition is a card that can be played, 
but the Liberals are keeping all of 
their cards close to their vests. 

“Mr Ignatieff has said very clearly that 
he has yet to make a decision about the 
budget. He has said that the framework 
of the agreement has changed to some 
extent because the agreement is based 
on the last fiscal update which we had, 
but there’s a new budget.” 

Ultimately, the feeling surrounding 
the upcoming budget may very well 
closely resemble the feeling in Alberta 
in regards to what will happen with 
the economy in the future. 

“| think there’s a collective holding of 
the breath,” says Senator Mitchell. v 
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ps and the Energy 
nservation Board (ERCB) 
ock again. Whitelock, 
ietres from two pro- 
ells, was negotiating for 
air quality monitors 
with good reason: he 
s to be just a tad unfriend- 
potentially deadly. He suf- 
'50 000 in damages to his 
livestock after sour gas 
n the ‘70s and ‘80s, and 
$30 000 in compensation. 
e's up against the power of Big 
Oil The ERCB, whose job it is to regulate 
development of Alberta’s energy 
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resources in a way that is safe and in the 
best interests of the public, has cancelled 
a public hearing and permitted Cono- 
coPhillips to withdraw their application to 


drill the wells, which means they'll be re- 


applying for the licences under new regu- 
lations that will likely result in smaller 
emergency planning zones—which may 
well result in Whitelock’s farm landing 
outside the zone considered at risk. 

ConocoPhillips:-would then get their 
permit, and Whitelock won't get his air 
quality monitor. ConocoPhillips has also 
advised Whitelock that that they will no 
longer negotiate with him over compen- 
sation in the event of a mishap that 
involves the release of sour gas. 

The thing is that the wells under con- 
sideration may have hydrogen sulphide 
concentrations as high as 30 per cent, 
and hydrogen sulphide is deadly at less 
than one per cent. In an interview two 
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years ago, hydrogen sulphide expert Dr 
Kay Kilburn told me, in the most matter- 
of-fact and patient of ways, that, “Hydro- 
Gen sulphide poisons the nervous system, 
even at levels below currently accepted 
safe ones ... Nobody should be living 
closer than five kilometres ... I've looked 
closely at a handful of people from Alber- 
ta living close to flaring and drilling activ- 
ity with a battery of tests, and the 
evidence of damage is there.” 

Alberta has something like 6000 sour 
gas Wells, and under current regulations 
gas pipelines and wells can, last | 
checked, be placed as close as 100 
metres from peoples’ homes, and as 
close as 500 metres from public facilities 
such as schools—potentially exposing 
Albertans to chemicals very toxic to our 
immune systems, our lungs, our reproduc- 
tive systems, our brains, and our periph- 
eral nervous systems. 


ALBERTA HAS HIGH RATES of asthma, 
cancer and neurological disorders, and one 
of the highest rates of multiple sclerosis in 
the world. The ERCB keeps telling us that 
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we have nothing to worry about as we 
have the most stringent safety regulations 
in the world—but they're mostly keeping 
Us blinded by public relations spin. 

Because the truth is that while we may 
have comparatively stringent safety fegu- 
lations, accidents do happen, and sour 
gas from ruptured pipelines and well- 
heads can travel on the wind. 

Residents near proposed sour gas 
drilling are right to object—and shouldn't 
have to comfort themselves by using duct 
tape around their windows if they're too 
close for comfort. Evacuation plans in areas 
that do qualify as emergency zones sounds 
like a fine idea on the surface—but the 
damage to human health is pretty instant. 

James Argo, who has examined the 
fisks involved with the practice of flaring, 
said, “Carbon disulphide, a sour gas by- 
product, is a powerful peripheral neuro- 
toxin, attacking myelin directly ... The 
prosperity brought by oil comes with a 
terrible cost in human health.” Flaring 
guidelines are much stricter than they 
were a decade ago, true, but the practice 
is still allowed as a safety measure— 


which, when we're talking about sour 
gas, is a little ironic 

The last Lodgepole blowout resulted in 
peeling paint, tarnished everything and 
Major reproductive, immune, respiratory 
and neurological problems in livestock— 
and in humans. Air quality in Alberta is 
bad enough without drilling sour gas 
wells, and drilling them close to the 
homes and schools of Albertans already 
having lived through a sour gas leak is, | 
don't know, heartless? w 
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As the Oiler hockey season continues on its 
up-again, down-again rollercoaster ride, the 
team has taken fans on one of those “ups” 
for the time being. A storybook 4-3 win 
over Columbus, a 6-3 drubbing of Phoenix. 

a 3-2 win over Colorado and Glenn Ander- 

son's number nine raised to the ceiling in 
Rexall are all good things. 


GARON GONE FOR SABOURIN, 
STONE, & SELECTION 


Mathieu Garon, the goalie that everyone 
thought was a shoe-in for the starting job 
this year, is toast. The Québécois goalie, 
who becomes an unrestricted free agent 
this year, was traded for Dany Sabourin 
(another Québécois goalie who also 
becomes an unrestricted free agent this 
year), Ryan Stone (who's played eight NHL 
games) and a fourth-round pick in two 
years. If Garon made more, I'd call this a 
salary dump. As he doesn't really make 
that much more than Sabbie (trust me, this 
WILL be his Oiler nickname), I'm assuming 
it’s more symbolic of the Oilers finally 
deciding Rollie is the man and he needn't 
be looking over his shoulders for the rest 
of the season 

It's sad to see Garon go, especially 
after last year's heroics. He was probably 
one of the most exciting left-handed 
goalies the Oil ever had. Oh yeah. There 
was that Fuhr guy, of course. He was a 
pretty good leftie too. 18 


BONK! 

Do you kids remember The Flintstones 
episode where Fred Flintstone was hit on 
the head with a bottle and became the 
suave, slightly foppish and certainly not 
Fred-like “Frederick”? Or when Shirley (of 
Laveme and Shirley) got hit on the melon 
and thought she was a stripper? Or when 
Peg Bundy suffered a head injury and was 
“reprogrammed” to cook and clean? Or 
when Hazzard County's Boss Hogg's cranial 


bump tured him into a good guy? 

It’s TV cliché #46. One bump on the 
head causes a TV character's personality 
to change drastically. A second knack on 
the noggin tidily makes all the changes 
disappear. Obviously, in the real world, 
head injuries can cause serious and 
unpleasant personality changes, buf 
something good is up with Ales Hemsky. 

Since retuming to Oiler action after miss 
ing 10 games with a concussion, the C 
has been on a tear, with two goals and two 
assists against Columbus and two goals in 
the Phoenix/Glenn Anderson game. Hemsky 
hasn't just looked good on the scorecard: it 
seemed like nearly every time Hemsky 
touched the puck something exciting hap- 
pened. Those occasional glimpses of great- 
ness that Hemsky teased Oiler fans with 
were on full display last week. Although we 
only have a two-game sample size, Hemsky 
is playing like he went from an EA Sports 
NHL rating of 82 to a 92 

While head injuries and concussions are 
serious and television scriptwriters arent 
doctors, let's hope another bonk on the 
head doesn't erase this new Hemsky 2.0. DY 


SECRET AGENT MEN 

|f things go south in a bad way for the 
Gilers, | wouldn't count out a trade involv- 
ing Rollie or Erik Cole. Both are unrestrict- 
ed free agents after this season, and both 
are playing lights-out hackey lately. 18 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 
“Alternate Captain” 1) The player on a 
hockey team wearing an “A” on the jersey. 
Is permitted to speak to the referee about 
ule interpretations when the Captain is not 
on the ice. 2) NOT the “assistant captain.” 
There is no assistant captain in hockey. The 
term “assistant” suggests that Sheldon 
Souray or Shawn Horcoff would tape cap- 
tain Ethan Moreau's stick, do his laundry or 
drive him to games. An “altemate® will take 
the captain's place and assume his respon- 
sibilities, not unlike when Souray moved 
Moreau aside and fought (no, embarrassed) 
Minnesota's Craig Weller. An “assistant 
wouldn't do that. Readers: do not use the 
term assistant captain. We know better, 
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Better than 0-Ka/ 


KELSEY STROEDER / kelsay@yueweekly.com 
ccupying half of the ground 
floor of an office building, Kai 
Asian Grill is impressive in its 

décor. The restaurant features modern, 
clean lines with dramatic statues of 
eastern gods and goddesses looking 
over the lounge and dining areas. 
Walking through the restaurant gives a 
person the impression of investment in 
quality and—since the restaurant has 
approximately 230 seats—quantity as 
well. The space is divided into three 
main areas: lower dining room, lounge, 
and a third dining area near the rear. 

The wine list, only received once | 
asked for it, featured wine and sake in a 
wide range of price points. I appreciated 
that you could order ten different wines 
by the glass, allowing you to add a glass 
to your meal but not have to invest too 
much if you did not feel up to it. The 
martini and cocktail list featured Asian- 
themed names like “Blushing Geisha” 
and “Red Dragon,” a tad obvious, but at 
$8 for two ounces not a bad deal. 

Kai Asian Grill presents three menus 
on its table: lunch, dinner and sushi. 
The sushi menu is small, featuring 
western favourites like a Mexican roll, 
dynamite roll, and sushi/sashimi with 
fish like saltnon and tuna. The tuna 
sushi (3 pieces/$7) 1 sampled was very 
fresh, and the rice had the proper sushi 
consistency—not too sticky. The only 
thing missing was the smear of wasabi 
on the sushi rice, although it was 
offered up on the side, The sushi menu 
is limited in options, but the positive is 
that you know the restaurant is always 
selling what is popular and therefore 
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can consistently keep the product fresh 

It was difficult to settle on an appetiz- 
er as there were many intriguing 
options. From the east, delectable offer- 
ings like Sambal Spiced Prawns ($13) 
and Beef Tataki ($16) were on the menu 
Also present were timeless favourites 
retouched with eastern flare, including 
Habanero Spiced Chicken Wings ($11) 
and House Made Five Spice Spring Rolls 
($9). The Salt and Pepper Calamani ($9) 
was fried to perfection. It was served hot, 
crispy and very tender. The chili aioli dip- 
ping sauce was well balanced, proving 
spicy but not overbearing. A refreshing 
spin on the classic. 

For stir-fry lovers, or the budget 
conscious diner, dinner items from 
“the wok" range in price from $12- 
$16, including items like Chicken 
Kung Pow ($14) and Sesame and 
Broccolini Beef Bowl ($16). The 
entrée menu features dishes ranging 
from $16 - $34 and is very heavy on 
the beef—four out of eight entrées 


WE OPTED FOR two entrée items, and I 


sampled the Pan Seared.Atiantic Salmon 
($25). The salmon was artfully present- 
ed, drizzled with wasabi aioli. A creative 
side dish completed the plate—a veg- 
etable maki roll which acted as the foun- 
dation on which the fish rested. The 
maki roll included fried tofu, avocado, 
cucumber and shitake mushrooms. Nes 


tled in between the maki roll halves 
were some delicately soy-glazed aspara- 
gus. The asparagus were tiny, and 
despite their small size were still 
crunchy. The accompaniments to my 
salmon were great, it was a shame that 
my salmon was overcooked. The wasabi 
aioli added to the presentation, but had 
no real flavour impact’on the fish itself. 
Since the wasabi aioli was a large part of 
why I tried the dish, I felt a little let down. 
Definitely needs to be amped up. 

The second entrée we selected was 
the Grilled Miso Rubbed Cornish Hen 
($26). Half a hen was served with a 
crispy polenta cake and roasted vegeta- 
bles. A divine miso, white wine, and 
buttery pan sauce covered the bird, 
while the roasted vegetables were 
cooked to perfection, and seasoned with 
skill. Cube shaped, the crispy polenta 
included green onions and drove home 
the concept of east meets west. A great 
dish, that made for a nice alternative to 
the old stand-by of chicken. 

On the sweeter side of things, we 
sampled two dessert items. The first 
was a Banana Spring Roll ($7). 
Although it seemed a little greasier than 
1 would have liked, the sweet bananas 
were offset with a smooth dark choco- 
late sauce and vanilla ice cream, a clas- 
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sic flavour combination that can’t o5 
wrong. The dessert presented fantastic 
contrasts between crispy and soft, hot 
and cold. That said, it wasn’t the most 
creative in my book as there are a gooc 
number of Edmonton restaurants with 
banana spring rolls. 

Next up was a decadent Coconut 
Créme Brulee ($6). Arguably not th: 
most creative either, but totally forgi 
able because it was executed perfect! 
One of the best Créme Brulees | hav: 
ever had. The coconut flavour was sub- 
tle and not too sweet, the créme thick 
and pudding-like. The crisp sugar top 
was glass like, and provided the slightly 
bitter crunch that played off the swee 
notes in the dish. On the side of the 
plate was a shard of excellent quality 
dark chocolate, sprinkled with toasted 
coconut. A definite keeper. 

Overall, there are some details in 
the menu and the execution of dishes 
that need to be worked out. It i 
important to note that Kai Asian Grill 
opened its doors in October and it | 
understandable that they are still iron 
ing out a few kinks in the operation 
I'm confident that if the restauran' 
can make it through the treacherou 
first year, we have the makings oi 4 
downtown institution. v 
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flying and golf 
shirts have been 
skis and heavy-duty 


ties? Say, (ecutive chefs in some of 
country clubs. Do they simply get to 
take the winter off, jet off to some 
warm and exotic island somewhere 


Kevin Wrightson is the executive chef 
at the Edmonton Country Club and 
hasn't really weathered a winter yet— 
he only started in June of last year. 
The day I caught up with him, he was 
just switching gears from the busy 
summer golf season that went almost 
until the end of October, prolonged by 
our amazing fall weather this year, to 
the much quieter winter season. 

A laugh greeted me when | asked 
him if he had too much time on his 
hands. It evidently doesn’t work that 
way. He said it does slow down 
incredibly in the winter but, since they 
drop staff levels, there's still plenty to 
do. In the summer, when the kitchen 
is open from 10 am - 11 pm, there can 
be as many as five people working 
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per shift. In the winter, there might be 
only one person working in the 
kitchen and the hours drop to 11 am - 
4 pm on Monday and Tuesday and 11 
am - 8 pm for the rest of the week. 

It's the golf that draws many of the 
summer visitors and Wrightson said 
that it’s not uncommon to feed the 
golfers more than once. Wrightson 
sums summer up as, “Everything is 
busy. You don’t have time to sit down.” 
So he rolls up his sleeves and works as 
a line cook for most of the summer. 


Clubs are open in the winter? 


Winter is quite a different story. 
That's when they cater to the country 
club members—people who come to 
play cards, or pool, or simply just to 
read the newspaper. Some members 
visit almost every day. “This is their 
home away from home.” The demand 
on the kitchen is really unpredictable so 
the menu is limited and focuses mainly 
on lunch. That gives Wrightson the 
chance to do all the things he. doesn’t 
have time to do in the summer, like 
planning menus for golf tournaments or 
updating the inventory. 

He describes his job as “a constant 
challenge—one where the days are 
always changing and there’s always 
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WINTER AT THE CLUBHOUSE 


stuff to do.” And although free golf is 
one of the perks of the job, he only 
got out five or six times this year. 
“Sometimes you just want to get 
away from work.” 


DAVID EAYRS, ROYAL MAYFAIR GOLF 
CLUB 


The story is a bit different for David 
Eayrs, executive chef at the Royal 
Mayfair Golf Club. His days are busy, 
period—just a different kind of busy. 
He does the 10-12 hours a day thing 
regardless of the season, but winter 
is a less frantic, but more unpre- 
dictable, kind of busy. For the other 
cooks though, the off-season typical- 
ly means their evenings end at nine 
instead of 11 or 11:30. 

Again, summer brings the golfers 
and that means more people milling 
about, both inside and outside. But 
Eayrs said that banquets, weddings 
and Christmas parties keep them 
busy with year-round functions you 
don’t have to be a member to book. 
They are so busy that the staff level 
Stays the same, winter or summer. 

Eayrs admits that he does spend 
more time in the kitchen during the 
summer months. And, just like 
Wrightson, the arrival of falling snow 
shifts him into more of a planning 
mode, dealing a bit less with actual 
food and more with paper projects. 

Eayrs comes from a hotel back- 
ground and says that the whole 
country club atmosphere is very dif- 
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ferent. With hotels, people are there 
because they have to be—usually en 
route from one place to another. At 
the Mayfair, “People are here 
because they want to be.” 

The whole country club atmos- 
phere is definitely homier and Eayrs 
said it’s not uncommon for some of 
the members to stop in for lunch six 
or seven days a week. Sometimes he 
can even figure out who a bill belongs 
to without even seeing the name—just 
by looking at what they ordered. 

The “one big family” approach 
allows everybody to get to know 
everybody else. It doesn’t hurt that 
Eayrs makes a point of getting out 
and talking to the people who eat his 
food. You can often find him in the 
dining room, stopping to chat at 
every table in the place. 

And in the summer, Eayrs even 
golfs with the members. It builds rela- 
tionships and ups the personal factor. 

When golf isn’t an option, he offers 
other little extras. Things like very 
small, very personalized cooking 
classes—They tell me what they want 
to do." Or there's the chef's table, 
where he cooks a custom-designed, 
five course dinner for a few members 
and then “sits, eats and chats” with 
them for a good two to three hours. 

Whatever the season, Eayrs says 
it's about giving the members such a 
great experience that they say “wow.” 
The idea is to “give them something 
they won't get anywhere else.” 

But there is one thing he can’t do 
in the winter—golf. The “40 or 50 
rounds of it” that he manages to find 
time for during the summer. vw 


APRIL 17-19, 2009 
BIG FOUR BUILDING 
FRAT 3-10 145. 16-8 SOM The 
FTMrEne Oe 


events yet! 


Tropa the Weys We Pra 
Discos the Qusctian Power cf Prayer 
evenly Cnt 

een tena oosth PAD 


ViGIOVEERIS 


Knots SOE. UTERO Cty Geta? GET tienes GD Jace 4A" 


ean 


Oh Poppycock! 
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So you've got the day off and have 
absolutely no responsibilities or obliga- 
tions. Or maybe you do, but they're the 
kind you can ignore or “forget,” and any 
looming repercussions simply don't faze 
you. Whatever you choose to do with 
your day, you're definitely going to need 
food. You want snack food; something 
easy to grab and even easier to eat. 
Sure, you can put out all the old stand- 
bys, but if you want something salty- 
and-sweet-and-crunchy-and-addictive, 
and something that tastes so much bet- 
ter than the stuff you are going to find 
on store shelves, make Poppycock. 

It only takes a few minutes (well, 
maybe a few minutes more than a few 
minutes), and is so worth the effort. You 
can do it whenever the urge strikes and 
have it on hand for any last-minute !’m- 
not-leaving-the-house-today emergen- 
cies, or you can do it on the big day 
itself. Whatever works. 

The ingredients are simple and any 
popcorn-loving creature should already 
have them on hand—popcom, oil, butter, 
sugar, salt, corn syrup, baking soda and 
cream of tartar. Well, maybe not the 
cream of tartar part, but it's nothing that a 
quick trip to the grocery store can't solve. 

Once you're the proud owner of a lit- 
tle glass jar of cream of tartar, the first 
thing you need to do is pop your pop- 
corn—in a pot with oil. Do not use a hot 
air popper. They have the amazing abili- 
ty to render a potentially crisp, crunchy 
and delicious kernel of corn into an 
inedible, spongy mass of tastelessness 
And if you start with awful popcorn, 
don’t bother going any further. It will 
just turn into awful Poppycock. Consider 
yourself warned 


SO DIG OUT a pot, drizzle in a couple of 
tablespoons of oil, add three kernels of 
popcorn (my magic number | guess), put 


UC A 
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OR CARAMEL POPCORN) 


fh TUPAC NEI) 


| 2 cups light brown sugar, packed 
1 cup butter — 
1 


a lid on top of the whole thing (but leave 
a bit of a breathing hole), and wait. 
Once you hear the three explosive little 
pops, pour in a heaping half-cup of pop- 
corn kernels, plunk the lid back on and 
give it a shake every few seconds. Once 
you can hear nothing but the lovely 
sound of exploding kernels, and the lid 
on your pot is being magically transport- 
ed toward the ceiling, dump some of the 
popped popcorn into a bow! sprayed 
with PAM, and keep popping until your 
kitchen becomes quiet again. 

Once the popcorn is popped, make the 
caramel sauce. Haul out another pot, one 
with a bit of room, and melt the butter 
over medium heat. Once it's almost melt- 
ed, add the brown sugar and corn syrup 
and stir Keep stirring until the whole 
mixture comes to a boil—no cheating. If 
you don’t stir it constantly, it just might 
separate into a big mess. So stir. 

Once it boils, turn down the heat a bit 
and simmer it, without stirring, for five 
minutes. While you're waiting, preheat 
your oven to 250 degrees and combine 
the salt, cream of tartar and baking soda 
ina little bowl. Then, when the five min- 
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utes is up, take the bubbling mass off 
the heat, dump in the salt/cream of tay 
tar/baking soda mixture and stir yet 
again. My kids love this part—it's lik 
little science experiment. The whole 
concoction takes on a life of its ow 
bubbling up to at least twice its original 
size. Stir it up (it will calm down), pour it 
over the bowl of waiting popcorn, and 
mix it all together. 

The idea is to put the caramel-y mi 
ture on a couple of greased baking sheet 
and throw it in the oven for about an hour, 
stirring it every so often. And, in our 
house, we do that—with some of it. Bu 
my kids like it best before it even sees the 
inside of the oven; when it’s hot and 
gooey and messy and ultra-yummy. So try 
it both ways. 

That's the basic recipe. Pretty simpli 
But you don’t have'to stop there—throw 
in some nuts for even more crunch. Ur 
M&M's for colour. Or drizzle the who! 
thing with melted chocolate after \\ 
baked: Use your imagination. And don't 
worry about leftovers: this will keep ‘ur 
a while. But I’m guessing you ate)! 
going to have to deal with that. w 
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When you think of Canadian wine, what 
provinces do you think of? Typically the 
answers to that are B.C. or Ontario. But 
Nova Scotia also has a blossoming wine 
industry. Frankly, | hadn't tried anything 
from the eastern province but that 
changed when | opened a bottle of Jost 
Seyval Blane 2004. 

When first | opened this very clear 
wine, | noticed a crisp clean nose with 
beautiful citrus throughout. My first taste 
was equally as pleasant as | found the 
sweetness very inviting and subtle. The 
sweetness soon gave way to a smooth 
richness with hints of apricot. The body 
remained supportive of the fruit through- 
out the evolution of the taste. 

| found this wine to be far from 
stellar but a wonderful surprise that 


will have me looking to try more from 
Nova Scotia. 5 

Next, | decided to try a wine that has 
been a steady seller from years past. It 
i$ a Wine with a reputation that, depend- 
ing on your perspective, is either good or 
bad. Cheap and cheerful is what Blue 
Nun 2006 can easily be called. 

| am not sure if, in my youth, | ever 
begged for a glass from my parents. But | 
decided to see if this wine has something 
to offer beyond its interesting blue bottle, 


This wine shows as a slightly yellowish 
juice and emits a clean but simplistic 
odour. The nose offers only a slight hint of 
what is to come. 

Upon tasting, | found the wine to be 
light with just a hint of fruit. It was easy 
to drink and consistent but rather simple, 
| waited for something to develop but it 
never did. With little body or uniqueness, 
it Was really an uninteresting bottle of 
wine to drink. Not terrible, just boring, 

Life is too short for boring! w 
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Daily lunch & dinner buffet 


HOURS OF TION. ° 
SUN-THU 11:30am-1upm 
FRI&SAT 11:30am-2am 


HAPPY HOURS: 
DAILY 4-6pm 


of the tasting is $50, and it starts at 7 pm. 
To register, call 780.421.9463, 


~ MSO HUNGRY. 


| know we like to talk a big game around 
here about fancy places to eat and 
refreshing beverages that will also 
impress your friends, but when it comes 
down to crunch time you know we're 
eating out of the hallway vending 


10511-82 Ave 
780.436.0556 
reservations recommended 


Exclusive wine & beer menu 

to compliment our fine food 
take out menu available 
EXOTIC INDIAN HORS D'OEUVRES 


machine. Which is why it’s a tragedy 
that the thing hasn't been filled since 
before Christmas. We're down to Glos- 
sette Raisins here, and that’s it! Also, 
noboday likes those things. Please help. - 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
events in Edmonton. Have an event our 
city’s gourmands should know about? 
Juste-mail dish@vueweekly.com 
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MOLSON WING NIGHT 
SO CENT WINGS, 3.50 MOLSON DRAFT 6-10PR 


LADIES MARTINI NIGHT. 
; 4.80 MARTIN 8:12PM. 


KARAOKE 
EVERY SATURDAY | 
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Ain’t nothing but Junkyard dogs 


Ice climbing and annual fest are Canmore rites 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 

hadows blanket the tributaries 
S: the Spray Lakes valley, chill- 

ing the air in the Junkyards 
Communication is stripped down: 
“take,” “on belay,” “climbing” and the 
simple warning, “ice.” It’s the last that 
resonates as | sink my ice axe into a 
crystal bulb and shear off jagged frag- 
ments. I say it to warn those below but 
I'm already ascending past it. Forget- 
ting everything and everyone beyond 
the frozen, multi-faceted pitch. 

In some ways, climbing ice is a 
sport for the dysfunctional, mirroring 
our deformities. Cracked, hard, bro- 
ken, misshapen, brittle. The settings 

Lare-remote,-unpredictable, fragile and 
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CLIMBING 


cold. The primary tools—ice axes and 
crampons—are sharp, serrated 
objects with which to cut away 
excess, cleave imperfections, isolate 
essentials. Failed relationships, frac- 
tured hopes and the selfish parts of 
the soul all fall away on the pitch. 
Flying shards nick my face in the 
cold. One false move and my front- 
points almost slip on the final face. At 
the top I breathe deep, shocked by the 
sudden exposure to a new perspective. 
I'm surfacing from a deep sea dive. 
Crisp blue sky contrasts with small, 


hard set firs and scrub clinging to the 
precipice. My frosty breath dissipates. 

Slowly, everything returns. “Take,” I 
call down to Mike Trehearne, the 
guide from Yamnuska Mountain 
Adventures. Young, tall and wiry 
with firm features and ice blue eyes, 
he’s already freeclimbed this pitch and 
now he’s working the rope. I haven't 
known him several hours but I 
already trust him with my safety. I 
have to. For as much as it’s individual, 
ice climbing is also about dependence 
and healthy relationships. Trust and 
communication. 

Safely suspended by the lead rope, | 
back down off the pitch. I'm leaning 
out into nothing, looking over my 


shoulder at a deformed layer cake of 
ice approximately 10 metres high. On 
either side of Scottish Gully rocky 
slabs frame the narrow cascade. To 
my left | can see Ha Ling Peak, for- 
merly known as Chinaman’s Peak. 

Below the peak, an aluminum 
hydro pipe carries water downhill to 
the Spray Lakes power generation 
station. Until the new pipe replaced it 
just a few years ago, condensation 
from the old wooden pipe used to 
sweat onto the nearby slopes where it 
froze and formed climbing pitches, 
Trehearne reminisces. 

The disappear- 
ance of a climbing 
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The name change came about because 
organizers didn’t want to usurp the 
Canmore fest, explains Tuck, but to {ili 
in for it. They also wanted people to 
know that this festival would be slightly 
different. 

One significant change will be the 
absence of the giant ice wall in town 
centre. “Looking around at other festi 
vals, some of the more popular ones 
have a slightly different format, more 
grassroots” says Tuck. “We decided to 
go that route.” 

There will still be plenty of climbing 
on natural ice, with clinics, demo gear 
: and self-guided 
tours. There may 


surface is unfortu- 
nate. But there's so 
much natural ice in 
the Canmore area 
it’s merely a trickle 
next to the near 
loss of the region's 
premier winter 
climbing fest. 


THE ROPES WERE 
HANGING stack on 


the Canmore Ice 


Festival earlier: 


this season. With 
the economy offi- 
cially in recession 


ROPE IN 


Yamnuska Mountain Adventures 
The alpine experts at Yam host clinics 
throughout the weekend, and guide 
services for climbers, skiers and other 
expeditions in all seasons. To book 
your trip visit yamnuska.com. 


Knucklebasher ‘09 
Novice or seasoned pro, Knucklebasher 
‘09 offers activities for all. It takes place 
the weekend of February 6 - 8. For more 
information visit knucklebasher.com. 


Adventure Logistics © 
New out of Calgary, it provides event 


even be competi 
tions at Haffnei 
Creek, pending a 
successful permit 
application. In 
town the focus is 
on social events, 
film showings and 
presentations by 
alpine celebrities 
The organizers 
are hoping for 
turnouts in the 
range of 200 to 
300 people for the 
Main evening 
events. For an 


Yamnuska (Yam 
for short) had 
backed out as the 
main sponsor and 
organizer. 

It was can- 
celled in late October. And it might 
have stayed dead. But within the 
community, people got talking. And 
before November passed, several 
local businesses and an upstart from 
Calgary had banded together to resur- 
rect it. 

The fact that Leslie Tuck, a Calgari- 
an, was oné of the main people who 
breathed life back into the event could 
have been sensitive in a small moun- 
tain town, “I created a little bit of a stir 
because | was kind of an unknown 
from Calgary,” says Tuck “Everybody 
was curious to see who I was. But 
once people realized there was com- 
mitment there, everybody was keen.” 
Naturally, getting an ice fest back was 
something everyone could get behind. 
And with a cast of key supporters from 
Wicked Gravity, Valhalla Pure, Yam- 
nuska and the Alpine Club of Canada 
on board, there was solid backing. 

Things quickly revived. Major 
sponsors like Arc'Teryx, Mountain 
Equipment Co-op, Petzl and Outdoor 
Research were still eager. Yam 
agreed to provide the guides and 
expertise for the clinics. Tuck’s newly 
formed company, Adventure Logis- 
tics, is coordinating events, promo- 
tion and the general organization of 
the festival. 

The festival has also taken on new 
life, as “Knucklebasher ’09,” to differ- 
entiate it from the traditional festival. 
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coordination services and logi 
port for arranging expeditio 
out adventurelogistics.co). Vv 


impromptu 
replacement festi 
val put together in 
only a couple 
months, they 
have their wor! 
cut out for them—not least in getting 
word out to the broader community 
Tuck's company has invested both 
time and money into the venture, bul 
he says he'd be happy to just break 
even, 


WILDERNESS ENCOUNTERS requir: 


waivers in our modem society. Befor: 
we were allowed out on the ice, Tre 
hearne presented forms for us to sign 
“Where's the pen?” I ask, ready (© 
arbitrarily scrawl! my initials to any 


‘thing. “I have to ask you to actually 


read it all first,” he says in a stern bu! 
friendly tone, then waits while w< 
complete the perfunctory task. 

The list of warnings on the back o! 
the form is extensive. While th: 
chances of being mauled by a wild 


-bear are still closer to astronomical 


this is not your five-star resort. Il’: 
nature. No condos, fine dining © 
spas. That sensibility probably has 
something do to with why Yamnuska 
guides are mildly resentful of the 
condo development that has grow!! 
up around their base ops—a log cabin 
with big windows that used to boast 
better view, says Trehearne. 

Little consequence, though, when 
it’s only a 10-minute drive to world 
class climbing. The access to the Junk 
yards is just past the Canmore Nordic 
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| Marmot Basin kicks out the 
jams for Jasper in January 
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The Jasper in January festival is in full 
swing up at Marmot Basin. This weekend 
and early next week, numerous fun com- 
petitions are planned. The first event is 
the VIA Rail Jam taking place in the 
reshaped park on Saturday, January 24. 
All riders and jibbers are welcome to 
plunk $10 down and enter. Just to whet 
your appetite, I’m told that a Marmot 
Basin season's pass is up for grabs, mak- 
ing for a pretty exciting competition. 
Spectators are welcome to view the 
event and enjoy the tunes. 


4211-106 Street Edmonton, AB 
780-413-4554 TheEasyRider.com 


If you can tear yourself away from the 
park that day you may want to partake in 
the Marmot Basin Fun Poker Run. Playing 
cards will be distributed and hidden all 
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across the hill including lift stations, 
benches, trees ete. All you have to do is 
find the best cards, put together a Winning 
hand and head for the lower chalet to play 
them and collect your winnings. I'm told its 
winner take all but they may be bluffing. 

If all that skiing and riding has tuck- 
ered you out then maybe a little sit down 
watching an Alberta Freestyle competi- 
tion is what the doctor ordered. Alberta's 
best will be pounding the moguls and tak- 
ing to the air as they vie for top honours. 
The youngsters are my favourites 
because they are absolutely fearless as 
they take to the air. 

While hanging out at the base lodge 
this weekend, don’t forget to sit in one of 
the Hyundai cars on display and have a 
quick chat with the salesman. Not only 
-are they a pretty sweet ride, there's a 
$2500 drawing each day for anyone who 
participates. 

Saturday night is also the Street Party. 
The town is converting Patricia Street into 
a pedestrian thoroughfare for the evening, 
with an ice maze, mascots, live music, DJs 
and lots of fun displays and games, w 
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jLocal 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 


B Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs now open. 
|} Sum Ridge — 60cm base, Zom of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
} Edmonton Ski Club — Open. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park— 70cm base. 6 lifts and 8 runs open. 

Castle Mountain — 61~132cm base, 30cm of new:snow. 6 lifts and 50 runs open. 
Laks Louise — 153-172cm base, no new snow. 9 lifts and 123 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 79cm base, Sem of new snow. 6 lifts and 75 runs open. 

Mt. Norquay — 85cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 26 runs open. 

Nakiska — 16-59cm base, no new snow. § lifts and all runs open. 


Sunshine Village — 131cm base, 21cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 100 runs open. 


Tawatinaw — 46cm base. 4 lifts and 23 runs open. 


B.C. 


Apex — 169cm base, no new snow. 3 lifts and 67 runs open. 

Big White — 152om base, no new snow. 15 lifts and 109 runs open. 
Femie — 168-175cm base, 33cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 110 runs open. 
Kicking Horse — 124cm base, no new snow. 

Kimberley — 79cm base, 10cm of new snow. § lifts and 68 runs open. 
Mt Washington — 87cm base, no new snow. 3 lifts and 45 runs open. 
Panorama — 41-73cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 119 runs open. 
Powder King — 152-268cm base, no new snow. 

Red Mountain — 132cm hase, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Revelstoke — 159cm base, no new snow. 

Silver Star — 125-156em base, no new snow. 11 lifts and 114 runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 96-13ficm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 129cm base, no new snow. 


| White Water — 157cm base, no new snow. 


Pee Be Se ee ee, 
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49 North — 254-287cm hase, no new snow. § lifts and 70 runs open. 

Big Sky — 104-155cm baso, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Crystal Mountain — 128cm base. 6 lifts and 45 runs open. 

Groat Divide — 76cm base. 7 lifts and 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 147-213cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Mt. Spokane — 119-173cm base, 15cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Schweitzer Mt. — 132-188cm. 8 lifts and 92 runs open. 

Silver Mt. Resort — 84cm base. 5 lifts and 67 runs open. 

Sun Volley — 81-114cm base. 13 lifts and 88 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Jan 21, 2009. 
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CLIMBING 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 


Centre on the south end of town. From 
: : the small, snowy parking lot it's a short 
ss —S : i - walk past the nordic “ghetto,” a string 
ae of small, beat down bungalows over- 
looking Spray Lake that are sometimes 
t I S occupied by athletes from the Canadian 
or Alberta nordic teams. 
aan ail As we walk, Trehearne swings his 
arm broadly, pointing at the moun- 
tains as he talks about guiding 
climbers up Ha Ling and various other 
peaks in the area. His gesture carries 
a sense of pride and ownership. 
Despite hailing from southern Alberta, 
these are his mountains. Canmore is 
his home and he‘d have a hard time 
imagining himself elsewhere. 

Halfway up the slope to the Junk- 
yards, he points out a thick block of 
ice in our path. “We call these death 
cookies,” he says, “because if you step 
on one it’s like being on roller skates. 
You'll slide right to the bottom.” 

Like the log cabin where he works, 


easy being 


GREEN! 


Take the ETS Bus *599 to 
Snow Valley on Weekends and 
Holidays and help cut down your 
carbon footprint. Bus *599 stops 
at the University of Alberta and 
Southgate Mall and brings you 


he notes the gradual changes, like the 
addition of the town’s first traffic circle. 
Canmore is a growing community with 
new buildings underway around town. 
But, through luck or design, none are so 
high that they obscure the mountains. 


IN THE CITY, ice is the mundane nui- 
sance that coats cars and sidewalks. 
But as I descend Scottish Gully, I see it 
differently. Ice is part of the water 
cycle, like rain, snow, tides, avalanch- 
es. One of the greatest and most pow- 
erful forces in nature. Its surface can 
be brittle or soft, jagged or smooth, 
but it gains strength as it gathers 
more and more drops of water togeth- 
er and crystallizes them, creating 
bonds between particles. 

Squarely on the ground again, | 
yank the rope to get some slack and 
untie myself, reversing the tail of the 
rope through the double figure-eight 
knot. My brother Tim takes up the rope 
and begins his first ever ascent on ice. 
While on the ice myself, I'd felt free of 
the stresses of family, relationships, 
careers. The challenge of the ice con- 


directly to Snow Valley! 


Visit www.snowvalley.ab.ca and click 
on the link to Map and Directions for 
the ETS *599 Bus Route and Schedule. 
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Every year at Sunshine Village, the resort 
honours the many workers that have come 
from afar to labour on its slopes. For many 
years now, most of the foreign staff have 
come from Australia, providing the inspira- 
tion for a popular annual celebration at the 
hill for Australia Day. This year the festivi- 
ties will take place on Monday, January 26. 
If you're planning to head up or better yet, 
ies make a long weekend of it, find some 
Ashtanga green and gold clothes to wear and get 
ready to party. | wonder if an Edmonton 
Eskimo Jersey would suffice or would that 
offend the Calgary faithful? 

Ah, who cares, just go for it. The 


www.snowvalley.ab.ca 780.434.3991 
119 St. off Whitemud Dr. 
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EDMONTON YOGA STUDIO 
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Hatha 


12039 — 127 street 


www.edmontonyogostudio.com 
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PACKAGE 


FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ° 3ST 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
MORE 
INNQ@SUITES 


Www.canmoreinn.com 


Aussies won't mind. The day kicks off at 


10:30 am with a good natured cricket 
match taking place near the Wawa lift. 
Following the match combatants and 
guests are welcome to head up to Mad 
Trapper's Saloon for a good old fashioned” 
“sausage sizzle." Final event of the day 
will be the ever popular thong throwing 


ACCOMODATIO 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE SOON! 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


Deluxe room with 2 queen beds 


One ski pass per adult for one of the Big Three Resorts: 
(Sunshine Village, Lake Louise or Mount Norquay) 
Free deluxe continental breakfast 

Three-story waterslide, indoor pool, hot tub 


and fitness room 
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sumed my attention. It was liberating. 

But watching Tim, my thoughts 
turn again. Life can be broken down 
into little more than paperwork, a cal- 
culation of risk and a series of knots 
In the solitude of an ice fall you 
account for every step. A false hold or 
a slight misstep and you slip back, but 
if the rope is there you don’t fal) 
Waivers are our way into, and out of, 
the wilderness. You sign on the line 
and take responsibility for yourse|; 
and those around you. You tie in. 

Most people don’t climb alone 
despite the individual aesthetic of the 
sport. Two people is the standard 
minimum, but still most of us yearn 
for the community. For climbers, a 
festival fills that gap. For some, it’s 
taking a course with a registered 
guide outfit like Yamnuska, for others 
it’s carpooling to classic climb "The 
Ghost.” Still others will simply drink in 
the aura of calloused wisdom from 
evening presenters like the legendary 
Chic Scott. No matter which route we 
choose, one thing is clear. 

You need somebody on belay. v 


Crikey Mate! Sunshine hosts Australia Day 


competition. Before you get too exciteo 
about this final event, let me remind you 
that an Australian thong is really just a 
North American flip-flop. | know they 
practise this event in Iraq and George 
Bush has been a close participant but | 
didn’t realize it had become an interna- 
tional party game. w 
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a little bit of irony in Syl- 
vain Voyer's big homecoming 
at the AGA this month. It’s iron- 
ic that the institution he was most 
critical of in the 1970s (when it was 
the Edmonton Art Gallery) is celebrat- 
ing his diverse career, even if it means 
being parodied in his work. There is 
also a Sad irony that this is a home- 
coming for a man who never left, and 
whose body of work could largely be 
summed up a long love letter to 
Alberta, | “space and light.” 
voyer was born and raised in 
Edmonton. In 1961, he graduated 
from the Alberta College of Art and 
Design. Between 1967 and 1971, he 
lived in New York City, but returned in 
1971, because, as he,says in the 1977 
pant ide Attitude, “the art 
“tn 1973, he founded Edmon- 
tons first artist-run centre, Latitude 
53, as an alternative exhibition space. 
In the late 1980s, he started to travel 
between Alberta and Mexico. It was 
during this time that Voyer also began 
to focus on the Alberta landscape in 
the style for 3 he is most known 
for today. Voyer moved to his 
present home of Claresholm, Alberta 
to paint the | ‘Mountain foothills. 
Voyer's career has also been an 
acco} _He was a major pro- 
pore of \ art bank ga sat as 


er, curator of 
fe. “And he and 
damuch 
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more regionalist point of view.” 

The retrospective is a homecoming 
for his works, too. Much of Voyer's 
work is in private collections, and this 
is the first time works from different 
periods of his life have been brought 
together. In one case, there’s a paint- 
ing that hasn’t been seen in 44 years. 

“The TV Painting’ was shown at 
the 1964 Canadian Biennial that was 
held at the National Gallery [of Cana- 


da],” explains Miller. “It was part of- 


the practice to buy all of the art that 
was part of the Canadian Biennial, so 
they bought it and it went into the 
crate, and nobody has seen it since.” 

“It was an incredible moment,” he 
continues, “when we opened up this 
crate after how many years and Syl- 
vain was there. It was beautiful.” 


THOUGH VOYER is now known for his 
striking depictions of the land, his 
body of work indicates a restless 
interest in a variety of aesthetic sensi- 
bilities. His earliest work shows an 
interest in pop art. His “Recycled Art” 
series resembles the work of contem- 
poraries like Asger Jorn and the Situa- 
tionist Internationale. Like Jorn in his 
work “Le Canard Inquiétant,” Voyer 
took kitschy, discarded art and modi- 
fied it. In his work “Black Top,” for 
instance, Voyer humourously adds an 
asphalt road to a quiet country lane. 
These works, along with his “TV 
Series,” show a young artist with a sense 
of humour and an appreciation of what 
was going on elsewhere in the world. In 
addition to his pop works, he also exper- 


imented with “op art,” and lays claim to 
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one of the first incidents of performance 
art in Canada. In 1977, he exhibited a 
conceptual piece called “Mont Voyer’ at 
Latitude 53 (which can also be seen in 
the exhibition). Visitors to the show were 
briefed in one room by photographs of a 
fictitious mountain, designed to look 
real. When they entered the other room, 
they found “Mont Voyer" on the floor in 
front of them. 

However, walking through the AGA 
show, you get the sense that Alberta is 


Voyer'’s true love. From the beginning , 


of his career, through a flirtation with 
pop and op art, hard-edge modernism, 
conceptualism and even performance, 
he was always painting landscapes. 
“Even when he was doing all that 
stuff in the ‘60s and '70s, he was 
painting landscapes all along,” 
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explains Miller. “That's the first thing 
that he did and he never stopped.” 

His postcard-sized series of works 
from the 1970s, such as “Teddy's 
Lunch” and “Silverwood Dairy” cap- 
ture Edmonton in a state of crisis; it 
was at this time that our downtown 
started to empty into the suburbs and 
many landmarks began to fall into a 
state of abandonment and disrepair 

In the ’80s, Voyer began to intensively 
concentrate on the rural Albertan Jand- 
scape and, eventually, the Mexican land- 
scape. Works like “River Valley from the 
Highlands” feature big Alberta sky and 
the vibrant bright colours of the ravine 
His landscapes give the viewer a sense 
of the sublime, though they are not nec- 
essarily an authentic representation of 
the scene. Voyer's landscapes begin to 


border on Colourfield paintings; his work 
“Millenium Yellow” is perhaps the best 
example of this. Voyer positions the 
viewer in the branches of an autumn 
tree and fills the canvas with details of 
the golden leaves, with hardly a branch 
to be seen. The absence of a figure bor- 
ders on the hard-edge abstraction that 
Voyer was playing with earlier in his 
career, but he has come back around to 
itand has made it regional. 


THROUGH ALL HIS WORK, Voyer shows 


interest in and love for Alberta. He 
lived in New York for nearly three 
years but there’s a reason he chose to 
come back to Edmonton and work 
with regional subject matter. He 
addressed local subjects in a way 
artists who came before him did not: 
his painting of canola fields have 
become iconic. His legacy in this city 
will be as an historian, as an ambas- 
sador for the harsh splendour of this 
territory and this province 

“He’s going to be part of the region- 
al stories in Canada,” says Miller 

The recognition Voyer is receiving 
now is absolutely due; Voyer captures 
the character of Alberta, but he has 
also become an involuntary historian 
for a very important period in Edmon- 
ton’s art history. There are a good deal 
of artists, especially in Alberta, whose 
work could only exist because of Syl- 
vain Voyer, the artist and the activist 
Between his regional subject matter 
and his commitment to alternative 
exhibition spaces, his voice ends up 
being just as powerful as the mod- 
ernist school he was working against 

Would he have as great an impact if 
he had chosen less regional subject 
matter? His impact and his success were 
and continue to be contingent upon his 
drawing upon the space around him for 
inspiration. As he quotes a Parisian cntic 
in Latitude Attitude, “You're lucky to live 
in Canada, because that’s where living 
culture is; its not in New York. Every- 
thing there is flat, and you have all this 
light and space here... ." W 
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Harriet Macauley of Pair Dance Co. (London, UK) will 

spend a month at the Landing Pad in choreographic 
creation. Harriet teaches intensive Cunningham 

based Master Classes in contemporary technique 


@ 
ForeRE" 


eave 


music e film ¢ conference 


2», 


fh 


You 


could be played 


on radio stations acress 


added te the 


Canada 


Every Canaan NXNE performer 6 GTN trade that gets the music of 


TIP SHEET, a one-of-a-kind pipeline to nation 
the best homegrown NXNE musicians straight 


music and program directors acress the country. 


MUSICIANS: Apply te play the th 
Online submiss 


NXNE 09 submissions are open 
Apply fer a chance te get yeur act on stage 


festival and conference next yore. 


SIRIUS iin 


SATEAAITE RADIO 


annual NXNE 
ions only: 


until January 31,2009. 
tor anche premier music 


Goat colores 


— 


ona 


gut to over 250 influential 


ar 
bans 


- 


Get it straight 
Montgomery's Crooked Head explores 
masculinity with mixed results 


ADAM WALDAON-BLAIN / adamwb@vueweokly.com 

espite some solid pieces and 
D: ambition to raise the stan- 

dard for the type of work dis- 
played at DIY shows in Edmonton, 
September's Cockfight at the Artery 
seemed to be lacking, despite efforts 
to’keep the work cohesive. Many of 
the works (and not only the weaker 
ones) felt alone, joined to the show 
only by a superficial reading of the 
theme. Compared to the core of the 
show, the weaker works seemed for- 
gettable, and gave a raggle-taggle 
impression to the whole show, damp- 
ened by the spectacle of the stronger 
central works 

The work of that show shares a lot 
with Sean Montgomery’s Crooked 
Head, up now at Latitude 53. An 
Edmontonian going to school in Mon- 
tréal, Montgomery starts in the same 
place as the September show, and his 
aesthetic and subject matter overlap 
with the Mountain Man images of 
Nickelas Johnson and Norman Omar. 
Given its own space, Montgomery's 
paintings go somewhere which the 
others could not. 

Montgomery turns to the Albertan 
man of the wilderness, a mythical 
embodiment of masculinity, and 
devotes everything to it, down to his 
roughly hung, unstretched canvases. In 
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CROOKED HEAD 
WORKS BY SEAN MONTBOMERY 
LATITUDE 3 (10248-1061 
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his previous works Montgomery has 
used crude drawing techniques to 
address constructions of masculinity, 
and here you can see his painting tech- 
nique becoming more complicated. 
“Would You Like to Pet My Trouser 
Snake?” is an entry point where his 
historical techniques are the most visi- 
ble—tt is the least subtle of the works, 
and the weakest, both in terms of tech- 
nique and subject matter, with its obvi- 
ous parallels to Cockfight and the more 
forgettable, literal works therein. 


FROM THIS POINT, Montgomery deve! 
ops a striping painting technique tha; 
seems to come to its fruition in mask 
like images of a bear and himself. tic 
paints hard, his impasto lines workin 
with his refined but still crude draw. 
ing to reinforce the manliness of the 
process, and draws in other relateq 
elements of identity, particular|y 
nationalist ones. Aside from the 
implicit cowboys, the techniques 
bring to mind other icons of mascy 
line and nationalistic physical imag; 
nation, his striped shapes Sittine 
somewhere between mid-centuy, 
geometric abstraction and rough, pre 
Christian stone-carving. 

But not all of the images fight quite 
hard enough to call into question th: 
mythic cowboy narrative portrayed 
Montgomery's stated aims include 
“{making) work that reflects boti 
dominant and subordinate view- 
points” and exploring connection 
between masculinity and destruction 
In “Would You Like to Pet My Trouse; 
Snake?” he attempts bold satire, but 
this appeal to irony is messy and eas 
ily overlooked, leaving a biite: 
impression, and at best the paintin; 
seems humorous but hackneyed— 
certainly not sharp. ; 

His duplicitous and duplicated 
mask self-portraits are better: in “Jean 
Mattieu Montgomerie,” he revels in 
the true nature of his mythical fascis- 
tic facade. Exploiting humour as well 
as his transplanted-to-Montréal status 
and another layer of nationalistic 
imagery (the Québec flag and the 
implied fleur-de-lis), he successfully 
sets his myths at odds with one 
another, pushing them into a fatal 
shoot-out. ¥ 


Where’s the Here? 


E | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 


AMY FUNG 
| amy@yueweekly.com 


Serendipitously walking by a piece of 
graffiti text that read “Be here now or 
nowhere” near his Toronto home, artist 
and curator Micah Lexier thought he had 
stumbled upon the perfect title for his 
curatorial exhibit in Grande Prairie. 

Following on 2008's Ed Bader curation 
featuring international and regional 
video-based artists such as Bill Viola, 
John Will, David Hoffos and Lexier him- 
self taking over storefront windows 
throughout downtown Grande Prairie, 
Lexier was invited back by the Prairie Art 
Gallery to curate this year's exhibition 

Running until the end of January, Here 
Now or Nowhere features a series of tem- 
porary public art works throughout Grande 
Prairie’s downtown core in windows, 
shops and theatres. Robert Steven, the 
gallery's executive director, noted the ana 
gram between “here now” and “nowhere” 
and suggested dropping the “be” all 
together, feeling the verb may be too 
emphatic. Only after artist talks and sur- 
veying the exhibit, I'm left wondering if the 
omitted “be” also plays upon the lack of a 
local ontological presence. 

Construgted as a public art intervention 


exhibition banking on Grande Prairie’s 
remoteness, Here Now or Nowhere features 
several new works by artists like Adad Han- 
nah and Jan Peacock, but features mostly 
older works by the likes of Kelly Mark, Ger- 
maine Koh and Neil Goldberg. Hannah and 
Peacock’s works*are the only storefront 
pieces that successfully collaborate with their 
venue, while the remainder of the works 
appear in rotation along a two-block stretch. 

The overall exhibition was repeatedly 
touted by senior critic Robert Enright as 
“good an exhibit as you'll see anywhere,” 
but therein lies the problem: that this 
exhibit has mostly been crafted for any- 
where, and in so doing disconnects it 
from a relative social milieu. 


GRANDE PRAIRIE, like most small to mid- 
size cities dependent on automobiles with 
low pedestrian traffic and a sparse central 
population, shares the fate of a quiet down- 
town district. After dark, the core inevitably 
empties, with the exception of a consistent 
murmur surrounding the York Hotel and a 
steady flow of pickup trucks hauling skidoos 
to and from the highway. So for an exhibit 
where the majority of works are situated 
downtown and can only be seen after dark, 
the exhibit is certainly as good an exhibit as 
you'll see anywhere, but the major differ- 
ence is whether the exhibit will be identified 
by the present and local public 


Standing as mostly strong works inde 
pendent of each other and of the publi 
spaces they have been situated, the vider 
projections finally became visible by early 
Saturday evening. After walking the thre: 
blocks of a deserted 100 Avenue, | wa: 
basking in the encounter of works on dis 
play, but left wondering if I've gained any 
insight into the actual places visited 

An ephemeral encounter such as Mai 
"Glow House” is perhaps the best examp' 
of the conundrum, Filling an old two-sto 
house with dozens of televisions se 
identical channels, the simultaneous flicke’ 
of their synchronized screens illuminate () 
house into a pulsating glow. As an all-to' 
familiar sight for any suburban walke' 
the night, “Glow House” was first create’ 
in 2001 through Winnipeg's Plug-In ICA t 
an audience that Mark estimates to be 1 
more than a dozen. Reincarnating 1N vo’ 
ous cities since, the idea arrived in Grand? 
Prairie for a single weekend to a small 
handful who sought it out, but mostly e's! 
ed for the majority of oblivious drivers ° 
an idling security vehicle. Although so” 
vehicles would slow down and ask w 
was going on, more often than nol \"' 
reception was to honk or rev at the ou! 
place onlookers standing in the street 

Although | strongly agree that the °°! 
bre of this exhibit are as good as 4" 
where, | could only suggest that the 2 
works alongside their locations build upo! 
a shared sense of “here” for next yea. 


Amy Fung is the author of PrairieA’ 
sters.com 
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Burning up 


Cast, crew and writer combine 
for a blistering Citadel production 


PAUL BLINDV / blinoy@vueweekly.com 
| Yow that we're together, 
| everything feels better” is a 
sentiment you'd expect to see 
plugged into the ending of a heartwarm- 
ing drama, a closing line to hammer a 
happy ending home, rather than a hor- 
rors-of-war play like Scorched. But with 
that statement hanging as its tagline, 
Wajdi Mouwad's harrowing script—here 
brought to stage via a collaborative 
effort between the Citadel and the 
National Arts Centre in Ottawa—makes 
a haunting excavation of one family’s 
charred-black history. “No matter what 
happens, ! will always love you,” tries 
one character, but Scorched really puts 
the ne matter what to the test in a darkly 

affecting production. 

The two-stranded narrative begins 
after Nawal (played at various ages by 


Janick Hébert, Sarah Orenstein, and ' 


Diana Leblanc) finally speaks after 
five years of silence, only to pass 
away immediately thereafter. Het twin 
children—a brash amateur boxer 
named Simon (Gareth Potter) and 
Janine (Sophie Goulet), an analytical 
academic working on her PhD in 
mathematics—are summoned by the 
notary, They're given a letter each, 
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SCORCHED 

DIRECTED AY RICHARD ROSE 

WRITTEN BY WAJD! MOUAWAD 
TRANSLATED BY LINDA GABORIAU 
STARRING SOPHIE GOULET, GARETH POTTER, 
JANICK HEBERT, DIANA LEBLANE 
AICETHEATRE (828 - 101A AVE), $45 -$85 
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one addressed to a father they 
thought dead and the other to a 
brother they didn’t know existed. 

At first, the pair hesitate, resentful of 
their mother’s extended silence—Pot- 
ter’s first line erupts into a sailor- 
tongued tirade of curses on his mother. 
But when they finally start digging into 
the past, their mother’s tale of youthful 
love severed by war slowly illuminates 
its bleak truths in a black light. A few 
of those revelations drew audible 
gasps from the audience. 

Richard Rose's careful direction gives 
those twists and tums a steady sense of 
pacing. There's quite a bit of interplay 
between past and present in the script, 
particularly in the first act, where the 
two time periods share the sand-cov- 
ered stage. Rose often has the stylized 
lighting of Graeme S Thomson act as 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2009 @ 7PM. JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 


THOREYS Fe ANAS ARLS AN: Seka CPT. SA KEACKWEAN OLX ON TILE SCRUAKE. sacked! OO! WW WARKE WAN CAI 
a in Fo ma a arm im mes Act ime ne & nm HA wR se 


the only divider between the history and 
the present-day. It works without being 
distracting, and even enhances both, as 
the past and present begin to comment 
on each other: the latter's road con- 
struction sounds double as the former's 
machine gun fire. 


THE ENSEMBLE CAST embraces the 
material that has most of them playing 
multiple roles that span both times— 
they lend the script’s sense of poetry 
some grounding gravity. Goulet’s 
Janine is particularly engaging— 
though she starts out cold, lecturing on 
advanced mathematics and the beauty 
of the unsolvable equations, and emo- 
tionlessly noting to her brother that, 
angry or sad, one plus one still equals 
two. Jerry Franken’s multiple charac- 
ters also deserve note, with some 
character transitions happening on 
stage with a simple costume alteration 

Like all the best dramatists, Mouawad 
balances the horror of it all with ten- 


sion-cutting humour, and here he usual- 
ly does so through Paul Rainville’s bum- 
bling notary Alphonse. Though he 
seems a little silly in one scene, his chip- 
per, out-of-step attitude and constantly 
jumbled idioms cut into the tension 
when it needs to be relieved. “We're 
beginning to see the train at the end of 
the tunnel,” he cheers at one point. By 
that point, it’s been a long tunnel, and 
his bumbling is more than welcome 

Actually, that statement holds par- 
ticular merit with Scorched; the sec- 
ond act's final revelations hit with all 
the force of a locomotive. As 
Mouawad’s complicated tangle of 
past and present is finally unknotted 
and laid out for all to see, it’s both 
ghastly and brilliant at the same time: 
one plus one suddenly equals one, 
alone in company, struggling to com- 
prehend. It’s virtuoso storytelling, 
and, in truth when it all comes togeth- 
er in Scorched, it doesn’t quite feel 
better. But it feels complete. v 
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DANCE MOTIF 2009 
FR, JAN 23, SAT, JAN 24 (8 PM) 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE (B900 - 114 ST), S1O/S12 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
Choreographer Geraldine Manossa began 
working on Flight last September, but 
needed snow outside before she could let 
her dancers soar to their heights in the 
rehearsal studio. According to tradition, 
she wasn’t allowed to describe the sto- 
fies and characters involved in the piece 
until winter weather arrived. 

“In Cree culture, you can only tell tradi- 
tional stories unti! the snow has fallen,” 
she explains. “Once the snow falls— 
that's the time of storytelling.” 

But since her piece, which will be fea- 
tured in Orchesis’s annual Dance Motif, 
depended on many traditional legends 
that her dancers were unfamiliar with, 
Manossa patiently awaited the end of our 
unusually long autumn. 

“There's a creature called ‘Wasakachak,’ 
but | couldn't say that name,” she says, 
describing one of the essential characters in 
her piece. “He's a trickster, a teacher and a 
transformer. He can become a bird, and is a 
very central figure in traditional Cree stories.” 

Manossa found creative ways of hon- 
ouring her traditional beliefs while commu- 
nicating the stories and their mythical 
beings to her dancers. She gave them a 
book of poetry titled Blue Marrow by 
Louise Halfe, a Cree writer whose work 
incorporates the legends. In fact, it was 
Halfe’s vivid imagery that originally inspired 
Manossa to choreograph the piece. 


"She puts her poetry into this display 
of words that are so gorgeous | could see 
movement,” says Manossa. “As a dancer 
or mover, | was captivated by the pictures 
she created through using language and 
its ties to the land.” 

Manossa’s six dancers swoop and curve 
through space in a contemporary version of 
traditional Cree dance, using hoops and the 
Four Directions as they explore the spirit of 
the land, creating images of birds, butter- 
flies, water and mythical beings. The music 
is also a blend of old and new, with local 
percussionist Bob Fenske accompanying 
the dancers on stage to the sound of 
recorded music by Coast Salish composer 
Russell Wallace. 


THE EDMONTON QUEEN: 

THE ANAL JOURNEY 

DIRECTED BY GINA MOE 

WRITTEN BY & STARRING DARIN HAGEN 

THU JAN 22 - SUN, FEB 

TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS (10330 - B4 AVE), $18.50 -$23.50 


SARAH MALIK / malik@vueweekly.com 

When Darrin Hagen first walked into a 
drag show more than 25 years ago, he 
fell in love at first sight. Not with just any 
old drag queen, though:.amid the noise, 
the kitsch, the camp, the glitter and the 
pomp, he fell in love with himself. 

“It was an instant recognition,” he 
says almost reverently of the moment. “It 
wasn't so much thinking that this is what 
| want to do, but that this is who | am. | 
loved everything about it.” 

It's no surprise then, that despite the fact 
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usually prolific playwrigh; 
nis characters are autol), 
graphical to some extent, there is only on, 
whom he considers his true persona 

“Gloria is me, but times a million!” \, 
States about the protagonist of Th, 
Edmonton Queen: the Final Voyaq, 
which serves as both a pseudo chronic. 
and a memorial for Hagen’s time in ji), 
queer scene, with a particular emphasis 0, 
the friends he’s made and-lost along \/ 
way.. "She is everything | am without 3 
censorship, without any kind of off button. 

“When | first moved to Edmonton in ; 
late teens, | was a really loud, Teally qui 
ny, really feminine boy, and Gloria gave m; 
an outlet for that,” continues Hagen. ’s) 
gave me a lot of strength and the mear 
defense in a hyper-masculine world th; 
had no room for feminine men.” 


GRACE 

DIRECTED BY JOHN HUUSON 

WAITTEN BY CRAIG WRIGHT 

STARRING NATHAN CUGKOW, JEAN-PIERRE FOURNIER 
MYLA SOUTHWARD, FRANK ZOTTEA 

THU, JAN 22 ~SUN, FER (7:30 PM) 

VARSCOMA THEATRE (10329 -03 AVE), $17 - 25 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
Sometimes the grace of God is moi: 
ambivalent than it is benevolent. 

Ambiguous guidance from above car 
be interpreted the wrong way by thos: 
anxious for validation or, worse, wa 
never actually there, but ends up as ju 
tification for some bible-bending actio 
anyways. The result is a corrupted 
sense of god-given entitlement that 
based more on “but he willed me so 
human ego than genuine divine inter 
vention, the kind of mindset that puts 
faith in a shaky place. 

That kind of fervent dogma, held t 
Frank Zotter’s character in Shadow The 
atre’s production of Grace, is one thai 
the actor has a personal fascinatior 

“Fanaticism is scary to me,” Zotier 
explains. “It really is a challenge not \o 
judge this character, because normally | do 
Normally | look at people like this and say 
‘ugh. But | actually have a passionate kind 
of repulsion of this: ‘what is this about?” 

Zotter plays Steve, a born-again Christ 
ian zealot who's brought his wife Sara to 
Florida in an attempt to close a unique 
sales pitch: creating a chain of hotels 
with biblical appeal (“Where would Jesus 
stay?” Zotter explains with a laugh). Bul 
while he’s out signing contracts in the 
name of the lord, lonely Sara ends up 
befriending their neighbour, a scarred 
NASA scientist whose mutilating acc! 
dent cost both his faith and fiancée 

Their friendship sets off a collisior 
between all of their ance-set belie!s, 0 
their lives begin to intertwine, cracking 0! 
solidifying along the way, faith become 
a slippery thing to pin down. 

"So it's sort of how all these different oe 
spectives on faith and science and every!" 
intersect in this play,” director John Huds0” 
explains. “Some gain [faith], some lose | 

This isn’t the first time Hudson '\% 
presented a script by Craig Wrigl'. ° 
writer Hudson praises both for the ec 
nomics of his scriptwriting and for 
willingness to explore heavy themes 
albeit with a rich, dark sense of humou' 

"This is the brilliance of Wright: 0” " 
god, he's got some funny bits in there *" 
then he'll turn them on a dime,” Huds"! 
explains with a knowing smile. “He i 1g 
you going in one scene where you thin " 
quite light and [has] lots of Jaughs ‘a 
click, it just goes down a very dark road 
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Box choreographed by 
» $50 (adult}/$40 (student/senior) 


ee Auditorium, 1455-87 Ave, 
Across Canada: Stomp * 


Uj Jan 25 * Tickets at Jubilee Auditorium box office 
E TicketMaster, food/cash donations for 
‘GAY LERIES/MUSEUMS 
ALBERTA GRAFT COUNCIL 10196-106 St. 
ae enone Oat ara whl 
Sullivan Holdgrafes, ie Davidson and Matt Gould; 
until Apr 18 © Discovery Gallery: Recipients of the 
2008 Awards; until Feb 28 
ALBERTA Of PAINTER’S STUDIO 7711-05 St. 
790.465.5172 © Artworks by Susan Abma, Susan Box, 
Pat Eizings, Margaret Klappstein, and others 


ALLEN GRAY CONTINUING CARE CENTRE 5005-28 
Ave, 780,756.5009 * BACKYARDS AND OTHER 
NEIGHBOURHOOD TALES: Artworks by Gillian Willans 
and Allen Gray residents 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
780.459.3679 © Featuring artworks by Tinyan 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 » SYLVAIN VOYER: 
SURVEY 1957-PRESENT. until Mar 22 * JOHN 
FREEMAN: THE HORIZON AS IT SHOULD BE: Large digi- 
tal photographs; until Mar 22 * /MAGINING SCIENCE 
Until Feb 1 © Art for Lunch; Sylvain Voyer—fdmenton, the 
World and back again with Marcus Miller; free, 
Enterprise Square Atrium; Thu, Jan 29, 12:10-12:50pm 
Tom Radford talks about Sylvain Vayer and the cultural 
currents that formed Edmonton's artistic milieu in the 
1970s; Thu, Jan 29, 7-Spm; $10/free (AGA member) # 
Free (member|/$10 (adult\/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6- 
pee {Syrs and under)/$20 (family-2 adults, 4 chil- 
dren) 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave, 780.498.1984 © CAR CULTURE: Oil paintings on 
Edmonton's car culture by Christ! Bergstrom. Portraits 
and paintings from recent years as commentary on mod- 
em urban life * Until April 30 
DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St * RETRO- 
SPECTIVE: Sylvain Voyer * Until Jan 31 
FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, basement of the 
Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 * MANATEE MAMMARIES: 
Artworks by Mandy Espezel and Travis McEwen * 
Through Jan © Closing reception: Jan 31, 2-4pm 
GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library Main 
Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 ¢ THE 
Fe eae oooaxt by Sirilak Carter © Until 
n 


GALLERY IS 4930 Ross St, Red Deer, 403.341.4641 « 
IGNORANCE OF TRUTH: Artworks, by Lauren Cowles # 
Until Jan 31 


‘HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd FI, 10215-112 St, 780.426.4180 
© Maig Gallery: Artworks by Spyder Yardley-Jones; 
until Feb 14 © Fromt Room: Photographs by Nate 


. Larson; until Feb 14 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre, 
10831 University Ave, 780.433.5807 * TREES: Tree 
paintings by the St Albert Painters Guild pARTners * 
Until Jan 29 


JOHNSON GALLERY + Southside: 7711-85 St, 
780.465.6171; Artworks by Dave Ripley, Julie Drew, Trish 
Haugen, Shirley Thomas, Ada Wong; woodworks by Don 
Bauer ® Northside: 11817-80 St, 780.479.8424; Artworks 
by Audrey Pfannmuller, Don Sharpe and others * 
Through January x 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 © Featuring 
artworks by various artists 5 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10249-106 St. 2nd FI, 
* CROOKED HEAD: 


Paitings by Seah jomery; until Feb 14 © Main 
‘Sean Montgomery; unti ° 
‘Space: 100 STORIES ABOUT MY GRANDMOTHER: 


‘by Peter Kingstone; until Feb 14 


~AG 


LOFT GALLERY A. .). Ottewell Ants Centre, 590 
Paar ee 
County * Until Feb 28 bb 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of 4 Hospital, 8440-112 
pAnrTist . COMMON CONTRAST. Photons : 
jar 


MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public Art 

5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 * Painting and 

drawings by Robert Bailey * Jan 23-Feb 25 © Opening 

feception: Sun, Jan 25 

MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS 

INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 « 

Aboriginal Veterans Display * Gift Shop © Finger weav- 

ing and sash display by Celina Loyer 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St Anne Street, St 

Albert, 780.459.1528 * THE BISHOP WHO ATE HIS 

BOOTS: Celebration of the life and legacy of Isaac and 

pale ciaer and their mission to the Arctic * Until 
lar 


NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611-* BEST FRIENDS: DEPICTIONS OF DOGS: 
Artworks by Father Douglas * Until Feb 1 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space, 10183- 
112 St, 780.452.0286 * Photographs by Brianna Hughes 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 
Albert, 780.460.4310 * DOUBLE TAKE: Artworks by Jana 
Hargarten, Neil McClelland, Laura O'Connor, Beth 
Pederson © Until Jan 31 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper 
Rd, 780.427.1750 © Celebrating 100 Years of the UFA in 
Rural Communities Exhibit Until Mar 29 © Free 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
780.453.9100 * ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA: Craftsmanship 
and design distinctive to the Mexican cowboy; until Apr 
13 © HEIGHTS OF FASHION: History of the Elevated 
Foot: until Mar 8 ¢ Government House: Tours on Sat, 
Sun, holidays, 11am-4:30pm, ph 780.427 2281 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.489.3619 « 
RELATIONSHIPS AND INVESTIGATIONS: Anworks by 
Noni Boyle, Dick Der, Marianne Watchel, an others © 
Until Jan 27 


SMAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 * Main 
Gallery: MISSIONARY POSITION: Printworks by 
Joscelyn Gardener, until Feb 21, closing reception: Thu, 
Feb 19, 7-Spm * Studio Gallery: TRIAGE: AN ILLUS- 
TRATED GUIDE TO TREE SURGERY Printworks by Eric 
Steenbergen; until Feb 21; closing reception: Thu, Feb 
19, 7-9om * Red Strap Building (adjacent to SNAP); 
TAR PLANE WAYFARER: Works by Mitch Mitchell; until 
Jan 23; closing reception: Fri, Jan 23, 7-10pm 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 470 King St, Spruce 
Grove, 780.962.0664 « TRANSPARENCIES: Artworks by 
Dafina Gueourguieva * Until Jan 24 


STEPPES GALLERIES 1253 adn 1259-91 St « WEST 
GALLERY: WANDERINGS: Photographs by Karen 
Robinson; Until Feb 3; closing reception: Sat, Jan 24, 2- 
4pm * EAST GALLERY: CONTINUANCE Mixed media 
artworks by Jayme Chalmers, Jan 22-Mar 17 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St, 
780.452.9100 * THE ART OF THE BRICK™ until May 3 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS GALLERY A 
TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St, 780.492.5834 * 
BRILLIANT STROKES: Chinese Paintings from the 

jart Art Collection representing the styles in 
China from 15th to 20th centuries; until Jan 24 * 
Creating the Mactaggart Art Collection: Insights from an 
Art-world lasider, free public lecture by Amold Chang; 
Thu, Jan 22, 5:30pm # Chinese New Year Celebration 
and Open House: free activities, lion dancing, traditional 
Chinese arts, creating paper lanterns and dragon masks; 
Sat, Jan 24, 10am-5pm 


VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA 3rd Fi, 10215-112 St. 
780.421.1731 ® MEMENTO: Photographs by Candace 
Makowichuk and Felix Plawski « Until Feb 14 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.459.8755 * Story 
Slam: every third Wed of the month 


CITY HALL Churchill Sq © Family Literacy Day World 
Record Attempt featuring readers, family activities, 
classroom on wheels * Sat, Jan 24, 10am-noon # Free. 
wwwifamlit.ca 

CITY HALL Churchill Sq * Family Literacy Day: World 
of Story—Toad is the Uncle of Heaven: A multilingual cel- 
ebration of storytelling * Jan 27, 10:30-noon; 7-8:30pm, 
www.emen.ab.ca 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main FI, Centre for 
Reading and the Arts ® Writer's Comer with Conni 


IN 


The Brixx Ba 


Massing * Sun, Jan 25, 1:30pm # Free 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 780.422.8174 « 
THE POETS’ HAVEN: Monday Night reading series pre- 
Sented by Strall of Poets * Every Mon, 7pm * $5 door « 
Jan 26: featuring Verna Conti, Hugh McAlary, Ray 
Rasmussen, Julie Robinson and Rebecca Pickard 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10903-85 Ave, 780.422.8174 « 
Writers Guild of Alberta: meeting with author Lynn 


Coady * Jan 28, 7pm * Free (WGA member\/$5 (non- 
member) 


THEATRE 


CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL Timms Centre and 
Second Playing Space. U of A Campus * Workshop 
West Theatre presents: Body Fragments, by Theaterlabor 
(Germany); This is Cancer, by Bruce Horak, Rebecca 
Northan (Toronto); Scraping the Surface, by Lyle Victor 
Albert (Edmonton); One, by Jason Camew, RedToBlue 
Performance (Edmonton); Maggie Now, part 1, by 


Theatre Prospero (Edmonton) * Until Jan 25 © Tickets at 
TWX on the Square 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. 
780.433.3399 * Rapid Fire Theatre presents comedy 
every Sat (11pm) except for the last Sat of each month 
until June 13 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 ® Live improvised soap opera set in a tur- 
bulent France on the cusp of the Revolution! Let them 
eat cake! Heads will roll! Directed by Dana Andersen * 
Every Mon (8pm) 


EDMONTON QUEEN: THE FINAL VOYAGE Westbury 
Theatre, TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave, 
780.409.1910 * Fringe Theatre Adventures, Guys In 
Disquise * Set in the sequin-addicted era of Edmonton's 
queer community, Darrin Hagen is reborn as Gloria Hole, 
with his drag mother, the iconic Lulu LaRude, by his side 
* Jan 22-Feb 1 © $23.50 (adult}/$19.50 (student/senior) 
at Fringe Theatre box office 


EMPEROR'S NEW THREADS Arden Theatre, 5 St 
Anne Street, St Albert, 780.459.1558 © A witty adapta- 
tion of Hans Christian Andersen's classic fable created 
and staged by Vancouver's Axis Theatre # Sat, Jan 24, 
2pm © $18 (adultl/$14 (child) available at the Arden box 
office, TicketMaster 


GRACE Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 780.434.5564 
* Shadow Theatre * Four neighbours are linked by prox- 

imity and their beliefs in this tour de force by playwright 

Craig Wright * Jan 22-Feb 8, Tue-Sat 7:30pm, Sat-Sun 

2pm * $20-$25 (adult)/$17-$20 (student/senior); Sat 

mals Pay-What-You-Can; Tues Two-for-one at TIX on the 
quare 


GRIMMER THAN GRIMM Catalyst Theatre, 8529 

Gateway Blvd, 780.409.1910  ribbitREpublic Theatre 
Company present the Grimm Brothers most unsanitized 
and unholy tales * Jan 22-31, 8pm; Jan 25, Feb 1, 2pm 


HEY LADIES Roxy Theatre, 108708-124 St * Theatre 
Network presents your favourite daytime lifestyle show 
meets your favourite nighttime comedy jam * Fri, Jan 
23, 8pm $20 at TIX on the Square 


NIGHT OF HORIZON PLAYERS ONE ACTS Spruce 
Grove Composite High Schoo! Drama Rm, 1001 Calahoo 
Rd, 780.962.8995 * Horizon Players, curated by Richard 
Winnick ® Until Jan 24 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 2 AND THE 
BEAT ON Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 
Ave, 780.483.4051 * Written and compiled by Will 
Marks, a sequel to last year’s hit # Until Feb 15 « 
Tickets at Mayfield box office 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN 2 
HANGMAN’S CURSE Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St, Phase III, WEM, 780.484.2424 * Until Feb 
1; Wed-Sat, 6:30pm; Sun Spm 


SCORCHED Citadel's Rice Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave * 
Waitten by Wajdi Mouawad Until Feb 1, 7:30pm; 
Matinees 1:30pm ® Tickets at the Citadel box office 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.448.0695 * Rapid Fire Theatre's weekly insane 
improv show # Every Fri (11pm) * Until July 2009 * $10 
{everybody)/$8 (members) * Call to reserve 


THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLE John L Haar 
Theatre, Grant MacEwan College, 1045-155 St « 
Musical about a small-town girl who arrives in New York 
City in search of a new life * Jan 23-31, 7:30pm; Sun, 
Jan 25: 2pm ® $18 {adult door)/$14 (adult adv/$12 (stu- 
dent/senior door)/$9 (student/senior adv) at TIX on the, 
Square 

THREE MO’ TENORS Citadel's Shoctor Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave, 780.425.1820 * By Marion J Caffey. A the- 
atrically staged musical extravaganza * Jan 24-Feb 15 * 
Tickets at the Citadel box office 


e wie Le 


] SHOULD LEARN AND WHAT YOU SHOULD LEAVE TO THE PROFESSIONALS _ 


mm | > Canoes 


Tuesday, January 27 - 7:00pm 


& Grill - (0030-102 Street 


(below Starlite Room) 


Guest Speaker 


ne Logan, Eddy Bayens & Alfie Zappacosta 


Your MuSic Destination 
HERE'S OUR OFFICIAL TOP 30 FOR p08! 


1. Radiohead — In Rainbows (tbd records) 

2. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
3. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 

4. Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 


5. Ry Cooder -I, Flathead (nonesuch) 


6. The Black Keys — Attack & Release (nonesuch) 


7. KD Lang — Watershed (nonesuch) 


8. Alejandro Escovedo - Real Animal (back porch) 

9. Chad Vangaalen - Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 

10. Michael Franti & Speahead - A Rebel Rockers (anti) 
11. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 

42. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 


13. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 


14. Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) 


15. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir - 


Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) 


16. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rca) 

17. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (burnt bun) 

18. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds - Dig]!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 
19. Daniel Lanois - Here Is What Is (red floor) 

20. Elliott Brood - Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 

21. Lucinda Williams — Little Honey (lost highway) 

22. Old Crow Medicine Show —- Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk} 
23. Van Morrison -Keep It Simple (exile) 

24. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 

25. Calexico -— Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 

26. lan Tyson - Yellowhead To Yellowstone & Other Love Stories (stony plain) 


27. She & Him - Volume One (merge) 
28. Mudcrutch — Mudcrutch (reprise) 


99. Martha Wainwright - | Know You're Married... (maple) 
30. Jeff Healy — Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 


ANDREW BIRD 
NOBLE BEAST 


Although classically trained, 
Andrew Bird has opted to play his 
violin in a most unconventional 
manner - accompanying himself 
on glockenspiel and guitar, adding 
singing and whistling to the 
equation, and becoming a pop 
songwriter in the process. His 
latest Fat Possum release Noble 
Beast is on sale starting 

January 20th at Megatunes. 


ce sure TO FRIEND US at MYSPF 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online 


ON SALE NoWwr 
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FILM 
How did | get here? 


Teixeira tears apart the middle class 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
y | I: would make a great soap 
opera,” Alice’s (Carla Ribas) 
salon coworker tells her, after 
Alice has once again unburdened 
some of the more sordid details of her 
troubled home life on her. Twisted as 
Alice's supposedly mundane middle 
class life is in Chico Teixeira’s Alice’s 
House, her fellow esthetician is prob- 
ably right: her husband keeps semi- 
nude photos of his teenaged affairs in 
his wallet, one of her sons supple- 
ments his army pay with hustling, 
another steals all the accessories he 
can use, her mother stubbomly refus- 
es to admit she’s going blind and even 
Alice herself gets into the act, engag- 
ing in an affair with an old school 
flame. Alice even engages in the odd 
fiery, Latin temper tantrum 


Fl JAN 73, SUM, JAM 25 (7 PU 
SAT JAN 24 MOL JAN 26 (9) 
ALICE'S HOUSE 


FOREIGN 


WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY CHICO TELXEIRA 
STARRING CARLA RIBAS, BERTA ZEMEL, 
VINICIUS ZINN, RICARDO VILAGA, 

FELIPE MASSUIA ZE CARLOS MACHADO 


kk 


But what keeps Teixeira’s exploration 
of the domestic life's necessary lies and 
things best left unsaid is a relentlessly 
down-to-earth style, one that largely 
keeps the more tawdry details off 
screen, his unobtrusive, handheld shots 
instead preferring to focus on mundane 
inbetweens, especially the clandestine 
conversations where people attempt to 
make sense of what's going on. It's here 
that he reveals the grey morass that 
most of his characters live in: refresh- 


ingly antimoralistic, Teixeira instead 
sets up family life as a necessary series 
of compromises, between both other 
people and our own conscience. 

That’s spelled out most succinctly 
during Maria’s work with the client 
who also happens to be the wife of 
the man she’s cheating with. These 
conversations are masterworks in a 
kind of public self-deception, the sup- 
posedly frank chitchat really a way for 


both Maria and her customer to brag 
more about the life they wish they 
were leading than what's transpiring. 


A LOT OF THE CREDIT for that weight 


goes to Ribas, who gives a weathered, 
resilient performance reminiscent of 
Kristin Scott Thomas’s much-bally- 
hooed turn in I've Loved You So Long. 
Alice is a virtual non-entity at home, 
not so much disrespected as disre- 


Dreams of 
| DVDETECT IVE 


JOSEF BRAUN 
tivdetective Qvueweekly.com 


Near the beginning of E/ Norte, a rural 
Guatemalan family sits around a table 
over which Josefina (Stella Quan) extols 
her practiced impressions of American 
life. “Even the poorest people have toi- 
lets,” she explains. “You flush it, and 
everything disappears.” As Guatemala is 
consumed by civil war, this vision of a 
utopia, a modern, ordered world where 
no one ever need look at their own shit, a 
world evoked most beguilingly in the 
images of vast antiseptic kitchens pic 
tured in a well-thumbed Latin American 


edition of Good Housekeeping, plants 
within Josefina’s godchildren Rosa (Zaide 
Silvia Gutiérrez) and Enrique (David Villa- 
pando) the seed of a promised land, a 
place so longed for it blinds its pilgrims to 


El Norte 


the enormity of its shadow side. 

These early scenes establish the pecu- 
liar tone of this extraordinary movie, which 
so flamboyantly rejected the then-domi- 
nant docudrama formula. Bookended with 
stark images of work, told entirely from the 
perspective of Rosa and Enrique, with no 
buffering middle-class outsider protagonist, 
EI Norte is an epic chronicle of migration 
conveyed in three parts aligned to the three 
very different nations traversed, a tale with 
one foot in myth and the other in a still all- 
too-recognizable sociopolitical morass. 
Enrique bids his father farewell amidst a 
spectral thicket of maize. Rosa is courted 
by a local boy through the window of her 
parents’ home. Everything indoors warms 
in the glow of candles and kerosene, yet 
when Enrique, woken by spasms of gunfire, 
rushes from his bed into the darkness of a 
ruined hacienda, the eerie day-for-night 
photography cloaks all in ashen blues. Tak- 
ing cues from both the Popul Vuh and the 
magical realist canon, a number of nature- 


FRENZIE 


derived symbols imbue the proceedings 
with enigmatic pathos. The uncanny 
resides alongside the real without pro- 
nounced differentiation or unneeded fuss. 
As the setting moves northward, however, 
the real will gradually crowd out the uncan- 
ny, until the mystification, suffering and 
harsh electric light of the real is nearly all 
that remains. 


EL NORTE is unusual in that its precarious 
earnestness is compellingly offset by its 
unannounced bursts of brutality, its mis- 
chievous, very Mexican humour, its subtle 
incestuous overtones, its almost pathologi- 
cal insistence on authenticity with regards 
to location, language and personae and its 
unwillingness to redundantly polemicize 
on the injustices meted upon Rosa and 
Enrique as they abandon their devastated 
village to journey through Mexico and into 
the US to seek safety-and work. As nur- 
tured by director Gregory Nava, his co-sce- 
narist Anne Thomas and his astonishingly 
inventive cinematographer James Glen- 
non, as embodied by the Mexican and 
American landscapes, the valiant cast and 
the experiences imprinted on their gallery 
of atypically cinematic faces and as con- 


FRIDAYS 


tained and shaped by the limited budget 
and ideological rigour, E/ Norte assumes 
an oneiric, organic, striking and at times 
pleasingly oddball form. 

Several scenes, some laughable in their 
melodrama, feel as modeled after telenov- 
elas as the literary sources to which Nava 
pays homage. Yet the sincerity of Gutiérrez 
and Villapando, both very young and 
unseasoned at the time of filming, is dis- 
arming and rife with a flurry of emotions 
Villapando’s silent-film-star, saucer eyes 
convey such a distinctive naiveté, even 
when he learns to lie in English or, hilari- 
ously, talks a blue streak in Spanish in an 
attempt to sound like a Mexican. Rosa and 
Enrique are not so much incorruptible as 
they are perpetually stupefied, and their 
determination to move northwards ts fed 


_ by a pure, youthful faith in destiny. 


“In the Service of Shadows,” the hour- 
long documentary on Criterion's two-disc 
standard and blu-ray editions of E/ Norte, 
tells the story of the movie's creation, 
which proves to be nearly as fraught with 
danger and buoyed by relentless 
resourcefulness as the movie itself. There 
are the indigenous extras who didn't 
know what a movie was and subsequent- 
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garded by both husband and sons, and 
everything about Ribas's body lan 
guage and face suggests the slowly 
building weight of such a life. Con- 
versely, her few moments of elation 
most often at her job—are spritely and 
true, and her occasional breakdowns 
which could come across as over the 
top in the wrong hands, have a 
wrenching, splintering quality. 

Unfortunately, the rest of the charac 
ters don’t always fare so well. Alice's 
sons are rarely more than the sum of 
their vices, a too-concise argument for 
the inherent disfunction of any family 
Teixeira also has a bit of a tendency to 
spell things out, such that even though 
a lot of the seamier bits are implied, it 
still seems like he feels the need to 
guide the audience around by the hand 
at times, especially early on. 

In the end, though, its Ribas who 
convinces, The thousand-yard stare 
that ends the film perfectly sums up 
her character's lack of contro! over, or 
even explanation for, everything that's 
transpired, and she seems to be look- 
ing straight at a future that promises 
to be as bleak as her past. v 


ly were offended that they should wear 
costumes, the hostile Chapanecos driving 
the skeleton crew out of town, the Mexi- 
can military who held exposed film reels 
for ransom: the fascinating stories con- 
nected to &/ Norte’s production are too 
numerous to recount here. 

Another standout supplement is Nava’s 
student film “The Journal of Diego 
Rodriguez Silva,” which dramatizes the 
final days of a poet displaced in the midst 
of civil war. It's an essentially meditative 
film, low on drama, rich with locale and 
haunting imagery and strange moments 
such the one where Rodriguez Silva comes 
upon his first corpse, circling it before care- 
fully placing his hand upon its back as 
though to sense how much life might stil 
linger within. From the little about Nava's 
career | could glean, it seems like the guy 
was never able to fulfill the promise of 
these early works. Perhaps the conditions 
of American independent filmmaking at the 
time, however difficult, brought out the 
best in him. Or perhaps it was the simple 
fact that, like the dazzlingly talented 
Charles Burnett, Nava’s special interest in 
America’s marginalized failed to attrac! 
opportunities. w 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweokly.com 

| cuddled up on the couch with a bowl of 
cereal and popped in the Best of Ottawa 
International Animation Festival 
screener hoping to re-experience Satur- 
day morning cartoons. Boy was | wrong. 
Best of Ottawa ranges from the offensive 
to the innocuous, the beautiful to the 
crude, stop-motion to computer digital. 
With nine shorts on the playlist, Ill tell 
you about my favourites only. 

“Cattle Call,” from Winnipeg, is a bril- 
liant animation that uses everything it can 
(but mostly stop motion) to celebrate live- 
stock auctioneers, and an awesome one in 
particular. The dizzying rap of Tim Dowler 
over the directors’ spooky barn scenes 
makes for a solid Lynchian experience. 

Another brilliant, haunting movie is “A 
Letter to Colleen,” which has outlined 
people vividly drawn over dark back- 
grounds, retelling the worst moment of 
one man’s life. It analyses today’s 
youth—his youth—and their impending 
doom, especially when they're having 
public sex at a party with 11-year-old 
onlookers. 

Then there are the two works of beauty 
from OIAF: “| Slept With Cookie Monster” 
and “Chainsaw.” “Cookie Monster” is an 
honest, endearing and even humourous 
look at escaping domestic abuse. It's so 
unashamed that it may be even based on 
animator Kara Nasdor-Jones’ own life. 
Frame by frame, the multi-styled and often 
painted sequences tell of a woman made 
stronger after affliction. 

“Chainsaw” is my personal favourite. It 
is four parts with cohesive animation. The 
first is a cheesy instruction video on the 
Frank-dos and Frank-don'ts of chainsaw 
operation. Next, a biographical documen- 
tary about Australia’s most infamous bull, 
Chainsaw. {It's said that eight seconds on 
Chainsaw felt like an eternity.) The third 
is a biography on Luis Miguel Dominguin, 
the famous matador who had an affair 
with Ava Gardner behind Frank Sinatra's 
back. Now, what do these relate? The 
creators of “Chainsaw” make them 
relate, telling a fictional story of a small 
town affair between a cowboy, a lumber 
jack and a woman named Ava. It’s a 
beautiful creation that’s as funny and 
intriguing as it is stunning. 

Finally there’s the one short that actu- 
ally does belong on Saturday morning, 
and it is one of the very best of The Best. 

The Control Master” is a comic book- 
Styled cartoon, illustrated with nostalgia 
as well as cut-outs from actual images 
from the 1950s. It's a simple supervillain 
vs superhero story, but one in which the 
laughs and creativity are bottomless. 

Best of Ottawa is a solid good time. 
Although a couple films will only appeal 
iy ‘on artists, the bulk of it is universal- 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josef(@vueweekly.com 

The title sounds like some vehicle for 
Stallone, or maybe the Rock, but Defi- 
ance in fact belongs to the new crop of 
revisionist Second World War movies, an 
epic of resistance, survival and self-deter- 
mination. It’s based on an astonishing and 
largely unknown true story, astonishing in 
part because its portrayal of the abysmal 
suffering of Europe's Jews is given fresh 
dynamic in the shape of Belarusian broth- 
ers Tuvia, Zus and Asael Bielski, three 
handsome boys of durable Jewish peas- 
ant stock who lose everything in the Ger- 
man invasion save their lives and dignity. 
You have to marvel at just how rare it is 
in movies to find such a characterization 
of the Jews, not as a mass of helpless 
victims, but as tough motherfuckers. 


ST HEFIANCE 


Having fled their homes, the Bielskis 
original plan was, understandably, found- 
ed in self-interest. But their encounters 
with other Jews hiding in the Belarusian 
woods tugs at their sense of solidarity 
and purpose. Surrounded by trembling, 
dirt-smeared faces gnawing on scraps of 
petrified bread, Zus (Liev Schreiber) won- 
ders: “So many dead. Why not us?” The 
movie is of course one long answer to 
this question. Where Zus believes the 
only viable moral option is to fight as par- 
tisans alongside the Russians, Tuvia 
(Daniel Craig) resolves to stay hidden and 
build a community where every last Jew, 
from the able-bodied to the infirm, has 
some chance at survival, however 
remote, This theme of aggression versus 
seclusion is given its boldest dramatiza- 
tion in a sequence that shifts back and 
forth between a Russian-Partisan ambush 
ona German convoy and a wedding cere- 
mony held in the forest enclave, both 
effectively staged and given engaging 
visual arcs by director and co-scenarist 
Edward Zwick. 

Other scenes in Defiance, however, 
ones that require greater reflection, 
tend to be more ham-fisted. Some are 
entirely unnecessary, like the dumb-ass 
scene where Bella (Iben Hjejle) asks Zus 
why the women don’t get guns. Zus sim- 


INKHEART 


ply assures her that the men will protect 
her, and this chauvinist brush-off, rather 
than leading to further discussion, 
touches Bella so deeply that she lets 
Zus cop a feel. With its overused and 
overly instructive James Newton 
Howard score, its declamatory, overstat- 
ed dialogue—which awkwardly avoids 
contractions as a way of reminding us 
that the characters aren't actually sup- 
posed to be speaking English—Defi- 
ance sort of plods along, very respectful 
and workmanlike for the most part. Yet 
at heart there remains this iconoclastic 
appendix to the Holocaust narrative 
that’s worth knowing, not to mention yet 
another superbly rich performance from 
Craig, who swings convincingly 
between that steely gaze that exudes 
Bond know-how and a sense of despera- 
tion and terrible doubt as to what to do 
with all these people shriveling up from 
hunger and despair. 


DIRECTED BY 1AIN SOFTLEY 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

There's room for a certain amount of 
indulgence with children’s fantasy, but 
that doesn’t mean you can get away with 
complete inconsistency with your central 
conceit. But the longer that /nkheart, 
based on the book by Cornelia Funke, 
goes on, the less it feels like its central 
conceit was thought about at all, twisted, 
flayed and utterly ridiculous as it eventu- 
ally becomes. 

In a jarring, painfully direct bit of 
expository narration at the start of the 
film—blindingly obvious exposition is 
unfortunately a trait that continues 
throughout—we learn that the primary 
fantasy element of this particular tale is 
the existence of “Silvertongues," gifted 
readers who can make elements of a sto- 
rybook come to life simply by reading 
them out loud. Mo Folchart (Brendan 
Fraser) is our particular introduction to 
these magical storytellers, a fairly normal 
new father entirely unaware of his gift 
(apparently his teachers never made him 
read aloud in school). 

Fast forward a little over a decade and 
we catch up with Mo, sans his lovely 
wife but with now-preteen daughter in 
tow, hunting for the titular book in a pic- 
turesque European mountain village (the 
scenery here is often the best part, gor- 
geously shot by cinematographer Roger 
Pratt). When he finally discovers the 
book, a few mysterious strangers pop up 
and start making life difficult for him, for 
reasons that aren't entirely clear, but real- 
ly aren't that much of a mystery, consider- 
ing we've already been explicitly told 
about his talents. 

From here, we're subjected to a litany 
of half-thought-out conceits of the Silver- 
tongue world: for something to come out 
of the book, something else has to go in 
(hint: his wife isn’t around anymore); once 
read out, something can only be replaced 


by being re-read in; stuttering makes for 
Storybook things with words still embla- 
zoned on them; and, most stunningly 
ridiculous, it turns out you can actually 
just write whatever you want and read it 
and it'll work just as well as text from an 
established story. That particular chestnut 
is saved for the conclusion, though it sort 
of undercuts the entire story, given that 
all the problems Mo goes about trying to 
solve could have been vanquished if he 
would have spent less time looking for 
the eponymous book and just picked up a 
fucking typewriter. 

Poorly thought-out conceit or not, 
there are a few bright spots in /nkheart. 
Jim Broadbent is thoroughly entertain- 
ing as an author understandably excited 
at seeing his world come to life, and 
there’s a campy, ridiculous fun in 
watching Fraser trying to give grave 
seriousness to lines like, "I don’t read 
out loud anymore,” but even these are 
fairly intermittent. You'd be far better 
off exposing your child to some fantasy 
that at least has the decency to be 
intellectually consistent. 
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JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

| stood up to go redeem a free popcorn 
and Coke coupon during My Bloody 
Valentine 3-D and caught a glimpse of 
the sea of teenagers in wayfarer-style 
glasses staring back at the screen. For a 
second, | felt like | had walked into the 
album cover of an ‘80s new wave compi- 
lation. Attending a 3-D film is probably a 
glaringly obvious {and surreal) example of 
a desperate plea for stimulation, though | 
must admit feeling sorry for the kids in 
Sherwood Park whose theatre only 
screened the 2-D version. 

Modelled on the original cult ‘80s slash- 
er movie, My Bloody Valentine kicks off 
with a massacre instigated by demented 
miner Harry Warden, in which an entire 
floor of small town hospital employees and 
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almost an entire bush party of teenagers 
are hacked up. The police open fire on him, 
all the while hidden under a lit miner's 
mask. High school sweethearts Tom 
(Jensen Ackles) and Sarah (Jaime King) 
survive, though the nightmarish experience 
breaks them apart as he disappears for 10 
years and she marries the town sheriff (for 
security, | imagine). 

Tom’s father, who owns the mine that 
employed the psychopath, dies, forcing 
his son to return home. Upon the first 
night of his visit, the murderer strikes 
again, slaying the occupants in the same 
motel where Tom rents a room. Suddenly 
he ends up the prime suspect, though 
Tom insists that Harry is still alive out 
there and attempting to frame him. 
Reuniting with Sarah, Tom also raises the 
suspicion and blood pressure of her cur- 
rent husband Axel (Kerr Smith). While 
everybody's pointing fingers and kicking 
Tom in the ass for the ditching, a lot of 
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people get murdered. 
In 3-D. 

The visual feel of My Bloody Valentine 
is surprisingly lackluster to invest 3-D 
technology into, with none of the sexy 
glamour of Prom Night and all the produc- 
tion design of Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan. That the film follows the 
characters 10 years later, the usually 
handsome Ackles and foxy King appear 
haggard and miserable in clothes straight 
out of a SAAN store. The most exciting 
location in which Harry stalks his victims 
IS a grocery store, and only two charac- 
ters appeared to be under 30. That being 
said, it’s also ridiculously violent and con- 
sistently thrilling, as every possible 
weapon and gushing wound leaps out 
like a museum diorama. In one scene, the 
busty blonde girlfriend of a trucker darts 
around motel grounds completely naked 
for at least five minutes. In 3-D. 

All the while, it’s not much of a film, 
though something so surreal is not so easy 
to engage with emotionally. | might recom- 
mend the upcoming Jonas Brothers 3-D 
concert film, but | read somewhere you 
don't get to see them hacked to pieces. 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@yueweekly.com 

After just one album, The Notorious BIG 
accomplished what few rappers have, but 
every rapper wants: greatness. In this 
genre, the fans are constantly searching 
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for—or fighting over—who is the GOAT 
(Greatest of All Time). Notorious (or Big- 
gie, or Christopher Wallace, or “Chrissy 
Poo,” according to mama) had been 
anointed by many the GOAT early 
Although his epic sophomore album, {; 

After Death, released just weeks after his 
own death, added to his legacy, he was 
consecrated figure even before it. 

Biggie was everything you were. no 
matter who you were. A player, a gangste; 
a comic, a hustler, a wordsmith, a mama‘ 
boy or—how | related to him in my child. 
hood—a fat young man with everything 

Notorious is a biopic at its most lite; 
al. All the milestones of his career—hj 
drug-related arrests, his first baby, his 
record contract, his first hit Single, hi 
marriage, his beef with 2pac, his murd: 
and even when his coffin was driven 
through Brooklyn and the sombre scene 
turned jubilant, as thousands danced i; 
the street to “Hypnotize,” playing on th: 
radio. Like a checklist pulled from hi 
Wikipedia table of contents and checkex 
off in chronological order. 

The mirroring doesn’t end there. Every 
beat has familiar players—Diddy (Dere} 
Luke), Lil’ Kim (Naturi Naughton), Fait! 
Evans (Antonique Smith), Lil’ Cease (Mar 
John Jefferies), and Suge Knight (Sean 
Ringgold) and 2pac (Anthony Mackie}- 
each one cast to aT. Biggie’s mother i 
played by Angela Bassett, and if some peo 
ple think she’s overdoing it, watch an inter 
view and study the facial twitches and 
dramatic enunciation of Voletta Wallace 

But it’s Notorious’s star, Jama! 
Woolard—a rapper also known as Gravy 
who, prior to this role, was most famous 
for arriving to a radio interview with a 
fresh bullet wound—that makes the film 
Woolard is from Biggie’s neighbourhood 
He raps like him, walks like him and 
laughs like him. Whether this non-actor 
worked diligently to reincarnate Biggie, or 
was an environmental replica, his person 
ality’s presence is as big as his physical’: 

But while it succeeds in cementing 
Biggie’s legacy to the previously ambiva 
lent, it does nothing to further it to us 
We the strutting, head-bobbing, fist 
pounding hip-hoppers. We, the dedicated 
fans who on March 10, 1997, didn’t shov 
up to work or asked our parents to d 
miss us from school. {We were in mourn- 
ing.) For us, this is just a mixtape with 
nothing new but the cuts. 

George Tillman Jr, who hasn't directe 
a movie in nine years, further aggravate 
the disappointment with his style— 
which is no style at all. It's a shame, con 
sidering that Biggie was the epitome o/ 
‘90s style. | suppose to mix it up, Tillman 
Jr uses a narration by Biggie from beyon 
the grave, a device as unnecessary as 
is patronizing. 

If there’s any accomplishment here it's 
that it makes Biggie’s life story a true 
Shakespearean tragedy by simply 
retelling the facts: a decent middle-clas 
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BALAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

Let history record that, on the weekend 
before Barack “Hope” Obama stepped 
forward to become President, hope took a 
small step backward for humankind when 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop seized the crown 
at the box office. 

There may be some good reasons for 
this ignable victory, but | can't think of 
any. So here are my bad ones: 

1. Some people enjoy seeing Kevin 
James and his stomach-like accessory of 
a gut variously faint from low blood- 
sugar, lurch, bounce off/crash through 
glass and slowly move around on a Seg- 
way. (For anyone who needs even more 
Segway humour after that picture of 
(bama’s predecessor on the upright 
zoom-thingy a few years back, this 
movie's for them. Not sure? Then imagine 
this: the scooting, stopping, then gradual 
scooting off again. Now imagine it 20 
more times. Still laughing? Go immedi- 
ately to Paul Blart: Mall Cop.) 

2. Some people want to go to a theatre 
ina mall, strip mall or mall-like area and 


mall. Not coincidentally, Pau! Blart: Mall 
Cop, like a mall, has long stretches where 
you see nothing of interest and a generally 
stale air to it. Unlike a mall; you can't just 
browse and then move on to a better area. 

3. Some people enjoy product place- 
ment. The location—for a movie trying, 
but not succeeding, at being Die Hard for 
Lovable Dorks—means a cheap, easy 
shoot and plenty of corporate tie-ins, 
from products to actual chains. (The writ- 
ers can’t even be bothered to have a bit 
of fun by, say, making up fake stores to 
parody mall-wart world, Chumps Sports, 
where only loser teams’ jerseys like the 
Lions, Cubs, and Leafs are sold? Victor's 
Secret, featuring leopard-print man- 
thongs? The movie's absence of subtle 
visual jokes or any satire makes Kevin 
Smith's Mallrats seem the Citizen Kane ot 
indoor-shopping-centre films.) 

4. Some people enjoy romantic com- 
edy, flo matter how formulaic or unreal- 
istic. Awkward, super-earnest 
underachiever rescues pop-eyed, far- 
younger blonde after a series of villain- 
ous bullies get wedgied in the end, and 
you've got an Adam Sandler-produced 
triumphant man-boy story as pre- 
dictable as the food court jacking up 
your cholesterol. Only the comedy’s 


neither gey nor clever, the story's so 
plodding te ges to make parkour 
look fame, the cinematography’s almost 


€s pedestrian as that Christmas fire- 
place-log channel, an Indian character 
is an Apu caricature, the love interest 
's reduced to a January-sale man- 
fequin and Paul Blart’s hypoglycemia 
tan be the only reason why the sound- 
track is sickeningly sweet pap-pop. w 


wateh a film that's set almost entirely ina . 
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THE CURIOUS GABE OF) 
(PG, cc Saree molt 

, COUTSE NOt | - 
mended for young children) 
Daily 8:00 : 
SEVEN POUNDS (14A, mature 
themes) 


) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 


130 Ave 50 St. 780.472.9779 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:05, 11:20; 
» Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:05 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, crude content) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:25, 6:45, 9:20, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 6:45, 9:20 
AUSTRALIA (PG, language may 
offend, violence) 
Fri-Sat 12:50, 4:05, 7:40, 11:00; 
Sun-Thu 12:50, 4:05, 7:40 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45 
MADAGASCAR; ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:40, 7:00, 9:10, 11:35; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:40, 7:00, 9:10 
ROLE MODELS (144, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat 2:05, 4:50, 7:30, 9:55, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:30, 9:55 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: 
SENIOR YEAR (G) 
Daily 1:30, 7:05 
CHANGELING (14A) 
Daily 4:00, 9:30 
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:45, 7:20, 9:35, 11:45; 
Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:45, 7:20, 9:35 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
(14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 


) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25 
NIGHTS IN RODANTHE (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:10, 6:40, 9:15, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:40, 9:15 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231 137th Avenue, 780.732.2736 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (184A. gory scenes) 

No passes Dally 12:10, 2:45, 5:30, 
8:00, 10:40 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 
10:10; Wed 5:10, 7:40, 10:10; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 

Dally 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 9:30 
MY BLOODY VALENTINE 3D 
(18A, gory scenes, nudity, sexual 


content) 

Digital Sd Dally 12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 
7:50, 10:30 

DEFIANCE (144, violence, coarse 


language) 

Daly 12:45, 3:50, 7:00, 10:15 
LAST CHANCE HARVEY (PG) 
Daily 1:20, 4:10, 6:40, 9:00 
BRIDE WARS (PG) 

Daily 12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:20, 9:50 
THE UNBORN (14A, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 1:50, 5:15, 8:10, 10:35 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Daily 1:30, 4:20 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

Dally 1:00, 3:30, 6:30, 9:15 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, coarse 
lariguage, not recommended for 
young children) 

Daily 12:05, 3:45, 7:30 

THE WRESTLER (14A, nudity, 
coarse language, sexual content) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00 

YES MAN (14A) 

Daily 6:45, 9:10 

GRAN TORINO (14A, language may 
offend) 


Dally 12:50, 3:40, 7:05, 10:05 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (14A, 
Violence) 


) 

No passes Fri 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40; 
Sat-Tue, Thu 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40; 
Wed 4:00, 6:50, 9:40; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: ORFEO 
ED EURIDICE-GLUCK 
(Classification not available) 

Sat 11:00 

1525-99 St. 780,435.8585, 

INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:15, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (184, gory scenes) 

No passes Dally 12:10, 2:45, 5:00, 
7:50, 10:30 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Fri 12:10, 2:40, 4:55, 7:45, 10:20; 
Sat-Wed 12:15, 2:40, 4:55, 7:45, 
10:20; Thu 4:55, 7:45, 10:20; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Thu 1:00 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 

Daily 1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 9:20 

MY BLOODY VALENTINE 3D 
(18A, gory scenes, nudity, sexual 
content) 

Digital 3d Daily 1:00, 3:40, 7:30, 
10;30 

CHANDNI CHOWK TO CHINA 
(PG, violence) 

Daity 12:00, 4:00, 8:00 

BRIDE WARS (PG) 

Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:25, 10:05 

THE UNBORN (144, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:35, 
10:15; Sun 1:45, 7:35, 10:15 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD (144, 
coarse language, mature themes) 
Daily 12:40, 3:30, 6:55, 9:55 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Daily 12:05, 2:30, 4:50 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Tue, Thu 1:10, 4:30, 
7:40, 10:15; Sun 1:10, 4:25, 10:15; 
Wed 1:10, 3:50, 10:15 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, coarse 
language, not recommended for 
young children) 

Daily 12:30,.4:05, 8:00 

VALKYRIE (PG, violence, coarse 
language) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3:20, 6:40, 9:30; 
Wed 12:20, 3:20, 10:00 

YES MAN (14A) 

Daily 7:15, 9:40 

GRAN TORINO (14A, language may 


offend) 

Fri-Wed 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 10:10; Thu 
4:15, 7:10, 10:10; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Thu 1:00 
FROST/NIXON (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for young 
children) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144, 
violence) 

No Fri 12:50, 4:00, 7:00, 
10:20; Sat-Thu 12:50, 4:00, 7:00, 
10:20 

METROPOLITAN OPERA: ORFEO 
ED EURIDICE-GLUCK 
(Classification not available) 

Sat 11:00 

WWE: ROYAL RUMBLE 
(Classification not available) 

Sun 6:00 

LARGER THAN LIFE (STC) 

Wed 7:00 


PCI CENTRES 


10200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 
GRAN TORINO (14A, language may 


offend) 

DTS Digital Dally 12:10, 3:00, 7:00, 
9:50 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, coarse 
language, not recommended for 
young children) 

Digital Presentation Daily 12:00, 
3:40, 7:20 

UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (184, gory scenes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:20, 
3:10, 6:50, 9:15 

FROST/NIXON (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for young 
children) 


DTS Digital Daily 12:40, 3:35, 6:40, 
9:40 £ 


NOTORIOUS (18A) 
ae Digital Daily 12:30, 3:30, 6:35, 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD (144, 
coarse language, mature themes) 
DTS Digital Daily 12:25, 3:20, 6:30, 
9:20 
4211-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 
THE UNBORN (144A, violence, 
frightening scenes) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25, 6:55; Sat-Sun 
2:10, 4:25, 6:55 
GRAN TORINO (14A, language may 
offend) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:05, 6:45, 9:25; Sat- 
Sun 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25 
BRIDE WARS (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:20, 9:35; Sat- 
Sun 1:45, 4:40, 7:20, 9:35 
LAST CHANCE HARVEY (PG) 
Daily 9:15 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:35, 9:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30, 4:00, 6:35, 9:00 
NOTORIOUS (18) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 3:45, 6:30, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 12:50, 3:45, 6:30, 9:20 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:50, 9:10; Sat- 
Sun 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:10; Reel 
Babies Mon 1:00 
MY BLOODY VALENTINE 3D 
(18A, gory scenes, nudity, sexual 
content) 
Digital 3d Fri, Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:10, 
9:45; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45 
INKHEART (PG, frightenina scenes) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 7:00, 9:40; Sat- 
Sun 1:10, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:30, 9:50; Sat- 
Sun 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:50 
FROST/NIXON (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for young 
children) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; Sat- 
Sun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 
DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
600148 Ave, Camrose, 780.608.2144 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON 
(PG, course language, not recom 
mended for young children) 
Daily 8:40 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:15 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 
Dally 6:45; Sat-Sun 2:10 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Dally 7:05 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05, 
BRIDE WARS (PG) 
Daily 7:15 9:15 
GRAN TORINO (144, language may 
offend) 
Dally 6:50 9;10; Sat-Sun 1:50 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Sat-Sun 2:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 
INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 
Fri 4:15, 7:15, 10;15; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
4:15, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
10:15 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 

No Fri 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; 
Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; 
Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:10 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 9:50;Sat-Sun 12:20, 
4:20, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:20, 
9:50 

HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 

Fri 3:40, 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
3:40, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:10, 
9:40 

MY BLOODY VALENTINE (184, 
gory scenes, nudity, sexual content) 
Daily 9:20 

BRIDE WARS (PG) 

Fri 4:10, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
4:10, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:10 

BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Fri 3:50, 6:45; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 
6:45; Mon-Thu 6:45 


lie i See 


MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Fri 3:20, 6:40, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
3:20, 6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:40, 
9:30 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, coarse - 
language, not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri 3:30, 8:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 3:30, 
8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 

YES MAN (14A) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Tue, Thu 
7:40, 10:20; Wed 10:20 

GRAN TORINO (14A, language may 
offend) 

Fri 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:00, 
10:00 

LARGER THAN LIFE (STC) 

Wed 7:00 


8712-109 St, 780-433-0728 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144, 
violence) 

_ 6:50, 9:25; Sat-Sun 2:00 
GRANDIN THEATRE 

Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert. 780-458-9822 | 

INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 

No passes Daily 12:55, 3:05, 5:05, 

7:10, 9:15 

BRIDE WARS (PG) 

Daily 12:45, 9:10 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

Daily 2:40, 4:50, 7:00 

HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:00, 4:55, 6:55, 8:55 

UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 

LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 

No passes Daily 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 

7:20, 9:20 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 

Dally 12:35, 2:20, 4:05, 5:50, 7:40, 

9:25 


780-352-3922 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:15 
GRAN TORINO (144, language may 
offend) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:25 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 7:10, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:25 
INKHEART (PG, fnghtening scenes) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 
3:20 
9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre. 
780.425.9212 
ALICE'S HOUSE (14) 
Fri, Sun 7:00; Sat, Mon 9:00 
BEST OF OTTAWA 2008 (18A) 
Fri, Sun 9:00; Sat, Mon 7:00 
UNFORGOTTEN (STC) 
Thu 7:30 
DOWN TO THE DIRT (STC) 
Fri 7:00; Sat 9:00. 
TKARONTO (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 9:15; Sat 7:00 


| PARKLAND CINEMA7 | CINEMA 7 


INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 6:45, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 
12:45, 3:20 

VALKYRIE (PG, violence, coarse 
language) 

Daily 7:00, 9:30 

HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 

Daily 6:50, 9:15; Sat-Sun, Tue 12:50, 
3:05 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun, Tue 1:05, 
3:10 

BRIDE WARS (PG) 

Daily 7:15, 9:05; Sat-Sun, Tus 12:55, 
3:00 

GRAN TORINO (144A, language may 
offend) 

Dally 6:55, 9:25, Sat-Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:00; Movies For Mommies: Tue Jan 
27: 1:00pm 

BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Sat, Sun, Tue 1:15, 3:15 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 3:25 
YES MAN (14A) 

Daily 7:05, 9:10 


THE WRESTLER (14A, nudity, 
coarse language, sexual content) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:30 
DEFIANCE (144, violence, coarse 
language) 

Daily 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:00 


| SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM __| THEATRE WEM. 
WEM, 8882-170 St. 780.444.2400 
INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:40 
THE DARK KNIGHT: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG, violence, fright- 
ening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 
No passes Fri 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10:15; Sat-Thu 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10:15 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 
No passes Daily 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 
7:40, 10:30 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:30, 7:00, 9:30; 
Wed 12:50, 3:30, 6:35, 9:50 
NOTORIOUS (18) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:30 
DEFIANCE (14A, violence, coarse 
language) 
Dally 12:15, 3:40, 6:50, 9;50 
BRIDE WARS (PG) 
Dally 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9' 
THE UNBORN (14A, viol 
frightening scenes) 
Daily 2:00, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:40, 3:50, 6:45, 9:15; 
Wed 12:40, 3:50, 9:40 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, coarse 
language, not recommended for 
young children) 
Daily 12:00, 4:00, 8:00 
VALKYRIE (PG, violence, coal 
language) 
Fri, Sun-Tue, Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 
10:10; Sat 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; 
Wed 1:10, 4:10, 1010 
YES MAN (14A) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Tue, Thu 1 30, 
7:30, 10:00; Sun 0, 10;00; 
Wed 4:30, 7:30, 10:01 ry and 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
GRAN TORINO (14A, language may 
offend) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3:15, 7:15, 
10:15; Wed 3:40, 7:15, 10:15; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: ORFEO 
ED EURIDICE-GLUCK 
(Classification not available) 
Sat 11:00 
WWE: ROYAL RUMBLE 
(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 
LARGER THAN LIFE (STC) 
Wed 7:00 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 780.455.8725 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fn, Mon-Thu 
7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:30, 7:10, 
9:30 
INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 
7:00, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 7:00, 
9:50 
MILK (14A, coarse language) 

DTS Digital Fr, Mon-Thu 6:35, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 6:35, 9:40 
THE READER (184, sexual content) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:55; 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:50, 6:45, 9:55 


[WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


780.352.9822 
MY BLOODY VALENTINE (184. 
gory scenes, sexual content, nudity) 
Dally 6:50, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:15 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Daily 7:05, 9:25 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (184, gory sosnes) 2 
Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 4:10, 3:30 
INKHEART (PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 320 
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COMING IN 2009: 
ALEX CUBA @ ELIZA GILYSON 
APRIL VERCH BAND & sacnnen: 


St Basils Cultural Centre 


10819-71 Ave 
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Fear no metal 


Madina Lake holds its own on heavy label 


JAMES STEWART / jstewart@vueweekly.com 
t's one of the most unusual how- 
| Rete stories you're likely 
to hear: Madina Lake's twin broth- 
ers Matthew and Nathan Leone were 
featured on a special “twins” edition of 
gross-out reality TV show Fear Factor. 

“It came about as a joke,” explains 
bassist Matthew (brother Nathan is the 
group's vocalist). “When we found out 
we were going, we thought we'd just 
goof around and get kicked off after the 
first round. We actually ended up win- 
ning the $50 000, which we used to 
pay for our first recording [2006's Dis- 
appearance Of Adalia). It was horrible, 
though—so, so, disgusting. We had to 
eat so many cow parts.” 

That recording found it’s way into 
the hands of the folks at Roadrunner 
Records, and the band was able to 
make enough of an impression that the 
label agreed to work with them. And so 
Madina Lake found ’itself in the strange 
position of being signed to a respected 
and well-known imprint, albeit one 
that was known for releasing metal, 
hard rock and, well, more metal. 

“Yeah, we don’t really fit in on the 
label—not at all,” Matthew says. “But 
for us, we really don’t feel like we 
belong to any scene. After our first 
record, people were trying to force us 
into the Warped tour/emo/pop-punk 
scene, but that wasn’t who we are. 
Roadrunner scrambled trying to find a 
niche for us too, but we just kept 
exploring our own sound, and here 
we still are, two years later.’ 

Leone doesn’t have to think too 
long and hard about whether the pros 
of the situation outweigh the cons, 
though. While the band is unable to 
make the most of sharing the stage 
with most of the label’s more aggres- 
sive acts, it makes up for it in spades 
by picking the brains of Roadrunner's 
dedicated staff. 


PREVUE 


FAI, JAN 23 (5:30) PM) 
NDHAND SERENADE 
WITH MEG & DIA, EVERLEA 
STARLITE ROOM, $20 (ALL AGES) 
BAYAN BIATLES / khy.com 


Nowadays it's really important to not 
only put out good albums, but to main- 
tain @ personal connection to fans as 
well if you want to be a succesful artist. 
California's Secondhand Serenade 
(AKA John Vesely) knows this quite well, 
having gained incredible popularity 


amongst the teenaged set through post- get a chance,” fete 


SUN JAN 25 (PM) 

MADINA LAKE 

WITH ANBERLI, BETWEEN THETRES 
STARLTE ROOM, $1 


PREVUE 


“While we've struggled a bit to be 
accepted in some aspects, everyone 
at the label is really passionate about 
the music, and they're there for all the 
right reasons,” Matthew enthuses. 

We have a really close relationship 
with them and we're all able to work 
towards common goals. I really feel 
like I could call anyone there at any 
time for any reason, which is great.” 


HAVING JUST COMPLETED the final 
mastering on another album, Attics to 
Eden, with producer David Bendeth 
[In Flames, As I Lay Dying], Leone 
recounts how drastically different the 
recording sessions were from what 
the band was used to. 

“It was the total polar opposite 
from our last record [2007's From 


ing his songs on MySpace. Able to talk 
directly to his fans, Vesley saw his friend 
count shoot up bringing along new 
opportunities. Now he's taking it one 
step further with a phone number that 
he’s giving out to fans so they can get in 
contact with him. 

“) work with this. company called Say 


Now and they run this service where - 


they hook you up with a number and kids 
can call and give you a message and | 
can go check them and go through them 
and call them back. | tall back a few 


people every once Eire sie 


172 28.2 


MUSIC 


Starlite Room, 


RANGER CREEK WRANGLERS /30 [eg 
FEAST OR FAMINE / 36 (CI 


Them, Through Us, To You]. We 
recorded that one with Mark Trombi- 
no [jimmy Eat World, Drive Like Jehu} 
in California, and it was a really laid- 
back and easy-going kind of west- 
coast vibe.” 

This time around, however, the 
musicians found themselves under 


-the whip, as Bendeth marched the 


band through marathon sessions 
punctuated with brutal, pull-no- 
punches criticism. 

“This was the first time that some- 
one stopped us halfway through a 
song during pre-production just to tell 
us that we suck,” Leone laughs. “Bul 
he was able to trim the fat and get us 
extremely focused. At the time it was 
really arduous, and the sessions were 
filled with a lot of tension between 
ourselves, and with him especially. But 
in retrospect it was incredibly produc- 
tive; he really pushed us to be our best 
and we're all really proud of what we 
accomplished, I feel like we completed 
boot canip or something.” ¥ 


cool way to interact with them. Any way | 
to keep that personal connection wit? 
the fans is really important, at least 10! 
me—that's how it started and I'l! do | 
anything to keep it that way. 
“| can also store their number which Is | 
feally awesome because | send out mes- 
Sages to them every once in a while © 
keep them posted on what's going 07 5) 
| 


8 voicemail with an update from 
reper ; tsa really cool service” | 
‘ior to his upcoming show at the 

Room, interested fans can reac" 
Pla at 5101698.5070 
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TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER & BLACKBYRD 


A, 


MBHSTARLITE SONIC(02.9 PRESENTS... 
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BONNIE’ ‘PRINCE’ BILLY 


MONDAY MARCH 23 - MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
10025 101 ST DOORS AY 7PM TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER, LISTEN 6 BLACKSYRD 


MP STARLITE 
—— 


= PN THE WU.” 


WH) PAWNSHOP BLACK HENARTISTS FROM SASKATOON. 


UESTS THE WHEAT POOL 


Nad 
s \ 
~~ A, oll aH PAWNSHOP SKINGRAFT ARTISTS FROM MONTREAL. 


neces LETTERS THE IMMY. SWIFT BAND =] AIDS WOLF THE FAMINES 


SHEARING PINX 
SES OF FIRE 


10551- 32 Avenue {Upstairs!} 
780-432-5052 


FRIDAY JAN 23 


BRioT ON WHYTE 


TREASURE FINGERS 
JOKERS OF THE SCENE 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 70475. 7888 
OR EMAL GLENS 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Oliver Reuben 
‘Swain; $10 


BLUES ON WHYTE Michael Charles 
‘and his band 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 


‘Stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 

Bane: Spm 

V8 Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 

LAKE (pen Mic Nights Ist and 3rd 

Thu every month: 6:30-8:30pm: open- 

mic@deedmansdog.com 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open jam 

6:30pm 

HORIZON STAGE Ennis: 7:20pen; $24 

{adutt//$19 (student/senior) at 

TicketMaster 

HOTEL MACDONALD'S 

CONFEDERATION LOUNGE Terry 
icDade (great guitar hits}: 5-Som: no 

cover 

HULBERT'S Michael Chase; Bom; $10 

(door) 


HYDEAWAY Belle Etoile: 6pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam 
71pm 


J AND A BAR AND GAILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12-30am 
LB'S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko, Spm 


UVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Dpen 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


LEXY 13 Morgan Page: $10 
{advl/$20 (door) 


NEW CITY Nichse! Rault and tho 
Mixed Signals, J Whitey Houston 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jorn ty 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


RIVER CREE Fyrorania (Det Leppert 


tribute) 
‘SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
CAPILANO MALL Patsy Amico and 


Brian Gregg Trio with Moses Gregg on 
bass (folk, blues. original roots): 8pm- 
12, 0 cover 

URBAN LOUNGE Wide Awake, 
Honey and The Money, Empire 
Assassins 


WILD WEST SALOON Hey Romeo 
CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robins Lighter 
Classics. Ports of Call: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Kristin Plumlay 
(soprano), Jack Everly (conductor); 
8pm, $20-$89 at the Winspear box 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Blectro Education: dub, trip 
hop, tounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Esrapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big flock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on three levels 
BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight. DJ 
WestCaastBahyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk flock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nit: Top 
40/danee with BJ Christran 


GINGUR SKY Urbo0 Substance 
Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DUs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 

KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens Spm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays 
funiky house/teehno with Ou Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breakes with DJ 
Krazy K. handstyle/techno with OU 
Decha, tach trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret: no minors: no cover 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo st 
9:30prn followed by Electroshock 
Therapy with Dervish Nazz Nomad and 
Plan 8 (electro, retro) 


ON THE ROEKS Solsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at Spm: 
Salsa DU to follow 

OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to Naw. 


Classic rock, R&B, urben and dance 
with DU Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit |! 
Thursdays: breaks, aldctro house spun 
with Pi residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurzday 
with org666 


STARLITE ROOM Music 1st and The 
Techno Hippy Crew: Bassnectar, Kush 
Arora, Sharnik afid guests; 8pm 


TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro 
Pop. Indie Rock end Roll 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
Singer/Songwniter Circle: Tom Wilson, 
Stewart MacDougall and two special 
Quests; $20 


BLUES ON WHYTE Michael Charles 


and his band 
BADOXC BAR On The Brink. Down The 


Hatch and Zoro Something, Spm, $10 
{door} 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Carrie 
Hryniw (tolk-pon 


all ages, 7:30-2:309m: $5 (door) 
CASINO EDMONTON Cataiyst 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO VELLOWHEAD Blackboard 
Jungle (pop/rock) 

COAST TO COAST Open Stage every 
Friday night with host Leone Burkey at 
Spm, 

0V6 TAVERN Live music every Fri: 
Spm. $5 


FESTIVAL PLACE Tim Hus, Cori 
Brewster; $17 (advy/$20 (door); chil- 
dren under 12 half-price (door only) at 
South Side Sound, TIX on the Square 
FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: Drowning Ophelia’s Sonicbids, 
Candace and Karli Schiebalbain; 6- 
Som: $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Sillan and 
Young: 8:30pm; $15 

HULBERT'S Stove Frise; 8pm: $10 


McDade (great guitar hits); 5-Spm; no 
cover 

HYDEAWAY All Ages Art Space 
Rhombus presents Tyler Butler (CO 
release): 7:30pm. 

IRISH CLUB Jam session. Ap: no 


cover 


IVORY CLUB Duelling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Enk 
and guests 

SEFFREY'S Thom Bennett (contempo- 
Tary jaz): $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock 
‘9pm; no caver 

JET NIGHTCLUB Stone Baby 


MACLAB CENTRE FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS-LEDUC Ennis, 


$25 {adultl/$20 (student/senior) at TIX 
on the Square, Leduc and District 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


Chamber of Commerce 72 988 51 


MEAD HALL Battle 07 The Ban: 
Inhuman Farm, Ways To Kill, S 
Oycle, A Fistful Of Nice: Bom, $5, 


Pass 

MUBRIETA'S Torry Jorden (0 
Bom 

MORWOOD LEGION Upiny.n 


Club open stage; 7pm {doc 

$4 [doorifres (member) 

ON THE ROCKS Heatte: Nickey 
Band Spm 

PALACE CASINO (WEM) 0); «| 
Blue 

PAWN SHOP Edit and Soah of 
Glitch Mob (rap, hup-hop|: 8m. 
TicketMaster 


RIVER CREE Pyromania (Def Le 
Mibute} 


ST, BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Falk Club: Tim Hus, Con 
Brewster, 8pm, $17 at TIX on th: 
Square 


bass (folk, blues, on 
12; n0 cover 


STARLITE ROOM Secondhar 
Serenade, Meg and Di 
all ages event: 5:20pr; tic 
etmastetca, unionevents.c: 
Blackbyrd 

STARLITE ROOM Psyche! 
Camival with Raging Shan 
Neon Army Bus; no mir 
at Raging Shaman Member 


URBAN LOUNGE The Session 
WILD WEST SALOON Hey Romeo 
YARDBIRD SUITE Ker 
Quartet, Obsessions Octet 


9pm (show (merni 
at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


VENUE GUIDE 


* BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 
780.484.7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 « BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 


* ALBERTA BALLROOM-CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 
10111 Bellamy Hill * AMBER’S BREWING COMPANY 9926-78 Ave 
780.628.2305 * ARDEN THEATRE 5 St Anne St, St Albert, 
780.459.1542 * ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780.758.9856 « 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 780.432.4611 


* BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 780.436.4418 


780.418.6332 © BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 * BOOTS 10242 
106 St, 786.423.5014 « BRIXX BAR 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 « BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 « a 
NO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 780.463.9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 780.424.9467 » CENTURY CASINO 13103 
Fort Rd, 780.643.4000 * CHRISTOPHER’S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 780.462.6565 * CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, 
Victoria Trail * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Bida, U of A, 780.492.3611 « DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * DRUID 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 780.454.9928 « DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 «= DV8 TAVERN 8307-99 St, www.DV8TAVERN.com * ECO CAFE 
Village at Pigeon Lake * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 780.453.3663 « EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase il, 
780.489.SHOW * EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 9912-82 Ave * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St » FILTHY MCNASTY'S 10511-82 Ave, 
780.916.1557 © FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 * FOX 10125-109 St, 780,990.0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend 
Sq, 780.433.9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 « GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780.488.4841 » GINGUR SKY 
15505-118 Ave, 780.913.4312/780.953.3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423.HALO * HARCOURT HOUSE ANNEX 10215-112 S: 
* HAT 10251 Jasper Ave * HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780.756.6010 « HAYLOFT Range Road 224. 
County of Strathcona * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7359 * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780.452.1168 * HULBERT'S 
7601-115 St, 780.436.1161 * HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE 10209-100 Ave * IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAM- 
MERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780 451.8779 » J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 « JEFPREY'S CAFE 9640 142 Si, 
780.451.8890 « JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB and RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 (pub)/780.429.5081 (re: 
* JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave, 780.466.6552 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 780.732.4583 
KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 * L.B'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 780.460.9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St 
780.481.2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 780.447.4495 » LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East 
LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 780.460.1122 * LUCKY 13 10551-82 Ave, 780.432.0814 « MACLAB CENTRE-LEDUC 
4308-50 St, Leduc * MEAD HALL 10940-1664 St * MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 St * MURRIETA’S 10612-82 Ave « 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 » NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 780.413.4578 * NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway 
Bivd, 780.439.8006 * NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-109A Ave * NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 780.436.1554 = O'BYRNE’S 
10616-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 « OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St 
439.9485 » OVERTIME DOWNTOWN (0304-111 St. 780.423.1643 * OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St 
780.485.1717 « PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444.2112 ¢ PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 * PLAN- 
ET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220 
103 St * QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY HALL 10425 University Ave, 780.288.8111 * RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave 
780.428.0825 « RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St * ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 1Q209-123 St « : 
ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 780.482.5253 « ST. BASIL’'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave * SECOND CUP 
12336-102nd Ave * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 780.4370231/710.1625 * SECOND CUP-124 STREET 
12336-124 St, 780.451.7574 « SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB CAPILANO MALL Capilano Mall - North Entrance * SIDELINERS PUB 
11018-127 St, 453-6006 « SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St * STANLEY MILNER THEATRE Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1089 * STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 1116-82 Ave 
/80.988.8105 * STOLLI'S 2nd Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 * THEATRE OF LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St » TOUCH OF 
CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 780.452.7770 * UNION HALL Argyil, 99 St, 780.702.2582 * UNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 12210-106 Ave » URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780.437.7699 * WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 Ave, 780 bel 1 
5506 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 780.476.3388 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 780.436.2286 « Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 
St, 780.994.3256, www.yafterhours.com * YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 780.459.0295 
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My two specialties, music and sports 
journalism, allow more leeway than 
straight general reporting. In these fields, 
you can call it like you see it, you can 
champion the underdog band or athlete, 
you can be critical of albums and teams..| 
don’t have to be an objective observer. 

So, over the course of the last 16 years, 
{ have championed more than my fair 
share of bands. Some of my interview sub- 
jects have become friends. And, there's no 
doubt that there are many bands | have 
followed from their infancy, whether | 
know them personally or not, who | have 
cheered for all the day, hoping one day 
that larger numbers of people would 
embrace their genius. | feel that a solid 
reason for the apocalypse to arrive in 2012 
is that we as a human race didn’t make 
Melusky more important to our collective 
musical consciousness than Nirvana. | was 
happy to see three quarters of the old 
Odds reunite to form the New Odds and, 


of the line 


itless Chaps maps out an exit 


now again, Odds. They are some of the 
nicest, humblest people you'll meet in the 
Canadian industry. | could go on. 

But, just like watching the Oilers lose in 
overtime, there’s a sinking feeling that 
comes when a band you love calls it quits 
before it became the biggest thing in the 
world. That's the way | felt when word came 
around through Facebook (ah, the way we 
communicate in the modern world) that the 
Buttless Chaps were calling it quits. 

My good friend and former Vue and In 
the Box colleague John Turner introduced 
me to the Chaps a decade ago; he insisted 
| come out and see these guys from Victo- 
tia, so a group of friends gathered at the 


- old Sidetrack Café (has it been closed long 


enough to call it “old?”) to see the band 
play. Our group made up about the only 
people in the bar. But | was blown away: it 
was kind of a country band, but there was 
this will to experiment with the music, to 
put punk-rock screams into Johnny Cash's 
"| Still Miss Someone.” The band members 
already knew John, and we enjoyed a drink 
ora few after the show. 


OVER THE YEARS, I've lost count of 


how many articles | have written 


about the band. And the bandmem- 
bers kept challenging themselves and 
me as a listener. Soon, the band was 
mixing country music with Kraftwerk- 
style electronica, putting robots and 
cowpokes in its frames of reference. 
I've seen the Chaps play small bars, 
festivals and in-store appearances. 

Putting together interviews usually 
meant that | would simply drop band 
frontman Dave Gowans a line, and 
we'd talk and catch up. The last time 
we chatted, we talked about our kids 
— as we'd both become fathers at 
around the same time. | brought my 
son to an in-store appearance that the 
band did in Toronto; Dave brought his 
daughter. She went through the show 
wearing big headphones to protect 
her ears. 

A few weeks ago, | called the Chaps 
Cartography album my favourite of 2008. 
It really is a fantastic record. Yes, | know | 
have been influenced over the last 
decade or so by my friendships with the 
band members, but for anyone who 
wants challenging yet melodic guitar 
music, the new album fills the bill. 

{t should have been the biggest album 
in 2008 from a Canadian band. They 
should have been playing to thousands a 
night, not hundreds or dozens. 

Yeah, | still won't let it go. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sci-F 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday. 


Spectecutar: Sarat Symphony resident DJ Luke Morison; 1-4:30pm 

‘Orchestra, Jack {conductor}, 

George Takei (narrator) with Kristin ae sie er 

pia ale aa Bee Request with a mix of Retro ‘Be 

$79.at spear Centre box office _ Disco; 7-10:30pm; wwwesports- 
DUS world.ca 

—_—___—___ STOLL'S Top 40, R&B. house with. 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky People’s DJ 

Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, STONEHOUSE 

funky tunes with Phife and frends Trin esa 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected TEMPLE 

Fridays 91,7 The Bounce, Nestor Spey Se 

Delano, Luke Morrison kei Fridays at the Pony 

BAR-B-BAR Di James, ra cover eS tN adalad 

BAR WALD Bor Wild Fridays Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 

‘Os spin Wooftop and Main Floor. 

Eplectic jams with Nevine-indie, soul, 


Motown, new wave, electro; 

u Porverted Fridays: Punk 
‘and Skea from the ‘60s "70s and "BOs 
with Fathead 


SAT 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S Wo made “em famous! OJ LIVE MUSIC 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, No cover before 10pm 
CHROME , BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
fon LOUNGE Platinum VIP the Dog: ive acoustic music every 
Saturday aftemoon, this week ex- 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, Uneas Sean Brewer And The 
house, mash up: no minors ‘Switthimen; 4-6pm; no cover 
ESWERELDA'S Ezzins freakin Frenzy | BLUE CHAIR CAFE Flying Soucers. 
Frelays: Playing the best in country $10 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Top (rates, rok. retro with DJ Damian} Aftemoon .lam: (evening) Michael 
GAS PUMP Top 40 with BU Charles and his band : 
Christian Lailest Ate Hors wih 
HALO Mod Cts indie rock, new SE aad 
wave Br pp and 60s soul with OJ | Spee S10 (ood 
Blue Jay, 1D; no cover before CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
‘10pm; $5 latter 10pm) 10pm; free 
‘GINGUR Ladies Roam: with Bomb CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
Squad, 0.) Q8 the Teacher (pop/rock) 
LEVEL 2) Hypnotiq Friday: CASINO YELLOWHEAD Blackboard 
Breakboat. ale Tf ‘Jingle (pop/rock) ’ 
ge A CASING Te it Ai 
NEWCASTLE PUB Fridays Hi ute to lan Tyson with ft 
now mtx with OJ Donovan = Nal han eon, ena 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 0 Pau Samantha King: To (Sot 
‘ry fan Pa $2495 at TicketMaster 
‘TAP DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 
toNewclassic | Embraca Me: featuring Cara Albo; 
(ork, RAB, ban and dance with DJ} gpm, $24.50 (adult'$22.50 
Serm-Zam: 0 cover (senior/student) 
pps k ren fc DV@ TAVERN Live music every Sat, 
Enews Ala Brown Sone 
foonflash: Spm {door}; $5 EARTSTBBE BALE ATOM 
RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: EDDIE SHORTS Open stage with 
‘die. roek. funk, soul. hip hop with Glynn Jager 
aoe ‘Deadman; Bom; $29/50 at 
Fri Theory of a in: a 
wallaenasinier uo ea 


[ 9; ie SS ee 


FILTHY McHASTY'S 
Audio/Rocketry, Feast or Famine: 
Tpm; $10; fundraiser for Project HOPE 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Off Wyhte 
(CD release party); $10 

HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/mic host- 
ed by Sally's Krackers: 3pm 
HULBERT'S Painting with Ella, The 
Urban Coyotes; 8pm; $10 (door) 
IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show. 
with Jesse, Shane. Tiffany and Erik 
‘and quests 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm, country/rock band Spm- 
2am 

SEFFREY'S Lauren Busheiken (jazz. 
pop, and jazz) $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{classic pop/rock), Spm, no cover 
JET NIGHTCLUB Stone Baby 

B'S PUB Molsons Saturday open 
stage every Saturday attemoon host- 
ed by Gord Macdonald: 4:30:9pm 
MEAD HALL Cast In Stone (CO 
release party), with Suburban 
Syndrome and Megaido; 8pm; $8 


MORANGO'S TEK CAFE Saturday 
open stage: hosted by Dr. Oxide; 7- 
10pm 


MUARIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano); 
8pm 


O'BYRNESS Live Band Saturday 3- 
Tom; DJ 9:30pm. 
ON THE ROCKS Heather McKenzie 
Band, Spm, 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) Out of the 
Blue 
PAWN SHOP Connected Presents 
Treasure Fingers, quests; Spm 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Edmonton Blues Society jam/open 
stage; &-midnight 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Nobody Likes 
‘Dwight. Six String Loaded, Ides of 
Ruin 
RIVER CREE Hollywood Stones 
{Rolling Stones tribute} 
SHELL THEATRE-DOW 

CENTRE Embrace 
Me: Cara Albo; 8pm; $24.50 
(adult)/$22.50 (student/senior/$3.50 


* (EyeGo to the Arts Student Ticket 


Programme) 

STARLITE ROOM In The Midst of 
Murder, Mark Me For Dead, Bambi 
Woods; Spm; $10 (door) 


‘STANLEY MILNER THEATRE Music 
For Your Eyes: Edmonton 
Improvisatory Collective, Ensemble 
Mujirushi; 8pm; admission by dona- 
tion 

‘THEATRE OF LA CITE 
FRANCOPHONE Jazz'Art Concert: 
Pierre-Pau! Bugeaud, Gord Graber, Bill 
Richards and Jamie Philp with visual 


artists; $20 
URBAN LOUNGE The Sessions 
WILD WEST SALOON Hey Romeo 


YARDBIRD SUITE Kent Sangster 
Quartet, Obsessions Octet: 8pm 
(door), Spm (show); $18 (memberl/$22 
{quest} at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sci-fi 
Spectacular: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Jack Everly (conductor), 
George Takei (narrator) with Kristin 
Plumlgy and Mike Eldred: 8pm; $24- 
$79 at inspear Centre box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40. with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturday 
Os on three levels. Main Floor 
Menace Sessions: alt 
(ook/electro/trash with Miss 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free pool and toumey, OJ 
Arrowrhaser 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop, 
house, mash up 

ESMERALDA’S Super Parties: Every 
Sata different theme 

FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
OU Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. ratro with DJ Damian’ 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


HALO For Those Who Know, house 
avery Sat with DJ Junior Brown, Luks 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari Rhodes 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday. 
DJ Groovy Guvy and quests 
NEWCASTLE PUB Saturdays Top 
40, requests with DU Shen 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Punk 
Rawk Saturdays with Todd and Alex 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Sturdays 
Suck with Greg Gory and BlueJay 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggostive Saturdays 
breaks electro house wath Pi residents 
RED STAR Soturdarys wie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworid Inling and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 Request with 3 
mix of retro and disco, 14:30pm and 
7-10:20pm) wreweportsworld.ca 


STOLU'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B. 
house with People’s OJ 


‘SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Underground House with DJ Nic-£ 
every Saturday 

TEMPLE Oh Snap! Every Saturday, 
Cobra Commander and guests, 3pm 


~ WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and loca! 


bands 
Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturday 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosette Guitars 


BLUES ON WHYTE Vacation on 
Mars 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Celtic 
Music Session, hosted by Keri-Lynne 
Zwicker, 4-7pm. 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Souljah Fyah 
Sundays; 8pm; $10 (door)/$5 [stu- 
dent)/$5 (restaurant/pub employees 
with pay stub) 


HULBEAT'S Sunday Songwniter's 
‘Stage; 7pm, $5/person minimum 
charge 

HYDEAWAY All Ages Art Space 
Doug Hoyer presents Songwriter’s 
Circle; 7pm 


LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by J) 
Lenny B and the Cats; 4:30pm ‘til 
Whenever 


NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday acoustic 
‘open stage with Willy James and 
Crawdad; 3-6pm 


NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday hasted 
by Ben Disaster; 9pm (sign-up); no 
cover 


O'BYRNE'S Opan mic jam with Robb 
Angus (the Wheat Poo!) 


ON THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with King Muskafa 


RIVER CREE Hollywood Stones 
{Rolling Stones tribute) 


SECOND CUP Live music every Sun. 
this week Kristina Kastalan-Sikora 
{harpk: 24pm 

‘STARLITE ROOM Anberlin, Madina 
Lake, Between the Trees (alt rock): all 
ages event; 7pm; $18 at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd, Listen, and 
Unionevents.com 


CLASSICAL 


ALBERTA BALLROOM-CROWNE 
PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 
Edmonton Opera Daughter of the 
Regiment Brunch: A brunch recital, 
Tam (brunch), 12:15pm (perform- 
ance); fiekets/info at 780.429.1000 


Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 


Scleels 


mmm PRe/POST 


SLLETar quaZZuM 


£P RELEASE PARTY 


MY 


PORTAL FLATLINED FENIX FOUNDATION 


FRIDAY FEB 13 


MUSIC 
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a GUNS OLER [OMPSIONE 


[itad OH SNArl AND GET DOWN PRESENT... 
‘KLEVER 


LIK WID 
LOUNGE 


FRIDAY tenth te 
MAR 13 


NO MINORS 10081] JASPER AVENUE 


BACKLASH BLUES 


= AOLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @vueweekly.com 


I'm a believer. Though not religious in the 
traditional sense, | am imbued with the 
agnostic belief that “something” out 
there is guiding me, telling me to wash 
my towels and generating the drunken 
moment of clarity that allows me to leave 
a bad party unscathed. | also believe in 
something that may have been forgotten 
by the constantly swirling and shifting 
masses of Edmonton's music community. 
So | must ask you, reader: when was the 
last time you had fun at a show? 

And | don’t mean “fun” fun. Not this 
fake-smiling, pretend-dancing, false aban- 
don shit. | mean genuine fun. Grinning ear- 
to-ear, loss of physical restraint, instant 
emotional response, real fun. | feel that in 
the colder months, with shows dwindling 
due to the tactile problems presented by liv- 


PREWUE 

SAT, JAN 24 (7 PM 

RANGER CREEK WRANGLERS 

FIDDLER'S ROOST (8906 - 99 ST), $10 

TICKETS AT MYHRE'S MUSIC AND ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Plenty of people can pick up an old guitar 
and strum out a trail song—the sort of tune 
that Hank Williams or Marty Robbins or lan 
Tyson recorded over the years. Few of those 
players are doing anything more than hit- 
ting the chords and singing along, though; 
they haven't actually ridden the trails. 

But that’s not the case for Ranger 
Creek Wranglers. This trio knows the 
open trail well, having originated in the 
wilderness. Guitarists Mare Halun and 


| ‘paeien at atime 


ing in the middle of a frozen wasteland, it's 
hard to consider a good time the kind of 
thing that comes from going out. 

While fourth quarter Edmonton is 
mostly unappealing to tour mapmakers, 
there are some folks that believe in us 
(and our delicious wallets) with decidedly 
different approaches. The Glitch Mob is 
one such outfit, a rotating menagerie of 
computer whizzes from California that 
pumps out live performances and remixes 
with various MIDI controllers, samplers 
and editing devices. Taking the stage at 
the Pawn Shop this Friday, the group’s 
break beat-inspired circuit bending will 
be something more performance-oriented 
than traditional DJing, creating a poten- 
tial opportunity for genuine fun. 

In a spectacular back-to-back arrange- 
ment, Atlanta's Treasure Fingers is gracing 
the same location the very next day along- 
side Jokers of the Scene, an outfit from 
our nation’s capital. This double bill is tem- 
pered by more straightforward disco and 
electro house territory, but both acts are 


Bill Wesson (bassist Bruce Goebel joined 
later) have been running their own horse- 
back riding company, Lost Guide Adven- 
ture Tours, since around 1995 and that's 
where the Wranglers started. 

“That was our inspiration for it—we'd 
bring our guitars and we'd play campfire 
songs at night,” Halun recalls. “It's really 
worked out to be'a lot of fun.” 

The group has progressed from playing 
primarily cover songs to, four albums 
down the road—with a fifth on the hori- 
zon—focusing on original material with 
all three members bringing their own 
songs to the group. 

While the Ranger Creek Wranglers has 
grown into a group that can perform well 
on stage, the heart of the music remains 


coming packed with their own worldwide 
club anthems. TF’s “Cross the Dancefloor 
comes across with an approach that 
blends the chopped-up funk of Daft Punk 
Thomas Bangalter with Chromeo’s hor; 
age to ‘BOs electro, while the Jokers’: 
“Baggy Bottom Boys” is a huge rave ny 

ber, recalling both early ‘90s techno and 
contemporary fidget house in an altogett 
er original multi-tiered arrangement 


THERE ARE NO guarantees when it come 
to fun. These acts could all put on flawies 
performances, but there might be persona) 
issues holding people back from feaphin rf 
the open-ended elation that’s seemin ily 
been out of reach for me and others | knoy 
lately. The ever-present pretenders might 
be lurking heavier than usual, displaying : a 
tainted representation of the actual Enjoy- 
ment level of the event for cameras and 
eyes alike. The weather might not cooper- 
ate. Maybe you'll catch a stray fist on th 
way inside, Just know that you can on\ 
have fun if you believe that it's possible 
Hope is the first step, right? w 


Rollie will be hosting the Glitch Mob 
show on Fri, Jan 23 at the Pawn Shop 


firmly rooted in the outdoors, the members 
taking all that they need along for Lost 
Guide's week-long excursions into the wild 

“It’s all on pack horses, so all the food 
the guitars, tents, clothes, everything, are 
put on horseback, and we're actually very 
far into the back country,” Halun explains 
“We're bordering Banff National Park, the 
northern border of it, so we're really in 
the backcountry. No motorized vehicles— 
we generally don't see anybody except 
our own group. 

“It's all Crown land so it’s all random 
camping,” he continues. “It’s extremely 
rustic, but it's extremely beautiful. So 
that’s how the inspiration for our band 
and our music came around: through our 
riding company.” w 


UNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
The ee Concert 
Anthony Burbidge mira songwriter 
10:30am and 12: iconcerts}, 
11:30am (pothack!, $10 (nation) 
WINSPEAR CENTRE One World, 
Many Voices: Pro Coro, Kokopelli 
{folk-song themed program}; 2pm, 
tickets at the Winspear box office 


DIS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AMD GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main oor: 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Soul 
Motown, Disco with DJ fed Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop, Rudy Electro; 10pm-2-30em, 
guest OUs inquire at 
kelly@richetticom 

(GINGUR Ladies industry Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
‘Sundsys with Neighbourhood Rats 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night Requests with DJ Bo 


WUNDERBAR Surrisys DJ Galisteo 
and XS, quests; no cover 


g MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sieoman 
Mondays: [ive music monthly; no 
cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE The Vindicators 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Open stage 
Mondays with different songwriters 
hosting each week presented by 


Jimery Whitten of Hole in the Guiter 
Productions; 8-12 


SOCIAL CLUB Jazz Night 
7pm, $10 {doorl/$5 (student) 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Did Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bowl Moray Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald faltemating) Spm-1 Zam 


(CONVOCATION HALL Noon Hour 
Organ Recital: Featuring students, fac- 
iilfy and guests of the Department of 
Music, 12pm, free 


DJS 


BAR WALD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service industry Night; no minors, 
9pm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Iain 
lor. Eelectic Nonsense. 

of Dunees, Dad Rock, TJ Hookah and 
Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy Electro 
{atest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop, 12am 
230m, interested quest Os inquire 
at kelly@michetticom: karaoke with 
Tizy, amateur strip contest: Spm 
V2am 


FILTHY MoNASTY'S Metal 
Mondarys: with DJ SWAG. 
FLLAD LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Donia! 
and Fovvter (eclectic tunes) 


30. wwey JAN 22 - JAN 28, 2009 


MUSIC 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE The Vindicutors 


(BRDOX BAR Sig Rock Untapped and 
Unplugged with Eamon Megrath and 
the Whisky Dogs,The Bamyard 
‘Curlies; Spm 


DIALED (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 

FESTIVAL PLACE The Emeralds: 
2pm, $30 (cabaret seating-table)/$28 
(cabaret seating-boxl/$26 (cabaret 
seating tweatre) 


LBS PUB Ammars Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night; Spm-larm featuring guests, 
Dean and Jason Leblanc (Cousins) 
hosted by Mark Amenar and Noel (Big 
Cat) Mackenzie 

BYRNE'S Coltic Jam with Shannon 
Johnon and frends 
SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 

mic every Tuo; 810pm 

SECOMD CUP STANLEY MILNER =~ 
LIBRARY Open mic every Tus; 7-Spm 
SHDELINERS PUB Tucsday Al! Star 
Jam with Alicia Tait and Rickey 

Sidecar; 8pm 

YARDBIRD SUITE Tesday Nights 

Jam Session: Thom Bannett Growp; 
7-201pm (doorl/Bpm (show $4 (mamn- 
berl/$4 (quest) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Rloor-CJSA's Eddie Lunehysail: 
Wooftog: Dubi at The Dog with DJ 
Degree 


BUDDY'S Free pool and toumey, 0! 


Arrowchaser; 9pm. 


ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; no 
cover with student ID 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Regge music, no cover 


(EW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE “abil- 
ty, Ghoul-roek, spooky with DJ Vylan 
Carlaver 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with Du 
Hot Philly 


lane 7-1030pm; wewwesports- 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays-Jive 
music once & month 

BLUES ON WHYTE Tho Vindicators 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stage 
wath Ido; 8:30pm: free 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hastad by Rock 'n, Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


WALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE (pen mic 
(acoustic) every Wed 


TEMPLE Wyid Style Wednesday 
Live hip hop. every Wed; $5 


URBAN LOUNGE Tim Srith 
WILD WEST SALOOW Kory Wics 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR D2, 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wedne=2y 
Nights: with Du Harley 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE M(3in 
Floor: RetraActive Radio: Alteratry 
"BOs and “9s, Post Punk. New Wa 
Garage, Brit, Mod, Rock and Roi) wt 
U Cool Jos 
BUDDYS Hump day wth DJ Seoxy = 
LUND LOUNGE Wecresciays Pox 
FOX Wind:ip Wedhesciays: FBS. 
hiphop, reggae, old skncl, range) 
InVinceable, Touch tt. weekly guess 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R8B with 
DU Spineycle 


NEW CITY LOUNGE 0.) 
Roxxi Slade {indie punk and meta!) 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Shake It»! 
Greg Gory and Eddie Lunchpall; n° 
minors: 9pm (door) 

MHOC DIAMONDS Punk and Us 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DUs every 
Wednesday 

STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop, 9pm 


a ee 
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( 7 ee oes ae 
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sony aun} JANUARY 29 
TE © STARLITE ROOM 


TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD “ : DOORS 8 PM - 18+ NO MINORS 


TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
AT BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK 


sees FAL 


wim guests THIS IS WAR 
APRIL 11°- STARLITE ROOM 


EARLY SHOW - DOORS 5 PM - ALL AGES 
TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD wy 


K wu DARKANE 
SATURDAY JANUARY 31 E 0 / L WU R AND GUESTS 
Ds 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE FRIDAY FEBRUARY 27 


ALL AGES - DOORS 7PM : 
rICKETS ON SALE NOW AT SS) 
a kt vere } i whi STARLITE ROOM 
AND BLACKBYRD i - DOORS 8 PM - NO MINORS is 
VUE : ite TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON ‘techetmakicks 780-451-8000 


JAN 22 - JAN 28,2009 W/W 


BLOC PARTY. 


iki bepehondg 


APRIL 29 - SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION 


TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY JANUARY 23 
AT UNIONEVENTS.COM, TICKETMASTER.CA, 
ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 
CHARGE-BY-PHONE (780) 451-8000 


THE NEW ALBUM 
INTIMACY UE 
IN STORES NOW WEEKLY =§WW/W.BLOCPART Y.COM 


JAN.22 - JAN 28, 2009 


the poverty line while 
‘it's not just the big 
understand how the law can 


Law, will be joining musician 
and Eddy Bayens, president of 
‘Musicians’ Association, for Alberta 


VE WEEKLY: Why does a musician need to know 
something about how the law relates to music? 


WAYME LOGAM: If it’s a hobby they don't. There’s two 
types of musicians. One’s a hobby—God bless 
them. A lot of people who think that they're pros, 
it's actually a hobby. There's nothing wrong with 
music being a hobby, just recognize it. What does a 
hobby musician mean? Chances are you're going 
to be teaching guitar or piano or vocal lessons, or 
doing some part-time job in conjunction with play- 
ing. You don’t have stars in your eyes, but that 
doesn’t mean you're not writing, but you're writing 
and you're playing and experimenting with it— 
you're not fully committed. A pro is fully commit- 
ted—and they still may have another job as 
well—but they live, eat and breathe their music and 
composing and they're always attending clinics 
and seminars. I can help pros. Lots of times I see 
hobby musician and | usually try to turn them away 
because they don’t need to incur my expense. 


VW: The first thing that comes to mind for many 
musicians is that they need to worry about 


copyrighting their songs. 


WL: Ownership, absolutely, so copyright, knowing 
when your song is subject to ownership, that’s a 
big one. The biggest one is co-authoring—under- 
standing what happens if you're jamming with a 
band and the group creates a song. If you don't 
have a clear understanding how copyright works 
and that song is successful, you're probably going 
to be fighting and breaking up your group just 
when it gets going. So that’s the biggest thing I 
see is not understanding copyright and co-author- 
ing, not understanding how simple it is when 
there is more than one composer—to clarify it. 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 

Anyone who has played the game “Telephone” knows 
how easily a message can change when it's passed 
Mom one person to another. Originating in the oral tra- 
dition, folk songs also used to change as they passed 
between generations, explains Richard Sparks, Pro 
Coro Canada’s artistic director and conductor. 

On Sunday, Pro Coro Canada and Kokopelli will per- 
form folk songs from around the world. Sparks notes 
that most folk songs’ original form—sometimes a 
Melody with a harmony against it—doesn't match a 
multi-part choral medium. Therefore, composers will 
‘wiite arrangements of folk songs specifically for choirs. 

A wonderful tradition within the choral culture of 
almost all countries {is} that if you have a choir, sooner 
Of later, you have these ways for choirs to sing this 
\ndigenous music of your culture,” Sparks explains. 
And that's partiy how these songs are kept alive.” 

One piece at Sunday's concert is a medley of the 
French Songs “Alouette” and “Au Clair de la Lune.” 
' ris “IS the B’y,” a traditional song from New- 
Sundland. Audiences will also hear arrangements of 


_ this song called "xyz" you got 50 per cent, I got 50 


conductor. And they're teaching it to us. So it may have 


A | TU, AN 27 (0 

| Hea ie sua 

B= | MUSIC AND 

CC | BRI FREE ALBERTA MUSIC MEMBERS), 5 (ON-MEMBERS) 


And it’s just a single piece of paper that says for 


per cent, or whatever it is. 

The theft of songs is very rare. Very, very rare. 
There are sometimes issues on “I think that 
parts of your song are mine,” but I think in my 
25 years I’ve been doing this I've only seen that 
allegation twice and both times they weren’t 
correct. But co-authoring, it’s almost daily with 
the issues that happen there. 


VW: What about ownership of band names? 
There are so many groups that switch members 
out and continue under the original name, yet 
it’s barely the same band. 


WE That's trademarks, and your branding. It hap- 
pens all the time, besides the obvious example of 
typically these older bands—the band breaks up 
and they all think they've got the ownership to the 
name—a band will be here in Canada called what- 
ever, and then they try to go down into the US and 
they have to have a different name for their CDs or 
their touring because [the name]'s registered as a 
trademark. So a registered trademark for a band is 
exactly the same as registering a trademark for 
Sony or Nike or Microsoft or what have you. 


VW: What kind of business structures should 
musicians be looking at when they form a band? 


WL Lots of bands nowadays are incorporated and 
it's a really good Structure. Partnerships where you 
and I and a couple of other guys get together and 
throw a name on it and don’t do anything else, 
that’s a partnership in law and that's a really, really 
dangerous business structure—not your first choice. 

The acts of one partner binds all. So that’s the 
biggest problem—if you and | are partners, in this 
instance there’s just the two of us, if you go out and 
Say our partnership is buying xyz and I don't even 
know about it, or you incur a debt for us, I'm per- 
sonally obligated to your promise under our part- 
nership even though I didn’t even know about it. vw 


Swedish and Russian songs, a tune based on an 
Inuit chant and one from Africa. 

In most Western cultures, composers write down 
their arrangements; however, when pieces are writ- 
ten, they don’t undergo change in the same way as 
oral folk songs do, Sparks admits. Regardless, the 
oral tradition isn't absent from all choral arrange- 
ments; in fact, Pro Coro is learning one song for Sun- 
day's show in this way. 

"The African arrangement which Kokopelli is teach- 
ing us, it's not written down,” he notes. “It’s a piece 
that was taught to them by an African choir, an African 


some element of that that'll change, but it’s entirely 
done orally. We don't have anything written down.” 

Additionally, Sparks explains that African-Ameri- 
can gospel music is often learned entirely by ear. 

"So there is the possibility that if you do a gospel 
song in one church, you might do the same gospel 
song in another church, and its slightly different, he 
expands. “That does still happen in various cultures. 

Sparks has observed similarities among the 
themes in all cultures’ folk songs; this universality 
underlies traditional music’s relevance to modern 
audiences, Sparks believes. Y: 

“One of the popular terms today is ‘world music. 
What's the difference between world music and a 
folk song? Well, I'm not quite sure.” w 
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DESTRUCTION UNITED 
ASCHSSS OF YOUTH DEN LINSDLE 


PUT OM BY THE MEMORIAL MARCH FOR ALL THE 
MISSING AND MURDERED WOMEN OF EDMONTON 


RATTLESNAKE ROMEO 
FREEBURN / NOWEISER 


O2/O6 CD RELEASE... 


DIRTY CITY HEARTS 


WISH / OLDBURY 


CAPITAL CTY BURLESOUE 


V/A FOUNDATION CONCERTS PRESENTS_. 


CURRENT SEL 


G2Z/ZVO STABLITE ROOM & OH SHAP PRESENTS_ 


{JURASSIC 5 / BLEND CRAFTERS 


SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT 


temple 2! 


WVIEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 


ALL EVENTS (8+ + DOORS AT OPM 


Mt TECHNO HIPPY 


LIVE HIP HOP 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 


(0030-102 STREET 
INFO: 428-STAR 


ON THE BRINK 


DOWN THE HATCH / ZERO SOMETHING 


FENIX FOUNDATION 


ABSURD HEROES / SEPTEMBER STONE 


MURDER MUTINY 
& THE ZAZAZAS 


TRIPLE EXPOSURE / DESERT BOOTS 


TECHNO NIGHT IN CANADA 
WITH DAVE STONE 
NEIL K AND ROB TRYPTOMENE 
BT 
UNTAPPED & UNPLUGGED TUESDATS 
MIKE JAMES 


OF THE MICHAEL JAMES BAND 
02/06 


RUMBLE STRIPPERS 


FORMERLY THE FAT DAVE SOUNDWAVE 


SOULS IN RHYTHM 
JESSE D & JACQUIE B 


RmiG Foc kz 
UNTAPPED & UNPLUGGED TUESDAYS 
WIL BELCOURTE 


THE SHAGBOTS 


NOISY COLOURS 


mai DREW & THE NANCY BOYS 


em Pi netoi oa 
UNTAPPED & UNPLUGGED TUESDAYS 
WOX HUMANA 


wt DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
DJ BATTERY «7 WEEKLY GUESTS 


FLECTRIFED DUBWISE DANCEROCH BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDOS 


CREW 


01/30 - AGE OF AQUARIUS Il 


FEATURING ILE GATES 


02/06 - ZEITLOS 


WITH AUDI PAUL / ZEMROCK / ORLESKO 


Geoff Berner, Klezmer Mongrels 
(jericho Beach) Could there be a bet- 
ter name than Klezmer Mongrels for 
Geoff Berer's latest? Not likely. It’s the 
sort of title that does exactly what it 
should, rolling off the tongue at the 
same time as it conjures an image that 
is well-suited to the album as a whole. 
It works both in terms of the imagery as 
it relates to the lyrics—something we'll 
get to in a minute—and in the way in 
which it works with the music itself. 
Klezmer may 
not bring to mind 
the abandon of 
punk immediately, 
but dig into 
Klezmer Mongrels 
and you'll quickly 
find yourself swept 
up in an undercur- 
rent that rapidly 
drags you out to 
sea. The songs are 
so loosely played 
and sparse in their 
instrumentation 
that it’s easy to 


- miss their complexities. But follow 


along as the trio winds its way across 
a landscape that is dark and brooding, 
yet dotted with beacons of light, and 
you'll find many a hidden spot where 
one just might find a little love and 
whisky hidden in amongst the oppre- 
siveness of the world at large 

(Those spots are occasionally right 
out in the open, too; on “Shut In,” Bern- 
er goes so far as to identify many of 
those beacons in a verse that simply 
lists the names of an array of bars that 
he has lifted a drink in over the years.) 

And love and whisky do play a 
large part on Klezmer Mongrels, the 
two subjects accompanying each 
other arm in arm, legs kicking up and 
voices rising in unison as Berner 
recounts the negotiations between a 
grandfather and matchmaker for an 
arranged wedding between the narra- 
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top 10 sellers 


01. s/t afogt 

02. merriweather post,. animal collective 
03. here & noun book v/a 

04. guitars from agadez group bombino 
05. med sud... sigur ros 


NEW SOUNDS 


tor’s mother and father, spurred on by 
the titular drink, or while he proclaims 
his feelings for his beloved half-Ger- 
man girlfriend in the song of the same 
name: “The Nazi and the Orthodox 
Jew / Would both be disgusted if they 
knew / About the dirty things we do.” 

Throughout the record, Berner 
would have us all believe that in the 
face of times that are as dark as they 
are, we might find strength in unity, 
singing loudly, “All the suffering in the 
world / Shouldn't 
make you think 
that coming out to 
drink with me is 
wrong,” and “The 
Sin of despair hap- 
pens to the best of 
us / Shut in, shut 
in, shut in, shut in 
/ Come on out and 
suffer with the rest 
of us.” 

That may be the 
most prevailing 
theme here, an 
encouragement to 
face trouble together rather than alone, 
with friends, lovers and drink, And it’s 
mirrored well in the music, with the trio 
charging headlong into the fray. They 
sound far larger than they are, with 
Adams and Davies not only adding 
much in terms of instrumentation— 
more than you'd imagine they could 

vith just violin and percussion next to 
Bemer’s accordion—but possibly even 
more with their shouted vocals that rise 
up out of the background to join Bermn- 
er’s in rackety harmony. 

As much as Berner’s wit is often on 
display here, he’s also willing to slow 
down and dwell a little, offering up a 
heartwrenching taRe on Kris 
Demeanor’s “One Shoe.” It’s a painful 
tale that fits right in here, providing a 
strong argument in favour of a little 
oneness of mind. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www. listenrecords.net 
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06. oh graveyard, you can't hold me v/a 
07. soft airplane chad van gaalen 

08. s/t vivian girls 

09. the crying light antony & the johnsons 
10, african scream contest v/a 


Andrew Bird, Noble Beast (Fat 
Possum) There is something wonde; 
fully mystical about Noble Beast. | list.,, 
to it, and | fee! i; 
I'm in a complete 
different plac 
whether it’s 10 
above the groun; 
with Nothin 
around but tre: 
tops and sky or on 


. a moonlit patio with an orchestra pla 


ing and dancers quick- Stepping th 
night away. One of the highlights on thi 
record is the breathtakingly beautifi, 
“Effigy,” a song that would have been 
fantastic serenade in another era. Ang 
Radiohead's “Paranoid Android” wer 
dance tune, it would sound a bit |i) 
“Not a Robot, But a Ghost.” Any ott 
listener could come up with a differ: 
Scenario, so dream big: the music hv 
is as complex as the imagination 
KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vueweekly.com 


Fol Chen, Part I: John Shade, You 
Future’s Made (Asthmatic Kitty) 
breathy voice and plinky minimalism 
Chen's Part I: John Shade, Your Futu; 
Made sounds \ik: 
Casiotone for th 
Painfully Alone 
after a few wee} 
arigidly-adhered-\ 
Zoloft prescriptior 
It’s not exactly joy 
ous, but there's way 
less chance of you filling the bath wai 
with blood. The music does little t 
unravel the mystery surrounding Fo) 
Chen: | mean, who are these people an 
way? You'd never know from the band 
bio, you'd never know from the CD itseli 
and the music is enigmatic—a lol » 
cryptic messaging lyrically and inde: 
sive music. It’s great, but it’s designed !01 
alone time. —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vuewee\ 
ly.com 


The Gourds, Haymaker! (Yep Rox 
The Gourds’ sound might best | 
described as rambling—both the musi 
and the lyrics. O 
the band’s late 
record, Haymaker! 
there's the soulful 
hopeful roli ol 
Know the Way Y 
Can Get,” with 
words that act a 
sort of warning of the dark depths tha! 
person can sink into if they dwell on |! 
negative rather than keep mov!! 
along, using repetition to power!\ 
effect: “When trouble just follows yo! 

I know the way you can get / When so 
row just swallows you / I know the wa) 
you can get / When worry knocks 0! 
yer door / T know the way you can g¢ 
When sadness sleeps on yer floo 
know the way you can get.” In anoth« 
place, the band jumps right into th 
middle of its tale, dispensing with an) 
unnecessary introductions with first 
lines of “All the Way to Jericho”: "! 
there that I met her on my way to sor 
crisis / Inneed of diffusing on some 
dirty turnpike.” The album might hav' 
stood a little editing, the 14 songs he" 
pushing right to the edge of too m ucl 
with a couple of the tracks—'Fo 
Contender’ and “Country Gal’—com'n: 
across a little like underdeveloped livins 
room pickin’ sessions than fully fleshed 
out songs, but that’s a minor quibble 
that doesn’t hurt the rest of the songs 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


MUSIC 


” the notes swirl 
athe canta motif, recailing the 

ythmic lapping of an ocean against 
he shore. And Handy's cascading 
ates in “Bird of Prey” recall some- 
hing more bird swirling 
syer a lake, looking for lunch, per- 
haps. Much like the stillness of a lake's 
surface can hide all the-activity occur- 
ring below, Handy's guitar-playing 

operates on different levels, too. At 
limes, the music flows along gently, 
with stronger emotions surfacing for 
preath occasionally. But nothing ever 
‘disturbs this album’s overall tranquili- 
- —MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweskly.com 


joe Nolan, Pocket Dreams 
(Independent) Joe Nolan doesn't find 
his groove until a few tracks into his 
debut album, but 
when he does, 
boy, does he find 
it! The first three 
tracks of Pocket 
Dreams are fairly 
average fare—if 
somewhat forced 
in terms of emotion—but his fourth 
track, “I Rode a Bike Down a Road,” is 
ly outstanding. Showcasing vocals 
reminiscent of David Usher, absolute- 
ly beautifully executed instrumentals 
and the emotionally honesty that 
olan at first struggles to find, this 
track marks the beginning of some- 
ing great for the young songwriter. 
Here on in, nearly every other track 
‘Black Limousine,” “Sitting Stone,” 
ellow Lights”) on this album stuns 
ith its delicate power and understat- 
ed imagination. —BRYAN SAUNDERS / 
bryansaunders@vueweekly.com 


ge, Savage Island (Universal 
public) | only picked up this North 
rican debut by the New Zealand 
rapper because 
“Swing” was on 
the Knocked Up 
@. soundtrack. The 
track is average, at 
best. Savage 
Island, on the 
other hand, is a 
—"Moonshine” featuring Akon, 
the sole standout. “Moonshine” is 
ike Nas's “Fried Chicken," but instead 
Of using an object as a metaphor for a 
woman, Savage does the opposite by 
cing the listener into thinking that 
€ is talking about a lady love when he 
5 actually referring to his love for an 
pbject (in this case, alcohol). However, 
ne great track can't keep this island 
loat. Savage has got to be one of the 
host colourless rappers I've ever 
ard. —KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vue- 


Sit 


_since it’s inception 


=; | OLD SOUNDS 
= | eden@neweeklycom 


Buckingham Nicks, Buckingham 
Nicks (Polydor) Originally released: 
1973 Lyndsey Buckingham and Stevie 
Nicks are inextricably associated with 
Fleetwood Mac, having recorded and 
composed with the band since the 
group's 1975 self-titled record. 

(There have been periods away 
from the group, but both Buckingham 
and Nicks are 
currently back in 
the fold.) 

Having drifted 
through numerous 
lineup changes 


in 1967 when 
founders guitarist 
Peter Green and 
drummer Mick 
Fleetwood splin- 
tered off from 
John Mayall’s 
Bluesbreakers— 
they were joined 
not long after by 
the group's bassist, John McVie—the 
band had already moved from straighta- 
head blues to a 70s rock direction, bol- 
stered by a decent dose of pop melody 
as player's joined and departed, bring- 
ing with them new influences. 

But when Buckingham and Nicks 
joined the bad, the duo's influence was 
immediate and powerful, as the Bucking- 
ham Nicks sound became Fleetwood 
Mac's sound. That the duo brought a 
fully-formed soundscape to the band is 
evident upon listening to Buckingham 
Nicks's sole LP released two years previ- 
ous to their joining Fleetwood Mac 

On Buckingham Nicks, the songs 
bear a striking resemblance in quality 
to what the two would bring to their 
first and subsequent albums with 
Fleetwood Mae: there are Bucking- 
ham’s exquisitely-picked runs on the 
guitar, each note ringing clearly within 
the song; there are Nicks’s soaring 
vocals, cutting right through the centre 
of the music, and, occasionally, 


QUICK SPINS 


| 

am 

ex | WHITEY HOUSTON 

=X | quickspins@vveweekly.com 


WONDERLAND CITY EP 
UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 

Male model strum band 

This sounds so much better with 
The volume turned down 


XTXR 
SCREAMING DEMONS 
BENEATH THE REMAINS 
Technical metal 
Makes me want to grab a sword 
And slay some orcs, yo 


JORMA KAUKONEN 
RIVER OF TIME 

AED HOUSE 

Perfectly folksy 


Slow hand lazy time strummin’ 
Like he’s had 10 strokes 


swarming in the background as part of 
a whole formed by the joining of her 
voice with Buckingham’s; and, perhaps 
most importantly, there are the pop 
sensibilities of each one of them in the 
songs they write—there’s an over- 
whelming connection in the feel here 
and in the albums they would go on to 
make with Fleetwood Mac. 

Songs like the contemplative “Races 
Are Run” and the head-held-high “With- 
out a Leg to Stand On" are marked by all 
of those qualities joined together, Buck- 
ingham’s shimmering guitars providing 

the background 
for his and 
Nicks's voices to 
intertwine, their 
timbres seeming- 
ly designed for 
each other as 
they meld 
together. 

Some of the 
credit should 
probably go to 
producer Keith 
Olsen, who 
understands 
how the two 
musicians work, 
keeping each of the parts dialed into 
the song and forging a whole out of 
the individual pieces 

The percussive, Buckingham-penned 
“Don't Let Me Down Again” is an ideal 
example of the approach to production 
here, with Buckingham taking the lead 
on the first verse, his vocals situated in 
the centre of the track, but not to the 
point that they overshadow anything 
else. Later, when Nicks joins in and 
doubles the lyrics, she sounds not like a 
separate instrument providing a coun- 
terpoint, but like another part of Buck- 
ingham’s voice, rounding it out and 
giving it more heft. 

Though it has never been released 
on CD, the Buckingham Nicks album 
has been available as a bootleg for 
many years. The complete album can 
be found at buckinghamnicks.net for 
anyone interested in hearing a charm- 
ing performance and shining example of 
what can be done when two perfectly 
matched voices come together. v 


BUCKINGHAM 
NICKS 


ARCHITECTS 

HOLLOW CROWN 

DISTORT 

Hard like calculus 

And ... uh... heavier than a 
Teenage funeral 


DIRK BECK 

INSOMNIA 

BIGGIOLA 

Unmusical dad 

He practises, practises 
Makes album, kids yawn 


Hal JURA 
TIME IN BETWEEN 
INDEPENDENT 


Hot young chanteuse 
Emotional pop, you'll need 
A box of kleenex 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19} 

In The Devil's Dictionary, Ambrose Bierce 
defines history as follows: “An account 
mostly false, of events mostly unimportant, 
which are brought about by rulers, mostly 
knaves, and soldiers, mostly fools.” Bear 
that in mind as you interpret what | mean 
by the following: You won't make history in 
the coming weeks. Instead, you will help 
generate an interesting and important story 
that will involve unfamous people who 
have little political power or military skill 
but have a great deal of potent grace and 
nuanced strength and soulful intelligence. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

“Dear Rob: Are you holding back some 
painful truth from us Tauruses? | feel like 
you're going too easy on us, and as a result 
I'm missing some clue | desperately need. 
Please tell us what it is so we can face it 
and get on with life. —Semi-Elegant Bull in 
a China Shop.” Dear Semi-Elegant: I'm not 
aware of having withheld a painful truth 
fromm you Tauruses. The only thing | can think 
of is that maybe | haven't been forceful or 
clear enough in saying the following: One of 
your primary tasks is to study hard and think 
deeply as you learn more about how to cre- 
ate peace and serenity in your life. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Kenneth Koch wrote the poem “The Boiling 
Water.” Read this excerpt: “A serious 
moment for the water is when it boils / And 
though one usually regards it merely as a 


DOORS @ OPM 


convenience / To have the boiling water 
available for bath or table / Occasionally 
there is someone around who understands / 
The importance of this moment for the 
water -- maybe a saint, / Maybe a poet, 
maybe a crazy man, or just someone tem- 
porarily disturbed / With his mind ‘floating,’ 
in a sense, away from his deepest / Person- 
al concems to more ‘unreal’ things.” In the 
weeks ahead, Gemini, | encourage you to be 
one of those crazy floaters—someone who 
tunes in to the serious moments that are 
normally outside your personal concerns 
You need a strong dose of the hidden reality 
behind the obvious reality. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“When | grow up,” writes Ramona McN- 
abb, “! want to be a river.” In the coming 
year, that would be a worthy aspiration 
for you as well, Cancerian. You'd gener- 
ate a flood of benefits, some unexpected, 
by cultivating your ability to be perfectly 
yourself as you flow ever onward in 
rhythm with the sky and earth, unimped- 
ed by the fluctuations of light and dark- 
ness, and in love with the ceaseless 
movement of your own strong currents. 


LEO (JUL 23 -AUG 22) 

For the citizens of Switzerland, it's immoral 
to absentmindedly pluck wildflowers out of 
the ground and throw them aside. That's 
because this enlightened country has a Bill 
of Rights for plants. The 22-page docu- 
ment, drawn up by a panel of theologians, 
philosophers, geneticists, and lawyers, 
strongly urges respect for the feelings and 
dignity of all vegetation. | wish you would 
think about including this mindset in your 
ethical code, Leo. It's high time for you to 
expand and refine your sense of right and 


True to the name 


It’s been feast or famine for Feast or Famine 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
‘ogether in one band or another 
since they were all in the 10th 
_ grade, Edmonton's Feast or 
Famine has lived up to its name by 
playing in short bursts but without 
having a continuous presence on the 
scene—until now. With members fin- 
ishing up educational commitments, 
the band is planning on hitting the 
road and recording as never before. 

[Guitarist and lead singer] Kevin 
Klemp and | both tried college but 
found it, uh, wasn’t for us,” explains 
the band’s bassist Paddy Sperling. 
“[Guitarist] Kyle Shabada is gonna be 
graduating from music school and 
right now, in life, we figure that if you 
Say you really like to do something you 
best go do it because you only live 
once and it'd be pretty stupid to work 
in a warehouse your whole life and 
think about being in a band but never 
actually do it.” 

The band, whose members moved 
to this city from, the oil mecca of Dray- 
ton Valley, has been pretty adept at 
getting out and doing it when circum 
stances have allowed. In fact, last 
summer Feast or Famine headed out 
on a Western Canadian tour which 
saw the band go from Edmonton to 
Winnipeg and back. 


SAT JAN (7PM) 
FEAST OR FAMINE 
WITH AUDIO/ROCKETRY 
FAY MCRASTY§ S10 


PREVUE 


“It was a learning experience, 
because a few times we didn’t really 
have a place to stay and you end up 
meeting a lot of good people that way,” 
enthuses Sperling. “Saskatoon was a 
good example where we had finished 
playing and it was about 12:30 and we 
were on Broadway and needed to find a 
place. We asked the first group of people 
we saw where seven people could stay 
and they said, ‘Our house!’ We ended up 
karaokeing and making friends and it 
was a good experience. We played a lot 
of bars that were completely empty but 1 
think when you meet good people at 
each place it’s a good experience.” 


TRYING TO CONTINUE the goo 
ences, this Saturday's show is a } 
for Project Hope, a group that hely id 
infrastructure in Central America; 
tries. Spurred on by the group’s dn 
Matt Kerby, who will be head-d tal 
Nicaragua to help build a medical con 
the band was happy to get involv 

“We have a medium wher 
write that we're playing somewhere : 
Facebook then people are gonna com« 
I have a job to make money and tha 
how I support being in this ban 
now so if we play shows and can 
money to give away, I think th 
makes Senseé,” says Sperling. “(Plu 
at Filthy’s which is fun because nol 
many bands play there and that’s 4 ba 
we've frequented since moving td 
Edmonton and it'll be fun to play fo 
people we drink with!” w 


wrong—not just in relation to plants but to 
everyone and everything in the world. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 


- "Many people feel guilty about things they 


shouldn't feel guilty about,” wrote journal 
ist Sydney J. Harris, “in order to shut out 
feelings of guilt about things they should 
feel guilty about.” Your assignment is to 
figure out whether this description applies 
to you. If it does, be brave as you expose 
the truly guilt-worthy stuff you've 
repressed. Helpful cosmic energies will 
flow your way if you uncover what you 
need to atone for and then atone for it 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

While working on his first draft of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson 
hung out at a tavern in Philadelphia and 
drank beer. While contemplating how best to 
motivate you Libras to seek more autonomy 
and self-determination, ! was strolling along 
a California beach sipping a pifia colada and 
watching windsurfers. In the grand tradition 
of Jefferson and me, | hope you will put 
yourself in a relaxed and playful mood as you 
dream and scheme about all the things you 
could do to emancipate yourself in the com- 
ing months. For God's sake, don't make it a 
grave and ponderous meditation. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

If you use a cell phone, you have in your 
possession a metal called coltan, a compo- 
nent that’s essential to the phone's func- 
tion. Most of the world’s coltan comes from 
the Congo, and is mined by Rwandans who 
survived their country’s genocide in the 
1990s. They often work for militias that sell 
coltan illegally to finance their military 
operations. It so happens that the land 


where this metal lies is also the home of 
the Mountain gorilla, an endangered 
species that is being decimated as the min- 
ers and militias kill them for food and sav- 
age their habitat. Keep this in mind the 
next time you call friend. While you're at 
it, Scorpio, use Google and your imagina- 
tion to meditate on the origins of all the 
important resources in your life. It's prime 
time to know more about their origins. You 
will benefit from getting familiar with the 
roots of whatever gives you power. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 
Ninety-seven per cent of all youth play video 
games, dwarfing the number of kids who 
participate in activities like basketball, track, 
and javelin throwing. That's why I'm an 
advocate of making video games an Olympic 
sport. We should recognize where the real 
future of competitive sports lies. | mention 
this, Sagittarius, because it would be a good 
time for you to start upgrading your video 
game prowess in preparation for a possible 
berth in the 2012 or 2016 Olympics. In fact, 
the moment is right to plan on getting the 
training you'd need to become a master of 
any skills that may eventually win you 
rewards, even if they're not yet getting their 
rightful due from our culture. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Most art critics long regarded Gustav Klimt 
(1862-1918) as a second-tier modern 
painter, writes Don Thompson in his book 
The $12 Million Stuffed Shark. But that 
estimation got upgraded in 2006, when one 
of Klimt's paintings sold for $135 million. 
Art history was rewritten with a cheque- 
book, says Thompson. According to my 
reading of the astrological omens, there's a 
possibility that your worth will also jump to 


‘candidate must pass in order to ve 


a higher octave in 2009, Capricorn. But 
unlike Klimt, who didn't do anything 
youll have to take action to earn your risa 
in status. How? Some suggestions: |. Prac: 
tice forgiveness with more intensity. 2. Be 
more tolerant of imperfection in yourself 
and others. 3, Expand your capacity to give 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

In the ancient Chinese book Poets’ Jade 
Splinters, Lu Ji says: “Avoid the morning 
flower in full blossom and gather instead 
evening buds which are not yet open.” Hes 
telling his fellow poets not to rely on what 
has already ripened, but rather to concen 
trate on what's still in embryonic form 
Ji’s colleague Song Zijing adds a comple 
mentary thought: “If you always use a con 
pass to draw a circle and a ruler to draw 4 
square, you will always remain a siavé 
Both Lu Ji's and Song Zijing’s counsel will 
work very well for you in the coming yedl 
Aquarius, even if you're not a poet 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Once every few years, a panel of Hindu ind 
Buddhist judges in Nepal chooses 2 1¢” 
“living goddess,” a young girl who serves 
until she reaches puberty, as an inca’ uO 
of the deity Taleju. One of the tests “tl 


10 feat 


for the role is this: She must shov 
as she spends a night alone in a ‘00% "" 
with the bloody heads of ritually kilie 
faloes and goats. !'d like you to °°’ ny 
the possibility of carrying out 9" 
humane equivalent of that cerem0"” 
Pisces. For one night, keep symbols ! 
what you're afraid of in the place wi" 
you sleep. To do so would be an exe" 
way to earn the right to graduate " 

next level of your spiritual evolution. v 
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=AVEMENT RT SERVICES SOCIETY 
Stoo by Step Winter Groups Series * Moving 
Forward, at 410, 11456 Jasper Ave; 
nti! Mar 19 @ 


and Grief at SAGE (Seniors 
ssociation of G ‘Edmonton), 15 Sir Winston 
urchill Sop until Mar 13 © Registration T: 
pt) 932.8565, E: sbys@shaw.ca 


EET Alberta Teacher's Association, Barnett 
use, 142 St-109 Ave * Talk by Caro! Off, part of 
ihe Food: Today, Tomorrow, Together conference « 
i, Jan 30, 6:30-8pm * $30 at Earth's General Store 


CANADIAN STAR SYSTEM: PIPE DREAM OR 
OSSIBILITY? Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
inston Churchill Sq, Main Fl # Lunch by the 
Books: A discussion about Canada’s film celebrities, 
of a film studies professor 
of Alberta © Thu, Jan 22, 12:05- 


|BCARROT CAFE-GROUPS 9351-118 Ave » Carrot 
Writers’ Circle; Jan 20, 79pm * Women's Writing 
Broup; Jan 21, 7-Spm. 


PHESS Edmonton Chess Club and Society of 
berta Chess Knights, 780.474.2318 © Learn to 
play chess; opportunities for all ages including 
Masses, sehool programs and tournaments * rav- 
ngchessnuts@shaw.ca 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Am 1812, 
(0025-1024 Ave, 780.702.5117 * Fri, noon-1pm * 
aughn@sewardconsulting.com 


000: TODAY, TOMORROW, TOGETHER-FOOD 
IRITY CONFERENCE Bamett House, 142 St, 
1)2 Ave (Alberta Teacher's Assoc Bldg) * 
onterence to discuss food security issues in the 
‘speakers Carol Off, Thomas 
. let, Elbert VanDonkersgoed and 
many others * Jan 29-31 


GES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Pleasantview 
mmunity Hall, 1060-57 Ave, 
B0.962.6561/780.469.9776/780.452.6224 » 
eating presentations, speakers, workshops, out- 
ys, and competitions. All levels of photographers 
elcome * Meet the 2nd and 4th Thu each month; 
dept: May, Bpm 


ICH BY THE BOOKS Stanley Milner Library, 
lain Floor, Gentre Core, Sir Winston Churchill Sq, 
80.492,7089 * Lecture, A Canadian Star System: 
Pipe Dream or Possibility? presented by Liz Czach, 
Depi. of English and Film Studies * Thu, Jan 22, 
205-1250 pm 

‘Brox Bar, 10030- 

in. on the business side of 

panelists Alfie Zappacosta, 


y St * information 
the music i it ie . 
Wayne Logan, Eddy | © Tue, Jan 27, 6:30pm 

oor), 7 tn re (Alberta Music 
Member)/$5 (non member) 


LIVES! Stanley Milner Library Theatre 
Dr. Ibrahim Abu-Rabi, Dr. Anas 


|, www.riverdalenetzero.ca © Get ideas on energy 
ings from this zero energy house open for self- 


j ne tours most Sat afternoons until Mar, 1-4pm 


St. Albert Legion, 6 Tache 
P ilee winesent oaker 
ida Flannery ® Mon, Jan 24, 1:30pm 
UNGPO ‘Sutton Place Hotel, Rutherford 
loom, 10235-101 St * An intense one-day seminar 
* ssniring songwriters with panelists Jim Vallance, 
5 ‘| Hyatt, Ryan Zimmerman * Sat, Jan 31, 
Set tar eee 
oe eck 7664, www.song- 


ie Se ee TIES? hve, 11118 62 
780 988.8108 « Sh eee 
Born © Two, Jan 27, 7pm Free vf 


SEK ESCAPES-WORLD IN A WEEKEND Shaw 
onterenee Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave, 780.439.0024 


{ica} @ikS: Presentations * Jan 24-25 « $5 


CANADA-EDMONTON BRANCH MacEwan 
College City Centre Campus, Rm 7-218, Governor's 
Boardroom * Presentation, /n the Know: Media and 
Human Rights in the 21st Century, with speaker 
Jacalyn Ambler ® Thu, Jan 22, 7-9pm 


VISITING SPEAKER-THE BODY FAB 
Gallery, FAB 220, 780.492.2081 © Lecture by John 
Potvin exploring through case studies how queer 
Men negotiated their own private domestic spaces © 
Thu, Jan 22, Spm 


RESOLVING THE CONFLICT 
U of A. Dinwoodie Lounge, 2nd Fl, SUB (Students’ 
Union Building), U of A ® Norman Finkelstein 
Lecture by the Palestine Solidarity Network, 
Edmonton * Thu, Jan 22, 12:30-2pm @ $5 sliding 
scale (pay what you can| 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD Civil 

Engineering Building (CEB) 325, www.iweek.ualber- 
© Global issues film and speaker series show- 
The Sari Soldiers ® Wed, Jan 28, 5pm 


A WISER FUTURE \ of Athabasca Hall Heritage 
Lounge, U of A, 780.405.5974 * A WISER Future: 
(Women in Science, Engineering, and Research) 
informal meeting with an interactive and instruction- 
al session ® Jan 22, 5:30pm © Pre-register 


COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment 
Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail « Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 
8pm and 10pm * Marty Hanenbaerg; Jan 22-24 « 
Chris Warren; Jan 29-31 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 780.483.5999, 
www.thecomicstrip.ca * Hit or Miss Mondays: Each 
Mon * Best of Edmonton Tuesdays: Each Tue « 
Dan Levy, Marty Mclean and Shawn Gramiak; until 
Jan 23 ¢ Norm MacDonald. Three shows one night 
only; Sat, Jan 24 * Dan Levy, Kelly Soloduka and 
Shawn Gramiak; Sun, Jan 25 * Hit or Miss 
Monday's: amateur comedy night; Mon, Jan 26 « 
The Best of Edmonton: Featuring Alberta's best in 
Local Talent; Tue, Jan 27 * David Merry, Tyler 
Hawkins and Paul Brown; Jan 28-Feb 1 


LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, Londonderry 

Mall, 780.476.1010 © Wed-Sat 8pm; Fri-Sat 8pm 
and 10:30pm * Wed amateur night; 8pm * Brad 

Muise; Jan 22-24 


UON'S HEAD PUB Radisson Hotel Edmonton 
South, 4440 Gateway Boulevard, 780.437.6010 « 
Comedy open mic night every Sun (Spm) hosted by 
Lars Callieou 


RIVER RESORT-ENOCH 300 East Lapotac 
Blvd, Enoch, 1.780.484.2121 * Colin Mochrie and 
Brad Sherwood * Wed, Jan 28, 8pm 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 
780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca * 2nd Thu: Illusions 
Social Club * 3rd Wed: Edmonton O Society * 2nd 
Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Business Association © 
Every Fri: Philosophy Café © Fri and Sat DJ SeXXXy 
Sean 10-3 © Long Weekend Sundays feature the 
Stardust Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 © Nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8-3pm * Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity 
Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
with Mia Fellow. midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
© Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * 
Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean * Thu: Wet 
underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy © Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women's Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 
$1,780.465.3620; Wed, 6-7:30pm * Bootcamp; 
Lynnwood Elementary School at 15451-84 Ave; Mon, 
78:15pm; bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: 
Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat, 5- 
7pm; bowling@teamedmonton.ca © Curling: Mon, 
7:15-9:15pm), Granite Curling Club; 780.463.5942 * 
Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ca 
© Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue, 8-Spm, 
Thu, 7:30-8:30pm; swimming@teamedmonton.ca * 
Volleyball: Tue Recreational. Mother Teresa 
Elementary School at 9008-105A, 8-10pm; Thu inter- 
mediate: Amiskiwaciy Academy, 101 Airport Rd, 8- 
10pm; reevolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; 
vollayball@teamedmontan.ca * YOGA (Hatha); Free 
Yoga; every Sun, 2-3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 203, 
10575-115 St; yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff 3rd Thu 
each month (fall/winter terms); Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St LIVING 
POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingpos!- 
tive.ca, 1.877.975.9448/780.488.5768, * Providing 
confidential peer support to people living with HIV 
Tue, 7-9pm: Support group * Daily drop-in, peer 
counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, Rm 3-1 8, 780.490.7332 * Program for HIV- 
AID'S Prevention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages * 3rd 
and 4th Sat, 9am-Spm each month © Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm. © Recreational and 
cone exuming Bins coeEina beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practic 

* Every Tue, Thu e aoe 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, www.playnight- 
club.ca * Open Thu, Fri, Sat © The first bar for the 
queer community to open in a decade with DJs 
Alexx Brown and Eddie Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
780.488.3234, www.pridecentreofedmonton.org # 
Open ‘Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm * LGBT Seniors 
Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm © CA: Every Thu 
(7pm) * Suit Up and Show Up: AA big book study 
group meet every Sat, noon * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth up to 25 years, support and social 
group meet every Sat, 7-9pm; yuy@shaw.ca © 
Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun each month, 
10:30am-12:30pm ® Trans Education/Support Group: 
Meet the Ist and 3rd Sun, 2-4pm, of each month; 
www.albertatrans.org * Men Talking with Pride: 
Every Sun (7pm); facilitator: Rob Wells rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com * HIV Support Group; Meet 
the 2nd Mon of each month, 7pm * Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT1Q) 
Alliance; Support meeting the 2nd Tue each month, 
7:30pm © Transgender, Transsexual,.Intersex and 
Questioning. Education, advocacy and support for 
men, women and youth; PFLAG Edmonton: Meet the 
Ist Wed each month, 7pm ® Free short-term, solu- 
tion-focused drop-in counseling; every Wed, 7-10pm 
* YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTO for youth up to 25; 
Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209- 
123 St, 780.482.1587, www.nwuc.org * Soul OUTing: 
an LGBT-focused alternative worship © 3rd Sun 
each month, 7pm; worship Sun, 10:30am; people of 
all sexual orientations welcome. A LGBT monthly 
book club and a bi-monthly film night. Info email 
jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 ® People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome ® Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.womon- 
space.ca, womonspace@gmail.com * A Non-profit 
lesbian social organization for Edmonton and sur- 
rounding area. Organized monthly activities from 
dances, games nites, golf tournament, ete. Monthly 
newsletter and reduced rates included with member- 
ship. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 * Open 
Daily (noon) © Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CHAMBER BALL-THE MODERN WEST Shaw 
Conference Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave * Featuring 
Kevin Costner and his band Modern West * Jan 23, 
6pm * $209 © Pre-register at www.edmontoncham- 
bercom 


CHINESE NEW YEAR OF THE OX CARNIVAL City 
Centre Mall, 102 St-102 Ave, Lower Level, West 
Food Court by the Bay * Featuring drumming, musi- 
cal instruments, traditional dances, dragon dance, 
lion dance, hip hop dance, martial arts performanc- 
es. Carnival games, demos, calligraphy. Traditional 
Chinese costume fashion show. Live presentation to 
set a record for the largest Chinese painting in North 
America by Edmonton Public School Chinese 
Bilingual Students * Sat, Jan 31, 11am-4pm 


FESTIVAL OF TEACHING U of A Campus, TELUS 
Centre * Get Engaged! Showcasing inspiration, 
innovation and integration in teaching, past and 
present * Jan 27, 1-Spm, program at 3:45pm e Info: 
www.uofaweb,ualberta.ca/provost/festival.cfm 


FLAVOURS OF BC'S NARAMATA BENCH WINE 
FUNDRAISER Winspear Centre * Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra's wine-tasting fundraiser * Jan 
30, 7-10pm (wine tasting/auction) * $130 at the 
Winspear box office 


ICE ON WHYTE Festival Park, 104 St, 85 Ave, 
www.iceonwhyte.ca * Until Jan 25, Weekdays 2- 
10pm; Weekends 10am-10pm 


ONE! INTERNATIONAL Meridian Banquet and con- 
verence Centre, India Garden, 4820-76 Ave, 
780.467.6254, 780.458.7509 * Formal gala fundrais- 
er, for a brighter future or Mumbai's street children 
® Thu, Jan 22 © $50, child under 10 free 


PET EXPO Hall B, Northlands AgriCom * Jan 24-25, 
Sat 10am-6pm; Sun Olam-Spm © $8 (adult)/$6 (child 
5-11), free child under 5/$20 (family pass) * Pet food 
donations at the front doors of the Expo 


ROBBIE BURNS CEILIDH-A CELEBRATION OF 
ROBERT BURNS' 250TH BIRTHDAY Palace 
Banquet Hall, 3223 Parsons Rd © Entertainment by 
St. James Gate, Scottish Dancing and silent auction 
© Sat, Jan 31, 5pm (door), 6pm (dinner) # Tickets 
available at Scottish Imports 780.433.6889, Up Yer 
Kilt Scottish Gifts 780.265.4577 


WINTER LIGHT FESTIVAL www.winterlightca * 
Until Mar 21 
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= QUEERMONTON 


We are not yet at a place in our society 
when | think we can under estimate the 
negative impact homophobia has on our 
lives. | write this not to provide a reason or 
an excuse for people to live broken lives or 
be as unhealthy as they want to be but as a 
way of empowering people to examine their 
lives and work towards moving forward. =~ 

Homophobia is still expressed in 
homes around the world and heard com- 
ing out of the mouths of religious, busi- 
ness and cultural leaders across the 
planet. Systemic homophobia still pre- 
vents people from achieving optimum 
health, good grades and dreams. Poverty, 
addiction, aging and mental health con- 
cers are all issues that are made worse 
due to the discrimination felt by hamo- 


IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY, PLEASE PHONE 780.426.1996. 


DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Looking for one or two open minded health 
Conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time, Clinically tested patented prod- 
ucts. No inventory to carry. 

For information call Ken at 780.454.6971 


EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
& Audition and camera tips 
www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options 
612 Gz ‘eway Bd 439-0408 


~ HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
sistants and Stylists 

op off your resume at 
10536 -124 Street 


Plea’ 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 780.907.0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
by corespr 
{| for info pack 


x $4 
Cj Box Word Ad $4 
CJ) Symbols $4 


Phone 426-1996 from Sam-5pm Mon-Fri ° Email rob@vu 


Deadliga Tues at Noon Print tegibly on fines at right + Up to 45 Characters per line « 


ence. Jobs quar- 


sexuals of any age and gender. 

Compound homophobia and all that 
accompanies it with racism, sexism, clas- 
sism, disablism and all other forms of 
‘isms’ that people live with and one begins 
to realize that there is little wonder why 
there will be choices that some people 
make that others will never understand. 

| would suggest that it is our colonial 
and parental cultural instincts that inform 
us that we even have a right and/or obli- 
gation to understand. We are taught from 
an early age that understanding is a core 
goal of living. 

With over six billion people on the plan- 
et, growing interconnectedness, and ever- 
evolving non-homogenous cultural 
influences, attempting to understand each 
other is futile. It is a noble pastime if done 
without judgment——but still futile. 

What seems to me to be a better 
spending of time, to borrow a phrase 
from some friends, is seeing our diversity 


- 2 CLASSIFIEDS 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BA 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


ALA PLAY Theatre Company (Alberta Avenue Players) 
Call for audition for Unity 1917 by Kevin Kerr (per- 
formance at Workshp West, Mar 27). Looking for 
actors 16-23 (pref residensof AbAve neighbourhood). 
Audition: Feb 1-2, please contact Carla Rugg 780 
264 6606 or Frank Zotter 780 474-6993 


Songposium: Songwriters Association of Canada. A 


one-day seminar for songwriters and those interested 
in learning more about the art, craft and business of 
songwriting with Jim Vallance, Ariel Hyatt, Ryan 
Zimmerman. Sutton Place Hotel (Rutherford Room), 
10235-101 St. Sat, Jam 31, 8:30am-5pm; $29 
({AMIA/SAC members adv)/$39 (AMIA/SAC members 
door). For more information, call 1.866.456.7664 or go 
to www.songwriters.ca/EVT10.php 


Mostly Water Theatre accepting submissions for the 
next installment of Metro Digital Shorts (Feb 7, 9pm 
at Metro Cinema). Submissions must be 5 mins. or 
less. Deadline: Wed Jan 28. For info contact Sam 
Varteniuk at 780.686.5960 or 
Samvarteniuk@hotmail.com 


Alberta Musie Industry Association Brixx Bar, 10030- 


102 St * Industry info sessionstt's All About the 
Money, Music Law and Contracts * Tue, Jam 27, 
7pm, www.amia.ca 


The Bounce Gradfest ‘09: Open-call Audition: Search 
for Edmonton's Top Dancers! Sun, Feb 1, 10am at the 
NewCap Radio Stage, WEM. www.edmontongrad: 
fest.com for registration forms 


Ph. et 
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- Lack of community = death 


or diversity in general as value added to 
our own human experience. 


AS COMMUNITIES AND CULTURES that 
make up the larger society, there are going 
to be choices made by people in our own 
communities that we don’t understand or 
agree with. While it may not be our place 
to judge whether someone's choice is 
good of bad it is our place to think about 
how choices that other people make affect 
us and to think about how our collective 
experience influences who we are. 

Last week Sun Media published a col- 
umn by Mindelle Jacobs about bareback- 
ing, a term often used to describe 
unprotected anal sex; as well as bugchas- 
ing (the desire to sexually contract HIV), 
and giftgiving (the desire to sexually give 
someone HIV). While it is true that the 
phenomena of bugchasing and giftgiving 
exist, organizations that work with gay 
male populations like HIM (Health Initia- 


Expanse Movement Arts Festival is seeking applica- 
tions for its New Works Development Program. 
Deadline: Mon, Feb 2. More info: email Expanse 
Festival Director Amber Borotsik at expansefesti- 
val@gmail.com 


Icon hair gallery (dtown) is looking for artists to show- 
case their work on our walls. Photos, prints, paints, 
personal expression, contact Serai @ 780.426.1021 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darey 780.203.1712 


Cast needed for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December. 
For more info, contact: leon_cde@hotmail.com 


The Works Festival-Calls to Enter © Churchill 


Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors. 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2009 © Churchill Square 2009 Street ae 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit Deadline: 
Aug. 25, 2009 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest. 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! Deadline: June 1, 
2008 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: May 1, 2009 © Download applications at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic-Spoken word 


First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail com 


MUSICIANS 


Aggressive rock band Get Bent, seeking 2nd qui- 


tarist to complete 4 piece pro-level project. If you're 
Serious about playing and gigging, call 
780.418.2214 


Bass player and lead guitarist wanted. Infl: thrash, 
death metal, and new wave of american metal 
Practice Weds and weekends. Have some material 
written already. All are welcome to come out, we 
are in Hobbema. Contact fb71272@hotmail.com or 
780.585.2643 for more info 


Bass player wanted to relocate to Medicine Hat to 


play in various new metal/rock project with Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power, 25-35 yrs. Must 
have long hair; serious ing only. 403.504.5135 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly jam 


on the second Sunday of the month at 9119 128A 
ave. Rock, country & old time music. Ph. 780 973 
§593 randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


tive for Men) and-ACT (AIDS Committee 
of Toronto) report that they exist more in 
the words of the straight press than they 
do in the lives of their clients, 

Jacobs’ column was a disturbing piece 
of writing on many fronts. Disturbing 
because the lack of rigour with which it 
was written made it come across as 
homophobic; because there is already lit- 
tle room in our culture in which gay men’s 
sexual health can be discussed (and even 
less room in which to discuss lesbian and 
transsexual’s sexual health) and it was 
spent on harmful and under researched 
fear mongering; disturbing because it 
took a shitty piece of writing by someone 
from outside the community to spur on a 
conversation about what we do with our 
bodies within the community. 

What | realized the article means to 
me, a week after reading it, is that 25 
years into the epidemic the queer com- 
munity has still not found a way to suc- 
cessfully discuss the lingering trauma 
that AIDS has left us with. 

As sexual minorities we have not 
made significant inroads to own our 


Alberta Music Industry Association's call for submis- 
sions from Alberta Artists to submit a professional qual- 


ity recording for a promotional music sampler. 
Deadline: Jan 


4:30pm. www.amia.ca/cms/ for info 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers needed for the annual Ice on Whyte 
Festival, Jan 15-25, 2009 in Festival Park, 85 Ave, 
104 St. visit www.iceonwhyte.ca, email Shelly Hall 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
CAN HELP! 780.424.5900 


Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar- 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 ' 
www.publicoutreach.ca é | 


«tine = 
diversity in the face of ongoing traye., 
instead we have spent most of our energy 
fighting for legitimacy. : 
!'am not saying that securing our hui 
rights, working towards being able to ; 


a pried ensuring that if our same-s., 
partner Is ever in the hospital we can yj. 
them are not important—they are. 

What | am saying is that along the wy. 
we have continued to stigmatize those ji, 
ing with HIV, stood by while courts atten, 
to criminalize those living with HIV: not yey 
righted the wrongs that result in peop), 
contracting HIV like poverty, lack of edyca. 
tion, mental health issues, low self esiee,, 
and addictions; and have allowed sey 
be something disconnected from our bo«. 
ies and more closely linked with our clas: 
and exclusively of our minds. 

We have done all this in part because 
of homophobia. While HIV is not a sociai 
disease caused by homophobia, it js ; 
fatal virus. New infections can 4 
reduced and the quality of life of those 
living with HIV can be improved by heal 
ing the wounds that continue to plagu; 
the queer community. w 


Zenew at shelly@iceonwhyte 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old A 
Www.youthvolunteer.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


Bring laughter, smiles and sae delights to child 
and back into pe life! Be a Big Brother or Big 
Sister Today! Call 780.424.8181. Remember y 


don't have to change your life to change theirs! 


Help support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Programs for youth 
780.468.7070; yess.org 


Print your ad here... 
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Edmonto 


| AUL.SEX.COLUMN 
ANDREA NEMERSON 
altsex lumn.com 

DEAR ANDREA: 
fecently my boyfriend and | were at a 
strip club and bought a lap dance. My 
experience has been that as a girl, the 
hands off rule generally doesn't apply to 
me. However, out of respect for the girl, | 
don’t touch until she invites me to. This 
one invited me to touch her. Caught up in 
the moment, my boyfriend asked “Can 
she touch your pussy?” | was a bit 
shocked because | assumed that was off 
limits, but she said “She can, but you 
can't.” So | started touching her on the 
outside of her g-string. | got a little 
praver and went under her g-string, but 
still stayed “outside.” She moved a cer- 


VOLUNTEER 


SS 
Bring laughter, smiles and sim le delights to child 


and into your life! Be a Big Brother or Big 
Sister Te Gall 780.424.8181. Remember you 


don't have to change your life to change theirs! 


———————————— 
Edmonton's Next-Gen Hub/Board Recruiting 2009 


Info: www.edmontonnextgen.ca 
if you are between the ages of 18-40, passionate 


Is Heart Month E 
Volunteers will be raising awareness of heart dis- 
ease while collecti 


donations for the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation. To donate online, please visit 
heartandstroke.ca 


umbs up 


tain way during her dance and my thumb 
kind of slipped right in. A few seconds 
later, she stopped it. She was nice and 
hugged me and tald us to come back any- 
time. Did | go too far? | feel guilty that | 
may have made her feel like a hooker. Or 
Is it really no big deal? I’m embarrassed 
to go back and I've asked my boyfriend to 
not make that request in the future. How 
often does this sort of thing happen to a 
dancer? 

LOVE, THUMBELINA 


DEAR THUMB: 

Just what we needed, a new set of ethi- 
cal dilemmas and moral failings to keep 
us awake and tossing on those long dark 
nights of the soul that tend to hit around 
this time of year. | really don’t think this 
is the sort of thing that used to bother 
people before half the female grad stu- 
dents in the country started stripping 


and writing books and doing perform- 
ance art (oh, so much performance art) 
about it. For that matter, | don’t think 
other girls used to feel either as permit- 
ted or as obligated to go grope those 
girls for money at their places of work. 
I'm not entirely sure that what we're 
seeing here is really an accurate demon- 
Stration of human sexual behavior in the 
wild—there are too many layers of poli- 
tics and performance in there to tell 
what's really happening—but I'm confi- 
dent that we are at least seeing some 
genuinely new situations and their 
accompanying etiquette issues in play. 
I've known any number of post-every- 
thing strippers, hookers and dominatrices 
but one in particular comes to mind. 
She'd been working at the womyn-owned 
crunchy organic peep show but—sur- 
prise!—she could barely make her rent, 
so like so many before her she'd given up 
her ideals and gone where the money Is. 
Hired on at the grimy mainstream porn 
theatre and Olde Lappe Dance Emporium, 
she was coming home with her pockets 
and God knows what else stuffed with 


about making Edmonton a city of choice for young 
people, then this is an opportunity to make a differ- 
ence in our growing City. Apply online by Jan 22 at 
www.edmontonnextgen.ca. Interviews in Feb 


Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently needed If 
you're available weekdays, 10am-1pm call Meals on 
Wheels. 780.429.2020 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780.421.7323 
www.famlit.ca 


or depressed), or 780.407.3775 {female healthy or 
depressed, including pregnant and just delivered) 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to 
the Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand 
our youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan 
at laura. keegan@redcross.ca 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events, Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
(not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses provided. Call 


780.407.3221 (depressed only), 780.407.3906 (healthy 


Relie 


NTERNATIONAL 


-DIRECTRELIEF.ORG 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly aftemoon parties: 
Weekday message Karen 780.468.1985 seesa,ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redeross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: edmonton.respect- 
ed@redeross.ca 


Dr’s Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give 
support and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 
780.432.1137, ext 357 


Instructor Support Aide—Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
women to present course materials, and students 
AhrsAvk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


A.A. CAN HELP! 780.424.5900 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 
24 Hours a Day~7 Days a Week 
ff you want to stop using, we can help 

Local: 780.421.4429 

Toll free: 1.877.463.3537 


ADULT 


Northside Studio 
11910 127 Ave main floor 
Come out and play 
780.452.7440 
Uc 8 42043170-001 


je 


Red Deer 
Salma e 
Exotic 21 East Indian beauty 
3.525175 


PERSONALS 


SS SS 
Male skiier looking for open minded single female 
20-35 to go skiing with. Lift tickets and expenses 
covered. Must be available weekends. Call 
James-- 780.299.9547 


CLASSIFIEDS 


fifties every night but complained to me 
that some guy came while she was wig- 
gling around on him and ew ew gross 
yuck how dare he? | commiserated at the 
time because I’m a wimp like that but 
honestly, isn’t this an occupational haz- 
ard? If you're going to be a sex worker 
you deserve to be treated with respect 
and decency, of course, and what you say 
goes as far as who's allowed to touch 
where with what and so forth, but come 
on. Into each stripper's life a little semen 
must fall. If that’s absolutely not going to 
work for you, dance behind glass (for 
lower tips) or, hey, get your realtor’s 
license or something. 

Most of the female sex workers I’ve 
known have been at least passingly 
bisexual, but even those who really aren't 
seem quite genuinely enthusiastic about 
female customers, both prospective and 
actual. There are elements of novelty to 
the appeal, I'm sure, just as there are ele- 
ments of safety and sisterly enthusiasm. 
What there ought not to be, and what you 
ought not to worry about, is an expecta- 
tion that female customers aren't really 


customers at all, that is to say, are not 
paying the sex worker for sex. While 
many women who go to strip clubs or 
book time with a dominatrix may be doing 
it to please a (male) partner or as a learn- 
ing experience or a lark or just to make a 
Statement of some sort, it would be pret- 
ty silly for a sex worker to be surprised 
when a customer, male or female, 
appears to be interested in having some 
sort of sex with her. 

Your dancer granted you access 
Maybe she liked you (or likes girls in gen- 
eral) or maybe she was milking you for 
tips, but whatever, she said yes. She has 
a sense of how sturdy or flimsy a barrier 
her g-string presents to curious fingers, 
and was probably not surprised when you 
got where you got. Most tellingly, she 
invited you back whenever, which she 
was certainly under no obligation to do. | 
think it would be fine to go back there, 
and fine to whisper “Sorry | got fresh last 
time,” and fine not to. It would also be 
fine for her, in turn, to refuse you service, 
but | bet she doesn't 
LOWE, ANDREA 


SERVICES 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 


Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) pro- 


vides crisis intervention, information, counseling, 
public education services. For a customized pres- 
entation T; 780.423.4102/F: 780.421.8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 780.423.4121 


is pleased to offer workshops to give 

to intervene with people who may b sk for 

suicide. Follow the links to ASIST or call 
780.414.6300 


Have you been affected by another person's 
sexual behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship 
for family members and friends of sex addicts. Ph 


Are you an International Medical Graduate 
seeking licensure? The Alberta Intemational 
Medical Graduates Association is here to help. 
Support, study groups, volunteer opportunities—all 
while creating change for tomorrow. www.aimga.ca 


780.988.4411 for meeting locations and info, or visit 
WWW. sanon.org 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 780.425.2715 
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LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 
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